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LICA Albany Summit
Forces Focus and
Accountability
Amidst the shot and shell for what passes for the State Capitol these
days, LICA’s delegation got the attention of the Governor’s Office, the State
Comptroller, the region’s Assembly and Senate delegation along with editorial
writers and selected reporters, as LICA presented our industry’s issues in
Albany last Wednesday.
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Elected officials came face to face with what happens when government fails
to deliver its promise, and state officials heard in no uncertain terms that the
absence of leadership craters individual jobs, careers, investments and an
entire industry.

• Bid Results

Employing political street theater followed up by solid staff work and oneon-one meetings, LICA asserted its voice and warned of dire political and
economic results if red tape and bureaucratic roadblocks aren’t resolved.

At the June 17 Albany press conference (from left to right): LICA
Executive Director Marc Herbst; Chairman James Pratt, III
(Pratt Brothers, Inc.); Assemblyman Steve Englebright; Senator
John Flanagan; Grant Hendricks, Jr. (LICA Board Member from
BIMASCO, INC.); James Haney III (LICA Board Member from Rason
Asphalt); and in the rear, mounted on the flatbedded equipment, the
hardhatted skeletons.

LICA held a news
conference beside the
State Capitol with three
life-size replica human
skeletons donning
hard hats positioned
on an inoperative,
dilapidated piece of
heavy equipment, to
symbolize the State’s
inability to aggressively
move downstate
infrastructure
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projects due to a lethargic, indifferent bureaucracy, contributing to the death of an industry. Assemblyman Steven
Englebright and Senators John Flanagan, Chuck Fuschillo, Kemp Hannon and Carl Marcellino attended the
news conference to show bi-partisan solidarity with LICA in outlining their concerns to the media.
Newsday’s editorial coverage of the effort would note, “Gov. David
A. Paterson’s administration has been rapidly losing people in key
positions since April. Just as $2 billion in federal stimulus money
should be flowing to shovel-ready transportation projects around
New York, the state Department of Transportation commissioner
has resigned and has not been replaced. Likewise, the insurance
superintendent is leaving next week, with no replacement in
sight. And two of the three highest-ranking officials of the Empire
State Development Corp. - which spurs business expansion - have
resigned.
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst and Board Chair Jim Pratt
discuss the devastating impact that delayed bureaucracy is having on the
LI construction industry and LI economy with Senators Carl Marcellino
and Charles Fuschillo.

“The departures offer a window onto the chaos that is enveloping
the executive branch. Timothy Gilchrist, Paterson’s stimulus czar, is
by all accounts capable, but he might have taken on too much. The Long Island Contractors’ Association last week sent
three replicas of human skeletons to Albany, to symbolize the death of the construction industry here. Little stimulus
money has reached Island projects.”

“Shovel Ready” means interment
Marc Herbst, Executive Director of LICA stated, “We are in the midpoint of the 2009 heavy construction season and NOT
ONE SHOVEL has moved downstate despite federal stimulus dollars being allocated and counted. Instead, the industry
faces unemployment levels exceeding 35%. These three skeletons represent the death of careers, the loss of homes
and the missed opportunities these stimulus funds were supposed to create. For Long Island and all of downstate,
`shovel ready’ means burial of the construction industry, not its rebirth.”
Herbst reminded state officials tasked with distributing stimulus dollars for public works, “These times do not allow
government to operate as business as usual. Instead, the bureaucracy must act like a business, and that business
needs to be on a war footing.”

Who is responsible for approving the approvals?
LICA is proposing that agencies implement a proven private sector business model that
Did You Know...
defines performance accountability. It is calling upon agencies, specifically DOT, to assign
When reading the
designated representatives to shepherd projects from cradle to grave. An “account
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
representative” concept would create a contact point throughout the process,
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
from conception, planning, design, construction and inspection. In addition
(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?
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to providing a “go-to” person for each project, this suggested practice will allow agency representatives to become
more familiar with the function and roles of other internal partners.
More than just complain about a dysfunctional process, LICA came armed with ideas, specific plans and the type
of documentation that made reporters say, “This is compelling. I want to see more of your analysis in a follow-up
interview.”

State lawmakers from Long Island see the problem
LICA thanks Long Island’s state legislative leaders
Assemblyman Bob Sweeney and Senator Dean
Skelos and their staffs for assisting in arranging meetings
with LICA board members who traveled to Albany to
underscore the seriousness of the crisis.

Making the LICA case in Albany meetings are Assemblyman Harvey Weisenberg,
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst, LICA Chair James Pratt, LICA Board
members Patrick Ahern and Paul Posillico, Assemblyman Tom McKevitt,
Assemblyman Robert K. Sweeney, and Assemblyman David McDonough.

Those attending from LICA included: Patrick Ahern of
Edward Ehrbar, Inc., James Haney, III of Rason Asphalt,
Grant Hendricks, Jr. of BIMASCO, Paul Posillico of
Posillico Group and James J. Pratt, III of Pratt Brothers.
You may click here to review the legislative packet LICA
presented our state officials.

Comptroller Commits to Help
Perhaps the most significant response LICA received from its Albany summit was from New York State Comptroller
Tom DiNapoli’s office. The Comptroller immediately dispatched his senior staff to make our industry’s concerns a top
priority. His team, headed by Deputy Comptroller Mary Louise Mallick, committed to take the following actions:
• Meet with LICA and discuss procedures planned to conduct audits of municipalities to determine compliance with
prevailing wage laws;
• Assess the possible disproportionate regional negative impact of the industry-crushing Office of Budget Bulletin 1184
(the directive that halted all projects not receiving 75% or more federal funding from being awarded);
• Update the Comptroller’s December 2005 critical report on Dedicated Highway and Bridge Trust Fund;
• Continue to fast-track review and approval process of ARRA stimulus projects and try to maintain current three-day
time frame process.
The day following the summit, Comptroller DiNapoli and his Assistant Comptroller for Intergovernmental and
Community Affairs, Joe Galante, personally met with LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst on Long Island. The
Comptroller reiterated his sincere desire to continue being supportive to our industry’s needs so that jobs can be
protected and infrastructure projects started on Long Island.
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DOT Commissioner “Within Days”
Governor David Paterson asked his Senior Advisor for Infrastructure and Transportation Tim Gilchrist, the
State’s stimulus czar, to meet with the LICA delegation during its visit to the State Capitol. Among the various
topics discussed, Mr. Gilchrist advised LICA that a
recommendation to fill the vacant Commissioner
of Transportation position would be made “within
days.” Executive Deputy Commissioner Stanley Gee,
a former FHWA Administrator for the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, has been serving as the Acting
Commissioner since the resignation of Commissioner
Astrid Glynn.

Marc Herbst & Tim Gilchrist

Gilchrist declined to divulge the names of those under
consideration but, in addition to Mr. Gee, there are five
prominent industry leaders that have been frequently
mentioned as potential successors to Glynn.

•S
 amara “Sam” Barend is considered an industry rising star. The former congressional candidate and governmental
affairs director for engineering and consulting firm STV Group is now the Executive Director of Governor Paterson’s
State Asset Maximization Commission.
• Bob Dennison, DOT’s Chief Engineer, is highly regarded as a skilled, deeply knowledgeable professional insider. He’s
enjoyed contractors’ respect since his long stint as DOT’s Hudson Valley Regional Director.
• J ohn Egan, the former DOT Commissioner, currently serves as the State’s Commissioner of the Office of General
Services. Often viewed as among DOT’s most popular past commissioners, staff would likely welcome the return of
this experienced public administrator.
• Frank McArdle, the former CEO of the General Contractors Association, is now leading our State’s lobbying
efforts for TEA-3 federal funds. His knowledge as a Commissioner of the National Surface Transportation Policy and
Revenue Study Commission would be beneficial to the State.
• Mitchell Pally remains an articulate advocate for Long Island’s unique needs as a commissioner of the MTA.
A respected transportation policy expert, this Long Islander previously served as Chief Counsel to the Senate
Transportation Committee and helped craft prior bond acts that successfully financed key infrastructure projects.
The Governor’s nominee may come from the list above or he may choose someone not on the political “radar
screen”, as Governor Spitzer did when he plucked Glynn from Massachusetts state government service. Nonetheless,
whoever he selects for the remaining 18 months of his term, that nominee may have to wait a long time for
confirmation due to the current stalemate in the State Senate. For that reason the nominee needs the respect of both
sides of the political aisle and the means to demonstrate solid professional credentials during the vetting process.
Such a candidate will not only aid the taxpayer and the construction industry but the Paterson Administration as well.
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LICA to Host Bishop Fundraiser
It is a long-time LICA philosophy: Reward leadership.
Genuine leadership has been described as showing courage, insight and effectiveness during times of crisis. And few
in elective office have lived that definition better than Long Island’s Congressman Tim Bishop, a tireless advocate on
behalf of the region’s transportation needs.
As a member of the House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure, Mr. Bishop has been a quiet but effective
leader in formulating the next federal reauthorization program, expected to be debated this fall and one that will
define the future of public works here and throughout America.
Now is the time to honor Congressman Bishop by standing with him as he faces re-election. LICA is urging those
inside and beyond its organization to demonstrate support for an elected official who has shown the type of genuine
leadership we so desperately need during times of crisis. You are invited to join the Congressman’s friends and
supporters at Mario Restaurant, 644 Motor Parkway, Hauppauge, Tuesday, June 30th at 12:30pm.
Contributions are at “Gold” and “Silver” levels of $500 or $250. Under federal election’s law only personal checks or
contributions from federal PAC accounts can be accepted.
Our industry has publicly challenged mediocrity in public service and understands all too well the damage it has done
to our region, State and nation.
Now, it’s our responsibility to support excellence when we see it.
For more information, please contact LICA Deputy Director Sal Rinaldi at srinaldi@licanys.org or 631-231-LICA.

NYS Environmental Board Approves Diesel Retrofit
Within the last several days the New York State Environmental Board unanimously approved regulations that will lead
to a major reduction in air pollution emitted by heavy-duty diesel trucks. The regulations require that all such vehicles
owned by New York State agencies, authorities and by contractors working on behalf of the State, be retrofitted to
decrease emissions by Dec. 31, 2010.
In its announcement, the board explained that diesel exhaust is associated with a number of health issues, such as
asthma, cardiovascular disease and even premature death. In addition to harmful particles that can lodge in the lungs,
diesel exhaust contains a number of toxic contaminants and is a contributor to the formation of ground-level ozone.
Installation of retrofit control technology on the diesel engines in New York State will reduce emissions of both particulate
matter (PM), as well as the associated toxic contaminants. Roughly 30,000 state-owned vehicles will be impacted.

(continued on next page)
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“Reducing these emissions is another step in the right direction to improve air quality in New York State and protect
the health of our residents,” explained Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Pete Grannis,
who also chairs the Environmental Board. “Diesel engines are a major source of harmful particulate matter in New
York State and while new engines are subject to stringent requirements for particulate matter, older, existing engines
are not. Since diesel engines are very durable and function for many years, it is important to reduce emissions from
these vehicles as well. These new regulations address this issue by requiring that older engines become equipped with
the latest retrofit technology.”
The regulations require vehicles use the “Best Available Retrofit Technology,” which can vary with vehicle type.
Depending on type, retrofitting can reduce a heavy-duty diesel’s PM emissions by 25-85 percent.

Waivers and retrofits
Because the State recognized that no retrofit technology exists for some vehicles, the regulations allow for owners of
such vehicles to apply for a waiver from the requirements. The ability to retrofit an engine depends on a number of
factors, including the engine age, engine technology and the duty cycle of the vehicle. The regulations also require the
same vehicles to use ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel, which will further reduce harmful emissions.
Some major state agencies directly impacted by the regulations include the Department of Transportation, Office of
General Services, Thruway Authority, Metropolitan Transportation Authority, and DEC, as well as their contractors.

Tickets for July 23rd LICA Evening Cruise Going Fast
Don’t miss the boat! Last year’s event was extremely popular. Based on early returns, it appears that large group
purchases by LICA member firms will prove this event to be a success once again. If you have not yet made
reservations we encourage you to do so as soon as possible to ensure you can participate.
LICA will be boarding the Nautical Cruise Lines in Freeport on Thursday, July 23rd at 7:00pm. For more information,
please click here.

Downstate DOT Partnering Session Moved
to July 14th
The next quarterly New York State Department of Transportation partnering session with the three downstate
contractor associations – LICA, the Construction Industry Council of Westchester & Hudson Valley (CIC), and the
General Contractors Association on New York City (GCA) – will be held at the GCA offices, 60 East 42nd Street, New
York City, on Tuesday, July 14th, 11am – 2pm. (It was originally set for June 12th but scheduling conflicts required it
to be postponed.) LICA members are encouraged to attend these informative sessions as they provide insight into
the direction and tempo of the industry. If you wish to have a particular topic placed on the agenda, please contact
LICA Executive Marc Herbst at mherbst@licanys.org or 631-231-LICA.
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July 4th Holiday Schedule
LICA wishes its members and supporters a happy and safe July 4th holiday week. Independence Day falls on a
Saturday this year.
We urge you to show your appreciation of a free and independent America by thanking a veteran and active duty
military personnel. Too often our nation forgets that these men and women allow us to continue to celebrate this
observance. For holiday schedules, please click here.

CLICK HERE to
view our latest
photo gallery
from the June
17 press
conference
in Albany
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Bid Results
Bid Date
Project Name
6/9/09 Parking Lot Repair, Reseal, Southold Elementary, Base
Bid GC1

Owner
Southold School District

Contractor
DeLailio South Fork Asphalt
Corazzini Asphalt
Parkline Asphalt
Suffolk Paving Corp
Eagle Asphalt Maintenance
Watral Brothers, Inc.

6/11/09 Sidewalk Construction Routes 25 & 25A

NYS DOT

6/16/09 Rebid-Track/Field Reconstruction at Paul Schreiber, Base Port Washington School District
Bid GC1

6/17/09 Bond Issue Related Capital Improvement, Phase 1B,
Contract 2 Site Drainage

Sachem Central School District

E.W. Howell
Newborn Construction
Chesterfield Associates
New York Paving, Inc.
GGG Construction Corp.
Bi-County Construction
ALAC Contracting Corp.

Bid Amount

$20,815
$31,000
$40,150
$58,500
$62,442
$66,000
$920,000
$1,032,456
$1,059,559
$1,196,969
$1,220,208
$1,393,219
$1,515,151

Watral Brothers, Inc.

$690,000

Eagle Asphalt Maintenance
Fasco Asphalt Paving
Landtek Group, Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Araz Industries

$733,400
$789,500
$794,650
$818,000
$821,836

Watral Brothers, Inc.

$1,099,000

D F Stone Contracting
ADJO Contracting Corp

$1,487,222
$1,606,600
$2,567,134
$2,636,636
$2,982,250

6/18/09 Safety & Pavement Standby Contract

NYS DOT

Newborn Construction, Inc.
E.W. Howell
Posillico Civil, Inc.

6/18/09 Rehab Robert Moses Causeway NB Superstructure

NYS DOT

Kiska Construction
Peter Scalamandre
Posillico Civil, Inc.
Grace Industries, LLC
American Bridge
DeFoe Corp.
Newborn Construction
Gateway Industries
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Judlau Contracting
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$35,320,000
$37,477,000
$37,766,456
$38,352,252
$39,634,017
$39,721,656
$43,876,125
$46,990,814
$47,323,690
$61,880,000
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