BiWeekly e-gram that contains
the latest news and information
vital to LICA’s members

OCTO B ER 27, 2009

LICA PAC Lunch
Reception This Thursday
Honoring Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver,
Special Guest – New York
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli
This is your chance to speak directly
to the last effective leaders of New
York State government who can do
something to address the crisis our
industry is in.
And no one can explain the difficulties
you and your business are facing
during this recession-induced crisis
better than you.
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For your own sake, and that of the industry, LICA strongly urges you to
personally attend this Thursday’s PAC reception and personally share your
experiences with New York State Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and
his Long Island delegation members. New York State Comptroller Tom
DiNapoli has also agreed to be our special guest and introduce his long time
colleague, Speaker Silver, to LICA members.
The luncheon reception will be held this Thursday, October 29th, beginning at
12 noon, at the Rosewood Inn Restaurant, 1148 Walt Whitman Road (west side
of NY Route 110, between the L.I.E. and Northern State Parkway), Melville.
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To put this meeting in perspective, there is only one way for the region to confront Governor Paterson’s shocking
decision to dismiss the Department of Transportation’s proposed capital program. It is by appealing directly to Speaker
Silver who can galvanize the Assembly to respond and force reconsideration of that disastrous decision.
That is why LICA has selected Assembly Speaker Silver and his Long Island members as the honorees for the 2009
PAC reception. And that is why you need to attend in force. This is the only avenue our industry will have to bring
sanity back to the irrational decision to zero out the capital budget.
Joining Speaker Silver and Comptroller DiNapoli at the reception will be last year’s LICA PAC reception honoree, Suffolk
County Democratic Chairman Rich Schaffer and the following Long Island Democratic Assembly members:
Assemblyman Marc Alessi			
Assemblywoman Patricia Eddington		
Assemblyman Steven Englebright		
Assemblywoman Ginny Fields		
Assemblywoman Earlene Hooper		

Assemblyman Charles Lavine
Assemblyman Phil Ramos
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel
Assemblyman Robert Sweeney
Assemblyman Harvey Weisenberg

If you have not yet responded to LICA’s invitation, please contact LICA Deputy Director Sal Rinalidi at
srinaldi@licanys.org or 631-231-LICA (5422) for more information.

Report on Looted State Highway Trust
Fund Expected This Week
At the urging of LICA, New York State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli has directed his staff to initiate a new analysis of the
New York State Dedicated Bridge and Highway Trust Fund that has been consistently looted by Albany for purposes
other than its original mandate, the creation of effective infrastructure.
LICA had requested the Comptroller to revisit a critical report the Department issued in December 2005 containing
many recommendations to reform the fund which the state legislature never implemented.
The fund, created as a pay-as-you-go revenue stream for capital construction projects, continues to be raided for
other purposes, such as snow and ice removal maintenance, the administration of the Department of Motor Vehicles
and bond indebtedness, none of which has protected the state’s aging infrastructure.
It is believed that 70% of today’s fund is burdened supporting debt and monies from the operating budget must be
transferred to keep the fund solvent. We suspect Comptroller DiNapoli’s new report will validate LICA’s criticism of
the fund’s administration.
For those attending LICA’s PAC reception, you will have the opportunity to speak directly with Comptroller DiNapoli
about the report.
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Long Island Lost 8,200 Construction Jobs
While $60 Million in Federally Approved
Projects in Suffolk Remain Unspent
Long Island Association Economist Dr. Pearl Kamer has issued a report that the Long Island region has lost 8,200
construction jobs within the last year. The industry’s 30% unemployed didn’t need to see that report to know firsthand
how difficult things are.
However, an even more disturbing statistic was revealed by an obviously angry Congressman Tim Bishop during
the construction industry’s closed door summit on October 5th. More than $60 million worth of guaranteed federally
funded projects remain on the shelf in the offices of Suffolk County municipalities. You may click here to review the
list of projects (LICA is seeking a similar listing for Nassau County). That finding underscores the fact that many of our
construction workers remain unemployed because of bureaucratic indifference.
Following the summit, Congressman Bishop and other regional Congressional Representatives continued to express
their exasperation over the fact that their hard won appropriations victories in Washington are not turning into jobs back
on Long Island.
Several state legislators, including ranking Assemblyman Bob Sweeney also expressed dismay that funded projects
within their districts are not being advanced.

Putting It on the Table
In partial response to this local failure, Congressman Bishop, joined by Congressman Steve Israel, is setting up
a Long Island Infrastructure Workshop on Monday, December 14th, 11am, in Hauppauge. They have received
a commitment from the Chairman of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, Congressman Jim
Oberstar (D-Minnesota) to attend this important event.
The workshop will be led by representatives from FHWA and NYSDOT to assist municipalities, contractors and
consultants gain a better understanding of the strings attached to federal infrastructure funding. FHWA and
NYSDOT will cover many of the rules and regulations associated with highway funding including the Procedures for
Locally Administered Federal Aid Projects (PLAFAP) to give attendees a step up when trying to obtain
federal funding.
Did You Know...
When reading the
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?

Most importantly, the focus of the meeting is going to be putting projects out on the
street, plain and simple. While the existing delay may lie with the municipalities,
it is important for LICA members to attend this workshop so that our
industry can know precisely what the issues may be and then be better
prepared to keep our governmental partners’ feet to the fire.
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Fed Dollars May Sit Idle but Steve Levy
is Cutting Checks and Creating Jobs
The Long Island construction industry is naming Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy its most valuable player
of the season with his decision to aggressively move ahead in awarding road improvement projects.
There is no small irony that Mr. Levy is spending dollars on infrastructure given his political reputation for being so
stingy that it would embarrass even Ebenezer Scrooge, yet he has increased capital spending to record levels. He
repeatedly cites the fact that in tight economies the County can acquire services at the most competitive prices
while creating new jobs that, in turn, help his tax base.
From 2000 to 2003, the Suffolk County Department of Public Works typically completed $12 million to $18 million
dollars worth of highway construction annually. Since 2003, the contract awards have steadily increased to the
2009 level totaling $87.5 million. The value of the 2009 construction awards is approximately 5 times that of the
pre-2003 awards. The list below provides total contract awards per calendar year:
2000
2001
2002
2003

-

$
$
$
$

16 Million
12 Million
11.5 Million
18.5 Million

2004 - $ 12 Million
2005 - $ 19 Million
2006 - $ 26 Million

2007 - $ 27 Million
2008 - $ 55 Million
2009 - $ 87.5 Million

LICA thanks County Executive Steve Levy and his Department of Public Works staff, under the leadership of
Commissioner Gil Anderson, for their courage and foresight to invest in economic development.

LICA’s Political Report Card on Public
Officials on the Eve of Election Day
County Executive Steve Levy is not facing the electorate on Election Day this year but many other elected officials
are presenting themselves to voters in hopes of returning to office. While LICA does not endorse candidates for
public office, it does make recommendations which officials demonstrate support for the issues and needs of the
infrastructure industry.
LICA surveyed all incumbent town officials and issued a political report card based on their responses. (You
may click here to review LICA’s press release). Receiving excellent grades were the Town of Babylon (A+) and
the Town of Brookhaven (A). Based on these rankings we congratulate the following officials and ask that you
consider their town’s performance when entering the voting booths this year.
• Babylon Supervisor Steve Bellone • Brookhaven Supervisor Mark Lesko
• Brookhaven Highway Superintendent John Rouse
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Trick or Treat from Congress on
Halloween?
SAFETEA-LU, the federal six-year transportation program expired on September 30th. Since Washington failed
to deliver a new long-term transportation program, Congress instead passed a one-month Continuing Resolution
for Appropriations that extended SAFETEA-LU until the end of this month. We are waiting action by Congress this
week to find out if Congress will provide our industry with a “trick or treat.”
According to LICA’s national affiliate, the American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA), with the
current extender to expire on Halloween, Senate Environment & Public Works Committee leaders have initiated
an attempt to pass a six-month extension of the highway and transit programs. The Senate has tried multiple
times, including earlier this week, to advance the 18-month transportation program extension long supported by
the Obama Administration. Those efforts, however, have been repeatedly blocked. The move to a six-month
extension appears to recognize the reticence that currently exists in the House and Senate at this point delaying
reauthorization until 2011.
Congressman Tim Bishop and U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer are having their staffs keep in daily contact with
LICA regarding the ongoing deliberations. Halloween clichés aside, much hangs in the balance regarding benefits
for the region.

What Was Your Experience with ARRA
Process?
The Chairman of that New York State Assembly Transportation Committee, Assemblyman David Gantt
(D-Rochester), has invited LICA to testify at a public hearing on November 12th at the State Capitol. The purpose
of the hearing is to receive testimony regarding the federal transportation stimulus projects undertaken by the New
York Department of Transportation. LICA Chairman Jim Pratt is directing Executive Director Marc Herbst to
offer comments on behalf of our Association members.
While LICA has been very critical of the stimulus program, we are seeking specific examples of issues our
members have grappled with throughout the program. If you have bid on an ARRA project, been awarded a
project or expect to bid or begin construction on one, we ask that you kindly reach out to Executive Director Marc
Herbst at mherbst@licanys.org or 631-231-LICA (5422) and share your experiences.

(Continued on next page)
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LICA plans to compliment DOT and its staff for its extraordinary effort administering the program in spite of lacking
leadership and grappling with over-burdensome regulations. We will also express concern with the delay of several
local municipalities with advancing its projects, such as Nassau County (safety, drainage, pavement improvements
on Jackson Avenue in Syosset; and refurbishing pavement marking on County roads).
Other issues include challenges in achieving cooperative efforts from utilities to expedite projects, such as with
LIPA and Verizon along Route 112. LICA needs additional examples to strengthen our remarks. We look forward
to your comments.

Save the Date – LICA 2009
Holiday Party
Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, December 16th, 5:30 – 10:00 pm, the 2009 LICA Annual Holiday Party.
This year’s event will be held at the Watermill Caterers in Smithtown. For more information, please click here.

Veterans Day – 11th day, 11th month,
11th hour
For your convenience, please click here for the Veterans Day holiday labor agreement wage rate schedules.
Please note that all holiday schedules are available on the LICA “members only” page on our website, as well as
other important information. You may visit the site at www.licanys.org.

LICA seeks to control costs
of Rt 112 project that
would be associated with
nighttime construction.
Click here to view story.
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Welcome, New Member
Associate Member
Tocqueville Asset Management, L.P.
Michael Bertash
40 West 57th Street, NY, NY 10019
Phone: 212-698-0800
Email: mbertash@nyca-llc.com

Bid Results
Bid Date
Project Name
10/15/09 2009 Road Repaving & Reconstruction

Owner
Village of Atlantic Beach

Contractor
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corp.
Suffolk Asphalt
Thomas Novelli Contracting
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving, Inc.
Newborn Construction

Bid Amount
$220,000
$233,333
$243,820
$246,195
$254,136

10/16/09 Great Neck Plaza Bond St Traffic Calming

Village of Great Neck Plaza

Newborn Construction, Inc.
Fasco Asphalt Paving

$182,182
$205,409

10/16/09 Traffic Calming Barstow Road

Village of Great Neck Plaza

Newborn Construction, Inc.
Fasco Asphalt Paving

$256,134
$269,734

10/19/09 Glen Cove Ferry Terminal(Lump Sum)

City of Glen Cove

G Penza & Sons/Village Dock JV
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Posillico Environmental Inc.
Chesterfield Associates
Scalamandre Organization
Valsen Marine

$8,928,847
$10,743,000
$10,923,300
$10,971,040
$12,869,617
$13,782,280

10/22/09 Rehab CR 17, Wheeler Rd from vicinity of CR 100

Suffolk County DPW

Adjo Contracting Corp.
D F Stone Contracting
E.W. Howell
Suffolk Asphalt
Asplundh Construction Corp.
Bi County Construction Corp.
Araz Industries
Kings Park Industries, Inc.

$2,523,161
$2,572,222
$2,759,991
$2,812,266
$3,177,313
$3,213,519
$3,336,360
$3,367,470

10/22/09 Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade &
Expansion(GC Total)

Village of Patchogue

RJ Industries

$8,906,550

Heritage Mechanical
Bensin Contracting Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Philip Ross Industries, Inc.
WHM Plumbing & Heating Contr. Inc.
Posillico Civil, Inc.

$9,399,000
$9,695,325
$10,084,300
$10,372,000
$10,455,000
$11,628,300
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