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LICA Testifies in Support
of Ronkonkoma Hub
Speaking on behalf of the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA), Board of
Director Grant Hendricks, Jr. of BIMASCO, Inc. testified before the Brookhaven
Town Board at a recent special meeting to advocate on behalf of the proposed
Ronkonkoma Hub Transit-Oriented Development - Urban Renewal Plan.
Hendricks reminded the board that his credentials include serving on the Suffolk
County Industrial Development Agency (SCIDA), as well as being a former member
of the Long Island Regional Planning Council (LIRPC).
The LICA Board member observed, “We are no stranger to this project and why it must
be considered an economic priority for the Town and its taxpayers. LICA appeared
before the Brookhaven Planning Board at its November 18th meeting to express our
strong support for the proposed Ronkonkoma Hub Transit-Oriented Development Urban Renewal Plan. We were reassured when the Planning Board carefully reviewed
and considered the application, including the supportive testimony offered by many that
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evening. This evening LICA continues to articulate its support as the Town Board now considers this project of regional
significance. But words alone will not create the type of economic activity that will protect the future of homeowners and
businesses in Central Suffolk County. LICA’s mission is to advocate in word and deed on behalf of those projects that
strengthen our region.”
LICA’s presence at the hearing reminded officials that thousands of men and women who work within Long Island’s heavy
construction industry stand ready to assist the Town in making this project become a reality.
Hendricks testified, “We are excited to be part of a project that will bring the economic development our region so
desperately needs. In addition to immediate job creation opportunities, this proposal will provide a needed mixture of 21st
Century housing integrated with retail opportunities. Its unique proximity to transportation will allow Long Island to enjoy the
transit-oriented development successes now being enjoyed in other parts of our nation.
“The Town of Brookhaven has the opportunity to demonstrate the type of public policy leadership that will get the job done.
Whether it’s generating new jobs and investment, preserving our quality of life and strengthening our real estate values or
reinventing an aging economy, this Board and this Administration have been given an opportunity to move Brookhaven Town
forward,” Mr. Hendricks concluded.

FIOS News Profiles LICA Issues
Giovanna Drpic, reporter on
FIOS News, recently turned her
program “Money & Main$treet”
to profile LICA during a recent
lengthy interview with the group’s
Executive Director, Marc
Herbst.
Covering areas that ranged
from the use of public private
partnerships to fund infrastructure
projects to the battering of our
streets from vicious weather
cycles of thaw and freeze, Herbst
discussed strategic and tactical
transportation issues important to
the region.
Herbst congratulated FIOS for
their coverage, noting, “At a time when far too many broadcasters cover crime and celebrities because it’s easy to do so,
FIOS is allowing their viewers to actually understand the broader issues that impact their lives, their homes and their futures
through efforts such as Money & Main$treet.”

2

January 21, 2014

3

Notable – Quotable
Desmond Ryan, Executive Director of the Association for a Better Long Island (ABLI), was recently published
in Newsday where his opinion essay warned that the loss of NYS Senator Chuck Fuschillo (R-Merrick) to the private
sector means Long Island has lost a strategic transportation advocate as Fuschillo served as Chairman of the State Senate
Committee overseeing that sector.
Ryan observed, “Long Island’s economy, its property values and its very future are predicated on a viable transportation
system. So the departure of a key Long Island state senator with the power and political acumen to ensure our region gets
its fair share of transportation dollars isn’t good for anyone on the Island.
After 16 years, former Sen. Charles Fuschillo decided it’s time for a new career, and while many wish him well, he leaves a
gaping political hole. Most Long Islanders were blithely unaware of the strategic role Fuschillo played when key projects were
up for debate during multiple gubernatorial administrations. Nor were many focused on how Fuschillo put the entire state
budget process on pause to ensure key Long Island projects were funded, or that attention was paid to the needs of the
LIRR. His accomplishments also included an aviation passenger bill of rights and tough DWI laws. That kind of advocacy
goes unnoticed until it goes missing.”
Ryan warned readers, “The harsh truth is, if the next chair is not from the Island, few of our critical issues are likely to be
addressed, especially if we look at prior upstate-downstate battles over funding and policies. While Long Islanders will have
little say over the selection of the next transportation chair, our region needs to understand what is at stake and why our
Senate delegation must keep this job a Long Island seat.”

Schumer & Bishop Announce
New Coastal Protection Plan
Thanks to two of heavy contracting’s biggest
allies, U.S. Senator Charles Schumer
and Congressman Tim Bishop, a new
coastal protection plan that will allow the
construction of storm protection dunes at
Smith Point County Park and Robert Moses
State Park is set to begin early this year.

LICA member Bove Industries, Inc., pictured here, helped stabilize Tobay
Beach just to the east of Jones Beach, immediately following Hurricane Sandy.

Initially, a disagreement between state and
federal agencies over where exactly dunes
would be built threatened to delay the
project until Fall, but Bishop and Schumer
were able to broker a deal that will allow
dune construction to begin at eastern
and western parts of the Island while final
bureaucratic issues are being resolved.
(Continued on next page)
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The project, part of the federally-funded Fire Island to Montauk Point (FIMP) project, which has been under consideration for
over 50 years, was finally funded by Congress after Hurricane Sandy. The compromise worked out by Schumer and Bishop
will break the dune construction project into separate phases.
The $700 million appropriated by Congress for FIMP includes $500 million for mainland Long Island to address storm
protection for coastal infrastructure, $60 million for bayside environmental demonstration projects, and $120 million in beach
fill and storm mitigation along the length of Fire Island.
The main objective of FIMP is to provide storm protection for mainland Long Island--hence the inclusion of an emergency
stabilization project for Fire Island, the barrier island that protects Long Island.
The plan for Fire Island is to dredge a total of 6 million cubic yards of sand to create a protective beach in much larger dimensions
than the recent community-sponsored projects. The dune profile will have a crest that is 15 feet Above Mean Sea Level (AMSL)
and 25 feet wide. The lower beach from the toe of the dune to 90 feet seaward will be built to elevation 9.5 AMSL. A significant
amount of sand will also be dedicated to the lower dry beach and the near-shore underwater bar. The source for the beach fill will
come from ocean reserves that are far enough off-shore to have little or no impact on natural on-shore sand movement.

Bid Opening Extended for Bay
Park Electrical Distribution
System Improvement to Feb. 4th
Nassau County Public Works Commissioner Shila Shah-Gavnoudias, P.E. has informed LICA that the bid opening for
the Bay Park STP Phase E1 Electrical Distribution System Improvement in East Rockaway, Project # S35121-13E, has been
extended and will open on Tuesday, February 4th instead of the original date of Tuesday, January 28th.
Work includes demolition of existing structures; construction of three electrical unit substations including 4.16 kV switch gear,
transformers, and 480V switchgear; construction of underground utilities including concrete encased electrical ductbanks;
and connection of new substations to existing plant loads. Electrical demolition includes testing, grounding, wires and cables,
conduit system, underground ducts, ducts in concrete, electrical manholes, electrical motors, dry type transformers, panel
board, low voltage AC motor and drives, outdoor lighting, and cable and conduit schedule.

Attention LICA General
Contractor Members
Suffolk County Department of Public Works (SCDPW) is evaluating the feasibility of enacting a
bridge requirements contract. The department is seeking input from LICA bridge contractors as it
develops specifications for the proposal.
SCDPW Principal Civil Engineer James Peterman, P.E., is interested in arranging a meeting with any contractors
who may be willing to offer advice and suggestions. If you wish to participate, please feel free to contact Jim directly
at 631-852-4003 or james.peterman@co.suffolk.ny.us.
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Paying
Attention
to Safety at
LICA Safety
Seminar
Even with the threat of snow, a
record showing of close to 100
people attended LICA’s Annual Safety
Seminar last week. Events like this
have added considerable depth to the
heavy construction industry’s ability to
enhance on-the-job safety. Participants
described the seminar as an “educating”
and “effective program.”
Following prior successful presentations this year, LICA secured the professional services of our national association, the
American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA), for the fifth year in a row to help administer the
program. LICA’s traditional partner, the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), also participated and
provided the continuity of information so vital to our membership. Particularly well received were the program’s interactive
elements.
LICA extends its professional thanks and appreciation to all its presenters including ARTBA’s Vice President of
Safety and Training Brad Sant, Director of Safety for the International Union of Operating Engineers (retired)
Emmett Russell, NYSDOT Regional Construction Safety Officer John Culkin and Regional Construction
Engineer John Kwok.

Teamsters Local 282 Signs PLA
with Suffolk Community College
The Teamsters Local 282 has informed LICA that they have signed a Project Labor
Agreement (PLA) with Suffolk Community College Health and Wellness Center, East Campus.
As such, this project should be bid as “A” Rate, Heavy Construction Work pursuant to the
latest collective bargaining agreement with Local 282.
If you have any questions, please contact LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst at
631-231-LICA (5422) or by email at MHerbst@licanys.org.
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LICA Mourns the Passing of
Revered LI Economist Pearl Kamer
LICA was extremely saddened to learn of the passing of esteemed Long
Island economist Pearl Kamer.
Kamer, who lost her 18 month battle with breast cancer at the age of
74, served as a valued expert in forecasting economic trends for the
construction industry. LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst said her wisdom
and counsel will be deeply missed.
Ms. Kamer worked for the Long Island Association (LIA) for 18 years,
retiring just 8 months ago as Chief Economist. LIA President and CEO
Kevin Law posted a statement on the organization’s website after her
passing, saying, “Pearl was a trusted friend and colleague who dedicated
her career to the betterment of Long Island. Her analysis of our economy
and efforts to improve it have left an indelible impact in the region. She
will be sorely missed and, on behalf of the entire Long Island business
community, we share our deepest condolences with her family.”
Before working with the LIA, Kamer spent nearly three decades as an
economist with the Long Island Regional Planning Council, working with
renowned master planner Lee Koppleman. She earned her doctorate in economics from New York University (NYU) in 1976.
Kamer was born in 1939 in Manhattan and grew up in Kew Gardens Hills, Queens. She recently lived in the Town of Oyster
Bay. Kamer is survived by her husband, Ron Bloomfield; her brother, Allan Kamer of Queens; her three stepchildren Kerri
Weltz of Merrick, Marc Bloomfield of Atlanta and Lisa Bloomfield of Manhattan; and four step-grandchildren.

CFMA Hosts Panel on Building
Relationships with NY’s Public Agencies
Please join the Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) NYC Chapter
for its annual Building Relationships with New York’s Public Agencies on Thursday, February 6th
from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. at Arno’s Ristorante, 141 West 38th Street, NYC.
The moderator for the morning panel is LICA member Henry L. Goldberg, managing
partner of Goldberg and Connolly Attorneys at Law. Panelists include Construction Managing Director for the
Dormitory Authority State of New York Stephen D. Curro and New York City Commissioner for the Department of
Environmental Protection Carter Strickland.
If you are interested in attending, please note that there is a $75 fee for CFMA members and a $90 fee for non-CFMA
members. For more information please contact Debbie Romano at sadie384@aol.com. To register for this event,
please click here.
(Continued on next page)
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Show Your Support for CFK!
Contractors for Kids (CFK) is hosting their 2014 Annual Dinner Dance: “The Main Event”
on Friday March 14, 2014 from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. at the Long Island Aquarium & Exhibition
Center in Riverhead, NY.
CFK is a not-for-profit organization founded for the purpose of providing assistance
to families in our communities. Their goal is to assist children and their families
to overcome obstacles that have unfortunately changed or impacted their lives
through sickness, injury or death. Whether it is to pay a phone bill or mortgage
payment, aiding in paying for medical bills deemed experimental or due to lack of
insurance, arranging transportation or paying for a room to allow families to remain
close during these tough times, or in heartbreaking cases when a child does not
survive illness and a family needs financial help with burying a child, Contractors for
Kids will be there.
Need a room for the night of “The Main Event?” Rooms have been set aside for
the Hyatt Place East End Hotel (attached to Atlantis), available on a first-come-firstserved basis.
Become a sponsor today! Show your support and choose a sponsorship level that’s
right for you. Sponsorships range from the “Hall of Fame” package at $10,000 to
the “Popcorn” sponsor at $1,250.

The Athletes

We are very pleased to announce that the athletes below will be attending
our Main Event on March 14th, 2014!

Dwight Gooden

Tommy John

Cy Young-winning baseball pitcher
who won 3 World Series
Championships and was named to
4 All-Star teams.

Four-time MLB All-Star pitcher
known best for his remarkable
recovery through shoulder
surgery that became known as
Tommy John surgery.

Bret Saberhagen

Marty Lyons

Former major league ace pitcher
who won the Cy Young Award twice
in his career.

American college and professional
football player who was a
defensive tackle in the National
Football League for eleven
seasons during the 1970s and
1980s.

Jesse Barﬁeld

Bud Harrelson

Two-time MLB Gold Glove winner
who had one the best outfield arms
of the 1980's.

MLB shortstop who was named to
two All Star teams as a member of
the New York Mets.

For More Information Please Visit: www.contractorsforkids.org/themainevent.html

The Actors

We are very pleased to announce that the actors below will be attending
our Main Event on March 14th, 2014!

The night’s event features special guests Cy Young Award-winning baseball
pitcher Dwight Gooden; two-time MLB Gold Glove winner Jesse Barfield;
former major league ace pitcher who won the Cy Young Award twice in his career,
Bret Saberhagen; four-time MLB All-Star pitcher Tommy John; American
college and professional football player who was a defensive tackle in the National
Football League for eleven seasons during the 1970s and 1980s, Marty Lyons;
and MLB shortstop who was named to two All Star teams as a member of the
New York Mets, Bud Harrelson. Actors in attendance will include Vanessa
Marcil, best known for her work on General Hospital, Beverly Hills 90210, and Las
Vegas; Tyler Christopher of General Hospital; and Scott Reeves of The Young
and The Restless.

Vanessa Marcil
Brenda Barrett - General Hospital
Gina Kincaid - Beverly Hills 90210
Sam Marquez - Las Vegas

Tyler Christopher
Nikolas Cassadine - General Hospital

Scott Reeves
Dr. Steve Webber
Ryan McNeil - The Young and The Restless

For More Information Please Visit: www.contractorsforkids.org/themainevent.html

For more information or to RSVP to this event, click here.

2014 Full Year Holiday Schedule
Click here to view the LICA/GCA 2014 Holiday Schedule.
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
1/2/14

Project Name
Shell Creek Bulkhead Replacement

Owner
Town of Hempstead

Contractor
Woodstock Construction Corp.
ConStar
Chesterfield Associates
Scalamandre Organization
Rockmore Contracting Corporation
GCCom Construction Co. Inc.

1/7/14

Garden Wall Restoration - Caumsett State Park

New York State Parks & Rec-Long Island Region

Capitol Restoration Corp.
WGP Contracting Inc.
New York Paving Inc.
Saracino Construction
Woodstock Construction Corp.
Landtek Group Inc.
Shri Construction Corp.
Ocean Construction
Minelli Construction Co. Inc.
Olympic Contracting Corp.

$

337,860
379,300
469,696
543,900
645,000
648,800
753,100
876,000
1,110,000
1,368,000

1/8/14

Track & Field Reconstruction @ South Side High School

Landtek Group Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
Custom Clay Inc.

$

1,559,600
1,600,000
2,280,000

1/8/14

Chemical Injection & Metering Upgrades @ Well #7

Port Washington Water District

Bensin Contracting Inc.
Atlantic Wells Inc.
Philip Ross Industries Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp

$

95,400
116,790
155,000
195,780

1/14/14

Dune Walkovers

City of Long Beach Public Works

Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Grace Industries LLC
Rockmore Contracting Corporation

$

3,885,000
4,285,000
4,886,000

1/14/14

South Broadway Marina Dock

Village Of Lindenhurst

ConStar
Ocean Marine Development Corp.
Quintal Contracting Corp.
Stout Construction
Woodstock Construction Corp.
Rockmore Contracting Corporation

$

88,913
116,101
117,762
118,613
138,450
596,800

Rockville Centre Union Free School District

$

Bid Amount
2,456,070
2,596,894
2,611,890
2,740,000
2,874,662
2,985,697

