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The Public Works Alliance made its voice heard again on Long Island as
over 100 heavy construction workers gathered before the State Office Building
in Hauppauge to confront State Senator Brian Foley over what is being
described as his “cynical posturing and lack of genuine leadership” in assisting
industry efforts to improve asphalt manufacturing required for Long Island’s
road network.
Amid a sea of orange and yellow work vests and protest signs, Marc Herbst,
executive director of the Long Island Contractors’ Association,
explained, “This is a State Senator who has consistently been absent without
leave. When a summit meeting was held on this important issue he wasn’t
there. When solutions were drafted he wasn’t there. When Long Island’s
constant demand for asphalt was reviewed he wasn’t there. But when
cameras are called for a ‘protest’ of asphalt odor he is all over it.”
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Producing prior letters of invitation to conferences convened to address the asphalt issue, Herbst said Mr. Foley failed
to show or follow up on what he could do to resolve the issue.
“Now, with his reelection campaign in full swing he has discovered asphalt as an issue. So let’s be clear. The
community meeting was a cynical photo opportunity to create campaign fodder. He has shown not the slightest
interest to be part of a solution,” offered Herbst.

Willing to Work With the Community
The Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) has been an ardent advocate in
changing the specifications and monitoring practices of asphalt production on Long
Island for the purpose of creating a “greener” product.
“More than 100 members of the Public Works Alliance attended last week’s public
session to demonstrate our support for improving the material processing procedures
at these asphalt plants. We share common interests and goals with the neighboring
residents of the Hauppauge plant. That is why we pledged to work directly and
cooperatively with civic leaders and neighborhood activists. We all share a common
goal,” explained Herbst.

LICA has been offering solutions for two years
During the summer of 2008, LICA presented recommendations for better asphalt production individually to the
Nassau County town supervisors and also appeared collectively before the Suffolk County town supervisors at a
Suffolk County Supervisors Association meeting, convened by Babylon Town Supervisor Steve Bellone.
“LICA will continue to advocate necessary changes that will cut taxpayer costs, reduce fuel consumption and plant
emissions, and encourage greater use of recycled materials,” stressed Herbst. “Other than Supervisor Bellone, our
message has met deaf ears. Hopefully, with the help of civic leaders who share our common interests, we can
achieve real solutions.”
LICA has stepped up its advocacy of standardized specifications and monitoring for the products produced at Long
Island’s 16 asphalt plants to address the needs of millions of miles of local roads. Included in its report entitled
“Road Map to Recovery,” LICA is proposing a transition from today’s standard hot mix asphalt (HMA) to a warm mix
asphalt (WMA) mixture for Long Island roadways. That process change will produce fewer emissions and require
less fuel consumption. Additionally, following the lead of our neighboring New York City, the document calls on local
governments to enact bid specifications that will allow greater use of recycled asphalt product (RAP).
NYC allows 40% recycled material where most of our municipalities permit less than 15%.
These changes, along with controlled monitored oversight, will ensure that taxpayers, the
Did You Know...
environment and asphalt plant neighbors will be better protected.
When reading the
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?
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Pondering Project Labor Agreements
The Cannon Headquarters project in Melville shown here is
one of 13 projects in the bi-county region using PLAs.

Do you have questions about project labor agreements
(PLA)? LICA has the answers:
As most employers already know, “PLA” is a prehire collective bargaining agreement which binds all
contractors and unions on a project. In essence, it is
the project’s “constitution,” whose terms govern every
aspect of the project’s labor relations. Though every PLA
is different, they share many common features, and often
incorporate most of the terms of the local union CBAs.
Given the proliferation of PLAs on many large public works
projects throughout Long Island, an examination of their
legal and practical implications is appropriate.

Legality of PLAs
Both the United States Supreme Court and New York State Court of Appeals have approved the use of PLAs by state
and local governments. In the eyes of the law, when a governmental entity acts in a proprietary capacity (as owner
or purchaser), it is in the same position as a private project owner entering a PLA, and these agreements will be
evaluated on a project to project basis.
Furthermore, the use of a PLA by a local government does not interfere with New York’s competitive bidding statute
because union affiliation is not a prerequisite for bidding a project governed by a PLA. Bidding must be open to
any contractor willing to accept its terms, union or non-union. The courts have viewed PLA projects with a “take
it or leave it” attitude: If a contractor accepts the terms of the PLA, he may bid the project and be subject to the
agreement. If he objects to the PLA, he can choose not to bid.
In 2008, New York State also enacted NY Labor Law § 222, specifically authorizing municipalities and state and local
agencies to require project labor agreements on all public works projects.
While PLAs have the blessing of both case law and statute, they have not been upheld in all instances. The primary
considerations in reviewing the validity of a PLA are whether the PLA has a proper business purpose: whether the
PLA will provide economic benefits to the public and will promote a project’s timely completion (by ensuring labor
stability). These factors should be demonstrated by a consultant’s feasibility report describing specific benefits to be
obtained from entering a PLA on the particular project.
PLAs have not been upheld when the decision to enter the PLA was not based on specific economic benefits or
where PLAs were used to promote favoritism in the awarding of contracts. When a municipality uses a PLA, all
bidding contractors must be on a level playing field.
(Continued on next page)
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Practical Implications
When a project is governed by a project labor agreement, all contractors involved with the project must become
signatories to the PLA. Since a PLA will typically grant exclusive representation to the appropriate union for each
craft, each contractor on the project will be subject to union terms for that project only. The contractor need not
have any prior or subsequent union affiliation; the PLA applies only to a single project.
The PLA will usually incorporate most of the terms of the union collective bargaining agreements, so the effect of
signing a PLA will be similar to signing with the union. The contractor will pay wages, dues, and benefits based
on the applicable union’s contract. Hiring must also be done through union hiring halls. However, an employer
will be permitted to retain a percentage of employees not referred by the hall, and the union may not discriminate
on the basis of union membership.
The PLA will also include many terms of its own. These normally include a work schedule, contractual/
jurisdictional dispute resolution processes, and a no-strike/no-lockout clause. These terms are intended to
promote coordination between crafts and prevent work disruptions due to labor disturbances.
In instances where the terms of the PLA are inconsistent with the collective bargaining agreements, the PLA’s
terms will control. The PLA has the final word on all labor matters arising on the job. When bidding on a project
governed by a PLA, therefore, it is important to understand the implications arising from the specific agreement
in question and not just the collective bargaining agreements it incorporates. Doing so will minimize potential
conflicts and maximize any potential benefits deriving from the PLA.
Click here to view a complete list of PLA jobs on Long Island.

Special Column by ARTBA’s Pete Ruane:

Time to “Mobilize” on Highway & Transit Investment Bill
As August nears, it will be almost a year since the last multi-year federal highway and
transit program authorization (SAFETEA-LU) expired. The program is now limping along
on its fourth short-term extension — this one due to expire December 31.
The U.S. transportation design and construction market in many states is terrible.
Unemployment in our industry is over 20 percent and all indications are it could easily
get worse in the months ahead due to lack of work. Many state Departments of
Transportation are slowing plans for, or holding back, new work. But you already know
that. You and your employees are living it.
And you know that the best thing that could be done to turn this situation around is for
the Congress to enact a robust, multi-year highway and transit bill.
(Continued on next page)
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But the Congress is not doing its job!
Looking at the bigger picture, we must be concerned that the longer the reauthorization is delayed, the greater the
chance that the Highway Trust Fund and the special “user pay-as-you-go” budgetary treatment that has provided
unprecedented stability and growth for the transportation design and construction market sector could become
artifacts of the past. Believe me, as you read this, there are very well-placed people and organizations trying to
make that happen for philosophical, political and competitive reasons.
We have already gone on the slippery slope of using General Fund revenues (i.e., deficit spending) to the tune of
$36 billion over the past two years to shore up the Highway Trust Fund, which could be a first step in undermining
the user pays principle. And without additional revenues, we are facing a 30-50 percent cut in the federal program
as soon as 2012.
We need to make the highway/transit bill a congressional priority. We need to shake things in Washington up! And
you and your employees hold the key to making that happen.

Here’s the plan:
At the May Transportation Construction Coalition Washington Fly-in, several members of Congress and key
congressional staff were blunt about why the surface transportation bill has not moved yet — “Members of
Congress aren’t hearing from your industry back in the states. They don’t feel any political pressure back home to
get a bill done. They think the stimulus took care of transportation.”
For many in Congress, passing a robustly-funded, highway and transit bill will not be a congressional priority until
they better understand the local benefits — and the local consequences to you and your firm — potential voters —
if the reauthorization is allowed to languish.
We couldn’t have gotten clearer directions on what needs to be done. That’s why I’m urging you to become part
of an unprecedented transportation design and construction grassroots action program this summer. This being an
election year, virtually all congressmen and senators will be back in their home district offices the entire month of
August and first week of September.
I am asking you to make a commitment to set up meetings with your congressman and two senators during this
period and explain to them how federal transportation funding benefits your community and supports jobs. Tell
them your story. Explain how the uncertainty caused by not having a multi-year bill impacts your business and
business decisions — like hiring and equipment purchasing.
The recently-developed ARTBA Mobilize Grassroots Action Toolkit can be found on the homepage of
www.artba.org. It contains all the information you need to schedule and conduct successful meetings with your
members of Congress.

(Continued on next page)
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The “ask” is simple. You want your congressman and senators commitment to you that they will:
•T
 ell their party leadership in the House and Senate REPEATEDLY to make passage of the overdue, multi-year
surface transportation bill a 2010 PRIORITY.
•K
 eep an open mind on supporting any funding mechanism that is necessary to pass the robust bill needed to
meet national needs and needs in your community.
•V
 igorously oppose the Kerry-Lieberman energy/climate bill approach that would impose new fees on motor fuel at
the refinery level for non-transportation investments like rebates to utility users for higher utility bills.
We will be compiling a list of all meeting results so we can refute claims from Capitol Hill that they are not hearing
about the highway/transit program reauthorization from their constituents back home.
Share the details of your meeting with ARTBA’s Hank Webster at hwebster@artba.org. If a member of Congress
refuses to meet with you, we want to know that, too.
This is an election year. You have a power no Washington lobbyist has … you vote, so your federal representatives
will listen!
Let’s turn up the heat in every congressional district this summer and get the highway and transit bill done!
Thanks for your continued leadership and support.

NYSDOT Uses Precast Concrete Pavement to Fix Intersections
Along Rockaway Boulevard
The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) is currently rehabilitating several intersections
along Rockaway Boulevard, a major arterial highway near John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York City.
They will be hosting an open house on Tuesday, July 20th at the Holiday Inn near JFK International Airport at
1 p.m. that will allow the public to visit the completed installations at several intersections and to observe installation
of the precast panels at an intersection.
The Rockaway Boulevard project is the first large scale project using precast concrete pavement for rapid
rehabilitation of distressed asphalt concrete intersections. The NYSDOT elected to use this option to provide longterm low maintenance service at the rehabilitated intersections. Work on the project started during the fall of 2009.
Since then, a large number of heavily trafficked intersections have been rehabilitated using the Fort Miller Super Slab
precast pavement system. It is expected the work will be completed by the end of this month.
Pre-registration is required. To view more information about this Open House, click here.
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Skanska USA Named ‘Contractor of the Year’!
LICA would like to congratulate Skanska USA Civil Northeast, Inc. for being named New York Construction
magazine’s “Contractor of the Year.”
Last year Skanska USA’s Northeast operations pulled in about $2.4 billion worth of business in New York, New
Jersey and Connecticut, making them the top earning contractor in the region.
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst observed, “Being named ‘Contractor of the Year’ reflects a high standard of
excellence. This organization is honored to able to congratulate Skanska USA for their well deserved recognition,
especially given these tough economic times when every company is being pressed.”
Skanska USA has worked on many high profile projects over the years including the New Meadowlands Stadium in
East Rutherford, the $500 million Brooklyn Bridge Rehabilitation, and the United Nations renovation.
To read the full article on Skanska USA click here.

Make a Difference in a Child’s Life
“Contractors for Kids” is hosting its 5th Annual CFK Family Fun Day & Picnic on Saturday, September 11,
2010 from 11am – 6pm at the Southaven County Park in Yaphank. Enjoy a day with family and friends. There will
be food, beverages, live music, rides, games, and fun things for children of all ages.
“Contractors for Kids” is a non-profit corporation founded for the purpose of providing
assistance to families in our communities. Their goal is to assist children and their families
overcome obstacles that have unfortunately changed or have impacted their lives through
sickness or injury or death.
Click here for sponsorship opportunities.

If you’re unable to attend this event, “Contractors for Kids” is organizing a WALK-A-THON on Sunday, October
3rd at the Holtsville Ecology Site. Visit their website at www.contractorsforkids.org for more information.

Tee Time is Less Than a Week Away!
Everything is set for the Long Island Contractors’ Association’s 2010
Annual Golf Outing next Monday, July 26th, at the Nassau Country
Club in Glen Cove and at the Meadow Brook Club in Jericho.

-- Save the Date -LICA Annual Golf Outing
Monday, July 26th
Nassau Country Club – Glen Cove
Meadow Brook Club – Jericho

As a reminder, registration begins at 10:00 a.m. at the Meadow Brook
Club and 10:30 a.m. at the Nassau Country Club. Cocktail hour starts
at 5:30 p.m. in the main dining room at the Nassau Country Club.
Please email Josephine Magee at jmagee@licanys.org if you will no longer be able to attend.
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Enjoy a Hull of a Time, But It’s “First Come, First Served” for
the Annual Boat Cruise!
-- Register Now -LICA Annual Cruise
Thursday, August 12th
Lady Liberty Cruises
Port Washington

Now’s the time to reserve a spot because it’s less than one
month until LICA’s annual boat cruise sets sail from Long
Island’s Port Washington en route to the Statue of Liberty on
August 12th, from 7pm-11pm.
Enjoy the hospitality of friends and colleagues as you
sail through America’s gateway and view the spectacular
Manhattan skyline and its bridges that remind citizen and
visitor alike that a strong public infrastructure builds a strong
nation.

Musical entertainment, dinner and open bar will be included in the cost of the ticket. Regulations limit the
number of passengers to 140 for this vessel and registration will be offered on a “first come, first served”
basis. Please click here for more information and to reserve your space.

Welcome, New Member
Sub-Contractor
Quintal Construction, LLC
Brie Batkiewicz
P.O. Box 1237M
162 East Main Street, Suite 5
Bay Shore, NY 11706
Phone: (631) 665-0308
Fax: (631) 617-6436
E-Mail: briebquintal@optonline.net

Visit LICA on the web at
www.LICANYS.org

(Bid results on next page)
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Bid Results
Project Name
Bid Date
7/1/10 Athletic Field Reconstruction-Hampton Bays UFSD
Base Bid 1

Owner
Hampton Bays Union Free School District

Contractor
Bimasco, Inc.
Patrick Bistrian, Inc.
Custom Clay, Inc.
D F Stone Contracting
Owen Brothers Landscaping
PSL Industries, Inc.

Bid Amount
$
159,900
202,600
266,800
298,444
306,333
323,000

PSL Industries, Inc.
Patrick Bistrian, Inc.
Owen Brothers Landscaping
D F Stone Contracting
Bimasco, Inc.
Custom Clay, Inc.

$

48,700
56,660
57,800
68,888
70,800
88,700

New York State Department Of Transportation

Mana Construction Group, LTD
GGG Construction Corp.
Intercounty Paving Associates
Posillico Civil, Inc.
Bi-County Construction Corp
Public Utilities Maintenance, Inc.
ALAC Contracting Corp.

$

937,768
1,268,125
1,994,211
2,222,221
2,252,484
2,874,820
3,123,123

Bethpage Water District

Philip Ross Industries, Inc.
Bensin Contracting, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Ed Broidy Contractors/EBC
Lipsky Enterprises, Inc.

$

2,720,000
2,759,000
3,110,290
3,340,000
3,536,000

Wire To Water, Inc.
Eldor Contracting
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.

$

735,499
887,000
887,900

Base Bid 2

7/8/10 Crack Sealing & Joint Overlay on L.I.E (I-495)

7/8/2010 Wellhead Treatment-Removal of Nitrates at Wells 7 & 8
Contract G - Base Bid

Contract E - Base Bid

7/12/10 Water Main Improvements on Hampshire Road

Great Neck North Water Authority

G & M Earth Moving, Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp.
Merrick Utility Associates, Inc.
Roy Wanser, Inc.

$

833,716
928,100
1,002,750
1,104,390

7/13/10 Remediation of Former Baumann Bus Site/Gabreski Airport

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Posillico Civil, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
EQ Northeast, Inc.
Bove Industries
Gemstar Construction
D F Stone Contracting
Darcon Construction, Inc.
AGL Contracting Ltd.
Bi-County Construction Corp.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Gramercy Group, Inc.
Envirotrac Environmental Services

$

989,500
1,147,000
1,273,000
1,392,151
1,429,000
1,468,888
1,546,000
1,649,000
1,980,646
1,984,000
2,169,738
3,122,860

7/14/10 Claypit Road Drainage Improvements

Town of Southampton

Bimasco, Inc.
Cardo Site Development
Norman Kurrass Contractor, Inc.
Terry Contracting
Keith Grimes, Inc.

$

94,250
114,200
158,000
163,780
289,450

7/15/10 Improvement of Section of Moore's Hill Road

Inc. Village of Laurel Hollow

Corazzini Asphalt
Posillico Civil, Inc.
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving, Inc.

$

191,198
203,510
203,857

7/16/10 Road Improvement - Washington Avenue

Town Of Hempstead

Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Valente Contracting
J Anthony Enterprises
The Novelli Group
Richard W. Grim, Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.
Araz Industries
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving, Inc.

$

683,110
744,158
748,041
749,145
761,547
765,432
772,260
794,412

(Bid results continued)
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Bid Results (continued)

D F Stone Contracting
D F Stone Contracting
Patrick Bistrian,
Inc. Station Road MEDFORD,
$
1230
NY
PSL Industries, Inc.
t:(631)-924-2730
f:(631)-924-7608
Bimasco, Inc.
Custom Clay, Inc.
$
Owen Brothers
Landscaping
Patrick
Bistrian, Inc.

Base Bid 1 - Add Alt. #1

Bimasco, Inc.t:(631)-738-0595 f:(631)-981-2234
Patrick Bistrian, Inc.
D F Stone Contracting
Bimasco, Inc
Custom Clay, Inc.
735
PSL Industries,
Inc. Old Willets Path, Suite A HAUPPAUGE,
Owen Brothers
Landscaping
$
t:(631)-234-3100
f:(631)-234-3281

Base Bid 1 - Add Alt. #3

Base Bid 1 - Add Alt. #4

NY 11937-2099
$25,000

NY

44444
49300
53,900
$71,400
$84,000
12,500
$19,500
22,000
22,000
11788 24,000
28,300

D F Stone Contracting
Bimasco, Inc.Custom Clay, Inc.
Patrick Bistrian,
85Inc.
Oak Drive SYOSSET, NY 11791
PSL Industries, Inc.
t:(516)-364-2972
f:(516)-364-3984 Email
Owen Brothers
Landscaping
Custom Clay, Inc.
$

Base Bid 2 - Add Alt. #1
$995

Contracting
1230
Station Road
MEDFORD, NY 11763
D
F Stone
Contracting
t:(631)-924-2730 f:(631)-924-7608

1230 Station Road MEDFORD, NY 11763
Patrick
t:(631)-924-2730
f:(631)-924-7608

1,750
6,500
7,400
7,800
15,000
$20,500

11763

175
Patrick Bistrian,
Inc.Springs Fireplace Road EAST HAMPTON,
D F Stone Contracting
t:(631)-324-7950 f:
Owen Brothers Landscaping
PSL Industries, Inc.
Bimasco, Inc.PSL Industries, Inc.
Custom Clay, 640
Inc. 6th Street RONKONKOMA, NY 11779

Base Bid 1 - Add Alt. #2

Base
Bid 2 - Add Alt. #1
D F Stone

Base Bid 2 - Add Alt. #1

$4,000

Bistrian Inc.
175 Springs Fireplace Road EAST HAMPTON, NY 11937-2099
Patrick
Bistrian,
t:(631)-324-7950
f: Inc.

175 Springs Fireplace Road EAST HAMPTON, NY 11937-2099
PSL
$4,600
t:(631)-324-7950
f:
Industries,

29,500
35,000
39,000
51,800
61,933
62,000

Owen Brothers Landscaping
2090 Sound Ave CALVERTON, NY 11933
t:(631)-369-5752 f:(631)-369-6362
Base Bid 2 - Add Alt. #2
$995
Patrick Bistrian, Inc.
175 Springs Fireplace Road EAST HAMPTON, NY 11937-2099
t:(631)-324-7950 f:
$4,000
D F Stone Contracting
1230 Station Road MEDFORD, NY 11763
t:(631)-924-2730 f:(631)-924-7608

Inc.
640 6th
Street RONKONKOMA,
NY 11779
PSL
Industries,
Inc.
t:(631)-738-0595 f:(631)-981-2234
640
6th Street RONKONKOMA, NY 11779
t:(631)-738-0595
f:(631)-981-2234
Bimasco Inc

$6,000

$4,600
PSL Industries, Inc.
640 6th Street RONKONKOMA, NY 11779
t:(631)-738-0595 f:(631)-981-2234

Bimasco, Inc .
735
Old
Willets Path, Suite A HAUPPAUGE, NY 11788
Custom
Clay
$6,000
Inc.
t:(631)-234-3100
f:(631)-234-3281

$6,000
Owen Brothers Landscaping
2090 Sound Ave CALVERTON, NY 11933
t:(631)-369-5752 f:(631)-369-6362

735 Old Willets Path, Suite A HAUPPAUGE, NY 11788
t:(631)-234-3100 f:(631)-234-3281

85 Oak Drive SYOSSET, NY 11791
t:(516)-364-2972 f:(516)-364-3984 Email

Custom Clay, Inc.
Owen
85
Oak Drive SYOSSET, NY 11791
Brothers
t:(516)-364-2972
f:(516)-364-3984 Email
Landscaping

$6,900

$6,000
Custom Clay, Inc.
85 Oak Drive SYOSSET, NY 11791
t:(516)-364-2972 f:(516)-364-3984 Email

2090 Sound Ave CALVERTON, NY 11933
t:(631)-369-5752 f:(631)-369-6362
Owen
Brothers Landscaping
Base Bid 2 - Add Alt. #2
2090 Sound Ave CALVERTON, NY 11933
Patrick
t:(631)-369-5752
f:(631)-369-6362
Bistrian Inc.
Base
Bid 2
- Add Road
Alt. #2
175 Springs
Fireplace
EAST HAMPTON, NY 11937-2099

$19,000

$6,900
Bimasco, Inc.
735 Old Willets Path, Suite A HAUPPAUGE, NY 11788
t:(631)-234-3100 f:(631)-234-3281

t:(631)-324-7950 f:

Patrick Bistrian, Inc.
D F Stone
$24,444
175
Springs Fireplace Road EAST HAMPTON, NY 11937-2099
Contracting
t:(631)-324-7950
f:
1230 Station Road MEDFORD, NY 11763

$19,000

t:(631)-924-2730 f:(631)-924-7608

D
F Stone Contracting
PSL
$34,000
Long
Island
Contractors’
Association,
inc.
1230
Station
Road MEDFORD,
NY 11763
Industries,
Inc.
t:(631)-924-2730
Tel:
631.231.LICA f:(631)-924-7608
• Fax: 631.231.4291 • www.licanys.org • info@licanys.org
640 6th Street RONKONKOMA, NY 11779
t:(631)-738-0595 f:(631)-981-2234

PSL Industries, Inc.
Owen6th Street RONKONKOMA, NY 11779
640

150 Motor$24,444
Parkway
Suite 307
Hauppauge, N.Y. 11788-5145

$34,000
$35,733

