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In 2010 expect LICA to remain the powerful, vibrant voice of an industry
fighting for the region’s fair share of infrastructure dollars that preserve and
strengthen our roads, bridges and other public works projects. We will remain
an unapologetic advocate, sustaining a leadership role on behalf of the heavy
construction industry, whether it’s before government, the media or the public.
Looking back over the last twelve months, 2009 began with the industry still
stunned at the below-the-belt punch from the Paterson Administration which
cancelled in mid-season 38% of Long Island construction projects. LICA
responded with an unprecedented mile-long convoy of heavy equipment to
prove that this industry had a voice, was prepared to be heard and was ready
for federally funded projects under Washington’s stimulus program.
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Shortly after, newly appointed U.S. Senator Kristen Gillibrand made her first official visit to Long Island where
she was warmly welcomed by a rally of the LICA men, women and equipment, expressing their appreciation for
her support of the federal stimulus program. Governor David Paterson also appeared to be listening to LICA
and answered our call for a transportation czar, naming Tim Gilchrist, a respected industry veteran, to the post.

A Voice from the Past: Leadership
By March of 2009, it became obvious that the success other states were enjoying with federal stimulus money
for infrastructure was not being replicated in New York. To make a point, LICA turned to a proven leader from
the past for advice and encouragement. The late Master Builder Robert Moses was resurrected to serve as
the keynote speaker at LICA’s annual meeting. His leadership abilities, however, only amplified the lack of similar
abilities among current governmental officials.
That month LICA was joined by State Senator Chuck Fuschillo in filling a symbolic pothole along the
Meadowbrook Parkway to contrast the money spent between the great WPA program of the 1930s and the
current spending plan. Also during March, the DOT Commissioner went on vacation during the stimulus
programming and state budget deliberations and never returned to her post.
The Governor appeared to be responding to our industry’s call for action when he held an April news conference
in a Melville DOT maintenance garage, accompanied by press and politicians, to announce how much highway
spending would come to Long Island. In a cynical bait and switch funding maneuver, the Governor announced
various programs – long programmed for the region – as programs to be funded with stimulus dollars for state
highway projects, with the total funding less than what he had cut from Long Island the previous year.

Politics, Unemployment and Albany’s Indifference
Entering what is traditionally the heart of the construction season, LICA members and its unemployed workers
found spring to be a period of forced unemployment as it watched despicable politics being played out in the
State Capitol. In May the NYS Legislature passed an MTA bailout plan that severed the longstanding traditional
highway/transit equal funding split. The plan, ultimately passed, hijacked funding sources that normally financed
highway programs and created a new employer income tax.
Then, in June, the Senate leadership coup literally ended all business. LICA showed up at the steps of the
Capitol with a dilapidated payloader and three skeletons to highlight reality – the pending death of an industry.
The lack of construction projects and the slow dissemination of stimulus funds drew the attention of
the national media. CNN visited Long Island to interview LICA regarding the struggles of our
local industry.
Did You Know...
When reading the
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?
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Not In Silence
Ramping up advocacy efforts, LICA used the fall season to focus its message. LICA held workshops on public
affairs and political advocacy, evaluated public officials and issued report cards, organized industry-wide briefings and
designed strategic plans to force a focus on our infrastructure. An industry closed-door summit was held with virtually
every Long Island federal and state elected official.
LICA also garnered the support of New York State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli, who exposed what he has called the
state’s “highway robbery” of the highway and bridge dedicated fund. Congressman Tim Bishop, outraged at the
lack of spending from the federal dollars he fought so hard to secure on LICA’s behalf, sent all local officials back to
school to learn how to get our industry back to work. All these efforts caught the attention of the magazine “Building
Long Island” which featured its October cover story “Construction or Calamity?” on the current status of the industry.

Winter of Our Discontent
The winter came without any serious attention in Washington DC to extend the federal SAFETEA-LU program, which
had expired in September. LICA and our trade partners set up meetings and met personally with U.S. Senator
Charles Schumer and then, with Congressman Bishop’s assistance, Congressman James Oberstar, Chairman of
the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee. The proposed next state transportation program, immediately
rejected by Governor Paterson, was also a subject of winter legislative hearings and a panel of LICA members testified
before the State Senate Transportation Committee to lay out the draconian impact of his actions.

LICA Readies for the Challenges of 2010
In 2010 LICA will be stepping up its advocacy efforts even further. LICA will be supporting political leadership and
punishing those who abdicate their responsibilities to fight for the taxpayer’s biggest investment – our infrastructure.
Elected officials from the Hamptons to Albany to Washington already know LICA is relentless but with an entire
industry now at risk we shall be redoubling our advocacy program in 2010.

Crisis Response for LICA Member Executives
Regarding Long Island’s Construction Industry
The New York State Department of Labor released its latest statistics, confirming Long Island lost 1,100 construction
jobs in the last twelve months. The federal stimulus program brought less construction dollars to Long Island than
Governor Paterson cut from the state’s program. Washington has failed to renew the SAFETEA-LU transportation
program that expired in September, leaving the industry and the public with no long-term transportation funding plan.

(Continued on next page)
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LICA has created an aggressive, “no holds barred” battle plan to stabilize our industry and confront this
unprecedented situation. This plan involves a detailed advocacy and political strategy to be coordinated and
implemented by all industry leaders across the board. Membership support and input is essential in order
to successfully implement this strategic plan. A crisis response meeting will be held with the nearly 150 top
executives of all LICA member firms to discuss this plan. The meeting will be held on Monday, January 11th,
8:30 am, at the LICA headquarters, 150 Motor Parkway, Hauppauge, in the lower level conference room. For
more information, please contact LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst at mherbst@licanys.org.

Yes, We Mean It
At the closed-door summit meeting organized by construction industry leadership for Long Island elected officials,
Long Island Federation of Labor President John Durso remarked that political support of any kind is no
longer a given for elected officials who fail to support infrastructure projects vital to the future of the region.
A state senator attending the summit was overheard whispering to one of his colleagues, “I think these guys really
mean it.” Yes, we do.
Campaign contributions, long a barometer of support for an individual candidate, will be directly affected.
Whether a longtime advocate for public works or not, politicians will now know that the construction industry will
carefully weigh their support in what will be a hotly contested campaign year. In the meantime, there is a 30-35%
unemployment rate among the construction trades.
Our position has caught the attention of the media. You may click here to review a Daily News posting and a
copy of LICA’s response to officials.

New Year, New
Team
With an industry facing crisis LICA has also
re-evaluated its own ability to most effectively
respond to the challenges ahead. We are
poised to address these challenges with new
staff members who are equipped with the
latest digital technologies, energies and skills
to implement LICA’s detailed advocacy and
political strategy.

LICA welcomes Michelle Giametta and Louis Imbroto, Esq.
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Welcome Michelle Giametta
Michelle Giametta of Massapequa has been appointed Manager of Communications. Giametta will be responsible
for managing the LICA website, outreach via social media technologies, managing electronic communications and
newsletters, press releases and newsletter articles, as well as coordination of media events.
“Michelle Giametta brings her comprehensive background in communications, exceptional capabilities and
outstanding enthusiasm to this organization,” said Executive Director Marc Herbst. “Her experience in local
media, public affairs and digital media will allow us to expand programs that monitor state and local regulatory
actions, advocate for increased funding of public infrastructure projects, engage in labor negotiations and contract
enforcement, and provide timely industry news and information.”
Giametta’s previous work experience includes serving in positions at News 12 Long Island, the Independent Film
Channel (IFC), COX Radio’s WBLI and WBAB, and the office of Congressman Peter King. Giametta will be a May
2010 graduate of Hofstra University with a Bachelor Science in Mass Media Studies.

Welcome Louis Imbroto, Esq.
Louis Imbroto of Plainview has been appointed Manager of Policy & Government Affairs. Imbroto will serve as
a liaison to federal, state and local elected officials and to governmental and agency representatives involved in
funding, regulating and approving infrastructure projects.
“Louis brings comprehensive legal and legislative affairs background, extensive community service, and outstanding
capabilities to LICA,” said Executive Director Marc Herbst. “His legal experience, working in public and private
settings as well as his experience in Albany is key to our continuing support for our members. Louis will assist with
the continued expansion of programs and activities and his depth of knowledge will assist literally every member as
they navigate a complex regulatory environment.”
Imbroto previously worked for the Nassau County Attorney’s office, was involved in corporate, insurance,
environmental, real estate and land use matters at the law firm of Forchelli, Curto, Crowe, Deegan, Schwartz, Mineo,
& Cohn, and was a legislative intern for Assemblyman Michael Fitzpatrick.
Imbroto holds a Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Brooklyn Law School (2009) and is a 2006 graduate of Fordham
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, Minors in Philosophy and Theology.
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2010 LICA Safety Seminar this Friday
The 2010 annual LICA Safety Seminar will be held on this Friday, January 8th, 8:00am to 2:00pm, at the Sheraton
Long Island Hotel, 110 Motor Parkway, in Hauppauge. Openings are still available. If you have not registered
yet but wish to do so, please click here for the seminar announcement and registration form. Your registration
must be submitted as soon as possible.
Our association has secured the services of our national affiliate organization, the American Road and
Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA), to present a new and exciting program. ARTBA’s Division of Safety
and Education has planned a workshop that will prove to be a valuable learning experience. Following an OSHA/
FHWA Regulatory Update about what is happening in Washington DC, the bulk of the morning session will
be an interactive presentation of “Roadway Safety,” a state-of-the-art training program for roadway, utility and
transportation construction. All participants will receive free copies of the program and related materials. After
lunch is provided, the New York State Department of Transportation will share the latest regulatory issues from
the state’s perspective. LICA expects to offer PDH (professional development hour) credits for many of the day’s
programs.

Downstate Environmental Retrofit
Conference February 9th
LICA is joining a cooperative effort with the General Contractors Association (GCA) of New York City and the
Construction Industry Council (CIC) of Westchester and Hudson Valley to hold an Environmental Retrofit Conference
on Tuesday, February 9th, 8am – 1pm, at the Radisson Hotel in New Rochelle. Those gathering will include
equipment manufacturers, suppliers as well as contractors. The purpose is to discuss what products are available
and the various overlapping governmental regulations that impact our industry. Please keep an eye out for more
information as it becomes available. Meanwhile, mark your calendars for this special event. If any members would
like more information on having a booth at the event, please contact Casey Morgan at cmorgan@gcany.net.

Hofstra Offers OSHA Training for
Professional Development
Hofstra University’s Continuing Education program, in collaboration with American Safety Consultants, LLC, offers
a host of courses geared specifically for the heavy construction industry. If you are interested in enrolling in any
of these programs for the upcoming months, please call Hofstra University for more information at 516-4637800. The courses include Concrete Site Safety Manager, Inspection Workshop for Supervisors, Recordkeeping
Workshop for Supervisors, 24-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER),
OSHA 10-Hour Construction, Hazard Communications, HAZWOPER Refresher, DOT Work Zone Safety
Awareness, OSHA 30-Hour Construction, among others.
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday Schedule
For your convenience, please click here for the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday labor agreement wage rate
schedules. Please note that all holiday schedules are available on the LICA “members only” page on our website,
as well as other important information. You may visit the site at www.licanys.org. If you have any questions or
require more information regarding holiday schedules, please contact Josephine Magee at the LICA office,
631-231-LICA or jmagee@licanys.org.

Welcome, New Members
general contractor

Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corp.
Joe Stasi / Christopher Stasi
422 Maple Avenue
Westbury, NY 11590
PH: (516) 334-1229 FX: (516) 334-1245
Email: joes@stasibrothers.com

SUPPLIER

T. Mina, Inc.
J. T. Glancy
Thomas C. Mina, President
168 Long Island Avenue, Holtsville, NY 11742
PH: (631) 475-7400 FX: (631) 475-7774
Email: jt.glancy@tmina.com

LICA IN THE MEDIA:
Executive Director
Marc Herbst describes
the need for jobs
stimulus on News12
Long Island Talks

Bid results on next page
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Bid Results
Project Name
Woodhull School, Capital Improvements Phase 1

Owner
Fire Island Union Free School District

Contractor
North Star Concrete
Carter-Melence
Pioneer Construction Co.
Saracino Construction
Lipsky Enterprises Inc.

Bid Amount
$
130,000
185,211
233,675
273,800
366,725

Rebid - Robbins Lane Park

Town of Oyster Bay, Div Purchase & Supply, Dept Gen Svcs

Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Custom Clay Inc.

$

1,279,000
1,993,000
2,225,000
2,757,000
3,425,000

Asphalt Paving/Exterior Lighting Upgrade/Inwood Gardens

Town Of Hempstead Housing Authority

Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
H & A Landscape of Long Island
Suffolk Paving Corp
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.

$

295,000
315,550
355,355
376,800

Construct/Reconstruct Sidewalks/Combo Walk & Curb

Town Of Hempstead

E Cook Industries
ASV Benny Construction
H & A Landscape of Long Island
Valente Contracting
MKA Concrete & Masonry
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Jafco Group
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation

$

98,746
101,575
135,700
225,200
250,000
298,298
437,142
455,450

Rebid-Construct New Parking Facility @ Griffing Ave

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

CAC Industries
Rosemar Construction
Suffolk Asphalt
Fasco Asphalt Paving
J Anthony Enterprises
Norman Kurrass Contractor Inc.
E.W. Howell
Bi County Construction Corp
Watral Brothers Inc.
CIA Construction

$

232,658
282,181
284,809
294,961
309,689
321,000
321,498
356,849
362,747
392,121

Recharge Basin/Misc Work Bayshore Rd Well Field

Suffolk County Water Authority

D F Stone Contracting
Fidele Construction
Darr Construction Equipment Corp.
Watral Brothers Inc.
Norman Kurrass Contractor Inc.
Suffolk Asphalt
PSL Industries, Inc.
Nesconset Construction
Ed Cork & Sons
SMC Construction
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
TRS Construction
North Coast Maintenance dba J. Barwick Landscape
Bancker Construction Corp
Asplundh Construction Corp
Galvin Brothers, Inc.

$

34,333
51,000
55,800
76,660
76,913
97,767
98,900
100,878
110,000
118,400
118,800
120,975
123,000
126,400
130,067
171,000
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