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the
One Moses came down from the mountaintop with a new set of rules.
Another came back from the grave to tell the Long Island Contractors’
Association to learn from the past.
Legendary “Master Builder” Robert Moses, who passed away in 1981, made a
special appearance at LICA’s recent Annual Meeting Dinner at the Stonebridge
Country Club to offer the keynote address.
The popular and respected WNBC-TV News Correspondent Greg Cergol,
serving as the evening’s Master of Ceremonies, introduced the legendary
Moses and conducted a brief interview that allowed Moses, portrayed by
actor Robert Spiotto, to quote from his own words (mostly from his book,
Public Works, A Dangerous Trade).
Speaking to our current economic woes, Moses told LICA, “I don’t see
anything here I haven’t seen before. Men out of work. Politicians promising
to help. A run on the banks. Foreclosures. A president who’s a great
communicator trying to instill confidence. What you need is some steel and
concrete.”
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The Master Builder instructed the audience, “You build infrastructure, you
rebuild your economy. You put people back to work and you keep the sheriff
away from your home. It’s a lesson that I taught LaGuardia, Lehman and Smith
back in the ‘30s.”
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A Washington Perspective
Preceding “Robert Moses” was someone very much alive and helping guide many of the transportation issues
currently being debated in Washington. Dr. Pete Ruane, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the American
Road and Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA), traveled from our nation’s capital to deliver lively, candid
remarks about our industry’s immediate future. He provided his perspective on the federal stimulus program and
expectations for the next federal reauthorization program designed to fund our national infrastructure.
At the LICA board meeting held prior to the dinner he advised the organization that many states, such as Texas, are
well advanced and poised to snatch stimulus funding from other states that stumble through the process. He offered
a cautionary tale that should be heard in Albany -- Ruane stated the Missouri governor made a boneheaded move by
announcing initial stimulus projects in rural parts of his state while ignoring the populous areas. He is facing similar
political blowback from legislators and contractors similar to what is now occurring in New York.

LICA Candidates, Resolutions and Awards
The business portion of the LICA annual meeting called for the ratification of the LICA board’s acceptance of the
nominating committee’s recommendation for candidates. They will serve two new three-year board positions. The
Committee Chairman reported the recommendation of Greg Couch of Bi-County Construction and Jim Pratt of Pratt
Brothers to serve in the new terms of office. The decision was unanimously ratified by the membership at the annual
meeting.
The evening concluded with the presentation of LICA’s annual awards, expressing our appreciation to the champions
who have led the battle in securing federal stimulus dollars for transportation projects in the Nassau-Suffolk region.
The 2009 LICA Leadership Award was presented to Congressman Tim Bishop. The 2009 LICA Partnership Award was
presented to the Long Island Regional Planning Council and accepted by its Executive Director, Michael White.
LICA thanks the many dignitaries and elected officials who took time from their busy schedules to demonstrate their
support of LICA and attend the session. The guests included Suffolk Comptroller Joe Sawicki, Suffolk District Attorney
Tom Spota, Assemblyman Chuck Lavine, the Chairs of both county public works committees - Nassau Legislator Dave
Denenberg and Suffolk Legislator Brian Beedenbender, and Southold Highway Superintendent Peter W. Harris. Several
top aides also attended on behalf of their officials. They included Chief Deputy County Executive Jim Morgo for Suffolk
County Executive Steve Levy, Labor Commissioner Gene Coughlin for Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi, and
Regional Director Kristen Walsh for Senator Kirsten Gillibrand.

Did You Know...
When reading the
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?
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Stimulus Process - Lots of Letters, Not Lettings
You’ve been told to be “shovel ready.” You listened. Your firm is well-prepared and set to go to work. Your materials,
supplies, equipment, manpower, funding, insurance and bonding requirements are all arranged and set. But, rather
than being told to put that shovel in the ground, you receive a refresher course on the alphabet with a litany of
acronyms about the “process.” A simple request of “when” we can get to work is met with a condescending
response about how the “long time standard approval process will be followed.”
At a time when economic pain is rippling through the state, when moving vans are appearing in the middle of night,
State bureaucrats are committed to business as usual. The difference is they are now responsible for handing out
billions in stimulus dollars within a thicket of rules and regulations and mixed with an indifference that borders on
arrogance. And still the unemployment numbers go up.
Okay, the rules are the rules. So what are they? LICA, our federal and state legislators, as well as our fellow
contractor industry associations have asked and been equally frustrated with the response. Here’s the typical
alphabetic gibberish explanation we’ve received:
Are you getting this?
The local TCC will submit a project list from those submitted. Those will be vetted and sent to the area MPO, NYMTC,
who will again review and vet along with other projects from the other TCCs. After that, the MPO will place it on the
TIP and enact any amendments necessary. If and once approved, the jobs will be placed on the STIP, which NYSDOT
will review, but has no authority for approval, since FHWA is involved. The projects will join all others submitted by
the State’s other MPOs. Then the projects will have to be certified by the 2nd Floor, where the ultimate selection
decisions will be made. And if you want details, please feel free to search for a variety websites that you can monitor,
but be mindful that they contain stale information which is rarely updated.
You can’t make this stuff up. While it is frightening that LICA actually can decipher the above, it is clearly reflective
of the attitude and culture of the public sector charged with addressing this economic crisis. The federal legislation
mandates timelines of use-it-or-lose-it provisions for the money. Yet, New York cannot even provide the construction
industry will a simple timeline and identify those responsible for actual decisions throughout the process. Maybe they
will commission a blue ribbon committee to conduct a study so that someone can figure this out someday. There will
be plenty of unemployed to staff the committee.
Meanwhile, you may click here to at least view the Long Island projects that have been posted on the NYMTC (New
York Metropolitan Transportation Council) website.
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Route 110 Bid Opening this Week
The New York State Department of Transportation has been seriously hamstrung in trying to meet its year-end
$220 million targeted capital program goal for Long Island. Only $47 million in projects were encumbered before
the State’s budget office issued a directive halting any projects that did not receive 75% federal funding or posed
immediate safety threats. Our region was not slated for any projects meeting these requirements. Since then the
DOT officials have made valiant efforts to shift funding sources between various projects and secure necessary
approvals so that some projects could achieve the newly imposed federal funding limit.
Thanks to those successful efforts, DOT advertised a few projects for Long Island that now meet the funding goals.
These projects can be bid in this forth quarter of the fiscal year. One of the largest projects, the first phase of the
Route 110 reconstruction project estimated at $30 million, is scheduled for opening this Thursday, March 19th. The
first phase of the Route 112 project, expected to be in the $40 million range, is set for the next bid opening date.
Additionally, thanks to DOT’s efforts, our region is also expected additional bridge painting and traffic maintenance
contracts before the end of the fiscal year, both amounting to about five million dollars each.

Major LI Jobs Awarded to Out-of-State Firms
Last month, the federal government announced the award of one of its largest construction projects on Long Island,
Brookhaven Laboratory’s conventional facilities at the National Synchrotron Light Source II (NSLS-II). Torcon, Inc. of
New Jersey has been chosen to construct the building that will house the accelerator ring, the largest component of
the machine.
The out-of-state firm announced that 90 percent of the total construction contract cost of more than $170 million
will be spent directly with Long Island contractors and suppliers. However, to date, the services of firms outside the
Nassau-Suffolk region will be secured for the largest segments of the project, namely excavation and concrete work.
Torcon, nonetheless, has provided assurances to Long Island’s building and construction trades that local organized
labor will be employed.
Clare Rose Distributors, on the other hand, signals no intention of employing union workers or hiring Long Island firms
for its $30 million Yaphank distribution center project. A Kentucky–based firm will be the prime contractor with a
Canadian firm slated to perform the concrete work. Clare Rose, the region’s contracted distributor of Anheuser-Busch
products, will likely face a backlash from national and local organized labor forces for its decision to use non-labor
construction crews.
Click here to
view our web site
and dozens of
members’ photos
in our galleries.
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Suffolk to Sing Steel, Asphalt and Concrete?
LICA hosts its annual Suffolk Local Governments Breakfast on Thursday, April 2nd, 8:00 a.m. at the New York
Institute of Technology’s Epicurean Restaurant, 300 Carleton Avenue, Central Islip. Top elected officials, highway
superintendents and public works officials of Suffolk County, along with those representing the ten townships and a
significant number of villages have been invited to share their plans and expectations for the upcoming construction
season.
This event always proves to be beneficial for developing your work plan. LICA strongly recommends that you make
every effort to attend. Please click here for more information.

LICA’s Herbst to Talk Transportation at LIA
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst will serve as the featured speaker before the Long Island Association (LIA)
Transportation Committee. Herbst will discuss the current funding situation for Long Island’s infrastructure needs and
expectations for the immediate future.
The meeting will be held on Thursday, March 26th, 8:30 a.m., at the LIA Headquarters, 300 Broadhollow Road, Lower
Level, Conference Room A. If you would like to attend, please RSVP the LIA at Cfratello@longislandassociation.org.

Negotiations with Local 138 to Begin
LICA is once again reminding its members that negotiations with Operating Engineers Local No. 138 for a new contract
are set to begin. The current labor agreement expires in May. If there are any pertinent issues or views that you
believe should be brought to the negotiation table, please communicate directly with LICA Executive Director Marc
Herbst at 631-231-LICA or any member of LICA.
Additionally, if you have not already done so, we are asking our members the complete the required signatory forms
as soon as possible. Please click here for copies of the signatory application form.

Golf Outing
The registration applications for this year’s LICA annual golf outing have been mailed. Have you received yours?
If not, please click here for a copy. The venues once again will be the Nassau Country Club in Glen Cove and the
Meadow Brook Club in Jericho. Mark your calendars for Monday, April 20th.
LICA, a non-profit organization, depends heavily on the financial success of this event. This is the only fundraiser
that LICA holds each year to help offset our operating costs. Your support through sponsorships and participation
will help LICA in its mission to provide better services to you, our members. At a time when our industry faces
considerable challenges, we are counting on your generous support to make your voice heard in Albany, Washington
and on Long Island.
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Bid Date
Project Name
3/3/09 Capital improv/facility upgrades part II district wide

Owner
Huntington SD

Bid Results

Contractor
GC-Base Bid GC-1
Suffolk Paving
Saracino Construction
Excel Builders Group
Ferran Development
Construction Consultants
J Anthony Enterprises
Pioneer Asphalt
Kings Park
Fasco Asphalt
Laser Industries
Posillico Environmental
Watral Brothers
GC-Base Bid GC-2
Fasco Asphalt
Ferran Development
Watral Brothers
J Anthony Enterprises
Excel Builders Group
Kings Park
Pioneer Asphalt
Construction Consultants
Suffolk Paving
Eldor Contracting
Pioneer Construction
Saracino Construction
Posillico Environmental
GC- Base Bid GC - 3
Suffolk Paving
Saracino Construction
Ferran Development
Excel Builders Group
J Anthony Enterprises
Construction Consultants
Pioneer Asphalt
Fasco Asphalt
Kings Park
Posillico Environmental
Watral Brothers
GC - Base Bid GC - 4
Hi Lume Corp.
Peninsula Contracting
J Anthony Enterprises
Excel Builders Group
Construction Consultants
Vezandio Contracting
Kenstar Construction
GC - Base Bid GC - 6
Posillico Environmental
Saracino Construction
J Anthony Enterprises
Ferran Development
Pioneer Asphalt
Watral Brothers
Excel Builders Group
Kings Park
Suffolk Paving
Fasco Asphalt
Laser Industries
Construction Consultants

Bid Amount

3/4/09 Main St. road deck, shoulder, curb & sidewalk

Village of Northport

Ferrandino & Son
Concrete Plus
Ferran Development
East Area GC Corp.
Island Wide Site
Eagle Asphalt
J Anthony Enterprises
H & A Landscape
Corazzini Asphalt
Laser Industries
Suffolk Paving

3/4/09 Permanent Road Patches

Port Washington

not available

3/5/09 2009 Requirements: drainage & concrete construction

Town of Huntington

not available

3/5/09 Runway 10-28 & Taxiway A/B/C crack repairs

Town of E. Hampton Eagle Asphalt
CAC Contracting
Delalio Southfork Asphalt
Bi County Construction
Bimasco

3/6/09 Replacement of asphalt & bituminous shoulders

Suffolk WA

not available

3/6/09 Dogwood Ln roadway improvements

Lawrence Village

Drexler Land Development
Stasi Brothers Asphalt
Frank Robustello
Fasco Asphalt
Suffolk Paving

3/10/09 Resurfacing various county roads, phase XVI

Nassau DPW

not available

3/13/09 2009 Misc roadway improvements

V. of Kings Point

Carlo Lizza & Sons
Stasi Brothers Asphalt
Pioneer Asphalt
John McGowan & Son
New York Paving
Newborn Construction
Suffolk Paving Corp
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537,777
633,800
659,580
681,000
700,000
713,000
758,051
765,400
776,311
822,326
865,000
895,600

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

30,000
32,000
47,300
50,000
58,248
62,400
63,400
68,000
68,777
69,000
74,500
81,800
100,000

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

670,331
710,800
760,000
773,068
809,000
840,000
870,751
879,647
890,170
990,000
995,600

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

120,850
160,000
175,000
175,500
178,000
202,300
216,940

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

25,000
34,800
46,000
47,125
51,300
52,700
57,240
62,370
63,711
73,336
76,419
86,500

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

44,770
58,905
61,778
62,998
65,970
78,500
79,755
84,550
102,220
153,370
271,140

$ 405,168
$ 538,335
$ 783,000
$ 1,074,900
$ 1,295,291

$
$
$
$
$

87,210
88,018
96,790
117,043
122,290

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

212,743
228,732
240,603
260,246
262,515
293,375
323,057
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