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Dear Potential Respondent:
It is my pleasure to invite responses to this Request for Expressions of Interest (RFEI) regarding
development of the Nassau Hub.
From Charles Lindbergh’s first trans-Atlantic flight to the discovery of the structure of DNA, Nassau
County has been home to major technological breakthroughs for over a century. The County’s highly
skilled workforce stems from a long history in industries such as aerospace and defense, life sciences,
and advanced manufacturing, while Nassau County’s research, health care and academic institutions
and close proximity to the business capital of the world – New York City – help ensure that its
competitive edge is constantly advancing.
Nassau County is committed to leveraging these assets to support an innovative economy while
creating new jobs and opportunities for our residents. A top priority is unlocking the potential of the
Nassau Hub, a 77-acre site in the heart of the County, as a live-work-play innovation district.
The Nassau Hub is home to the recently renovated NYCB Live, Home of the Nassau Veterans
Memorial Coliseum, a premier sports and entertainment venue. Nassau Events Center, LLC, a BSE
Global company (“BSE”), has invested over $180 million to renovate the Coliseum and, along with
additional support from the State of New York, will welcome back the NY Islanders hockey team for 60
games over the next three seasons. BSE and the County are highly motivated to ensure the continued
success of the Coliseum and the optimal and expeditious development of the Nassau Hub. The County
and BSE will be cooperating regarding future development of the Nassau Hub.
I am also delighted that the Memorial Sloan Kettering (MSK) Nassau facility is scheduled to open
in 2019 at the Nassau Hub. This cancer treatment center will house the area’s most comprehensive
cancer care program and will serve the entire Nassau County community.
The Nassau Hub is adjacent to Hofstra University, Nassau Community College, Mitchell Field County
Park, Museum Row and two large Class A office developments. It is a short distance from other
educational institutions and medical/health facilities. The site is easily accessible to major highways,
and closely located to public bus and rail service. The opportunities for development at the Nassau
Hub come amidst major investments in our regional transportation infrastructure that support the
growth and success of an innovation district. These include crucial Long Island Rail Road projects that
will increase regional commuter train capacity by 50%, with plans underway to further improve access
and frequency of mass transit services to the Nassau Hub. Additional investments by New York State
include the renovation of our regional airports - JFK International and LaGuardia.
The possibilities are endless for a truly transformational live-work-play district in the heart of Nassau
County. We are excited to share this opportunity with you.

Sincerely,

Laura Curran
Nassau County Executive
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INTRODUCTION
Nassau County seeks expressions of interest from a wide array of respondents, including developers, real estate and
marketing firms, transportation and housing experts and academic, research and corporate organizations interested
in partnering with us on realizing a new Nassau Hub Innovation District. We welcome all ideas that maximize use of
available acreage, development allowances and funding opportunities to unlock the potential of this site.
The County is open to expressions of interest for the entire available site and/or ideas for a specific portion of the site,
that could consist of one or more of the following:
• Corporate employer in the life sciences and bio research area
• Entertainment, exhibition, trade show, public gathering uses to complement the Coliseum, which could
		 include a new hotel and/or convention center at the site
• Retail, restaurant, sports bar, or experiential entertainment
• Multi-type housing options
• Transportation to and within the site

The County is keenly interested in ideas for enhancing mobility, access to green space and sustainability at the site.
We welcome respondents’ input on the appropriate mix of uses and optimal siting for the various proposed uses,
including structured parking which will free up development acres.

BUILDING UPON THE COLISEUM ASSET
Owned by Nassau County and operated by BSE, NYCB Live, Home of the Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum plays
an important role at the Nassau Hub. With a seating capacity of up to 14,500, the Coliseum has hosted over 200 events
and 800,000 visitors in its first year since re-opening. In addition to welcoming back the Islanders for the next three
seasons, the Coliseum is home to the LI Nets basketball team, and its Exhibition Hall hosts various expos and trade
events throughout the year. BSE has programmed a wide variety of family and other entertainment events, as well
as made great use of outdoor space surrounding the Coliseum. BSE operates the Coliseum under a long-term lease
for the arena and surrounding parking areas. The County, in cooperation with BSE, is looking to continue to leverage
the excitement generated by the renovated Coliseum with a complementary mix of new uses as we free up areas now
reserved for parking and build out the site.

Nassau Hub Innovation District Solicitation

3

VISION
The Nassau Hub Innovation District will embrace the following goals:
• Foster collaboration among existing and new academic, medical, and research institutions
• Tap into the region’s highly skilled workforce and create high-paying knowledge industry jobs that grow the
		 biotech and high-tech industries
• Incorporate complementary mixed-use development and amenities, with on-site residential housing
• Prioritize sustainability and mobility by incorporating robust transit services, walkable streets,
		 public green space and green building technologies
• Create a synergistic physical environment which embraces a range of daytime and evening activities,
		 building on the success of the Coliseum and promoting the notion of live-work-play

Research & Lab Space

Academic Space

Robust Transit &
Walkable Streets

Corporate Office Space

Nassau
Hub
Innovation
District

Multi-Type Housing

Sports &
Entertainment

Restaurants & Shopping

Green Space
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FUNDING PARTNERSHIPS
Nassau County is excited by the partnership that has been formed with Governor Andrew M. Cuomo toward the
advancement of a transformative development project at the Nassau Hub. The State of New York has committed
nearly $90 million to Nassau County including the following:
• $85 million to construct one or more parking garages in support of a transformational development
• $4 million for planning and construction of on-site infrastructure improvements, including
		 green pedestrian overpasses connecting the Hub to adjacent sites and improving walkability.

There is the further possibility of receiving the following funds from New York State:
• $20 million to advance the establishment of a new life sciences employer at the Hub
• $10 million for the construction of a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system at the Hub

Additionally, the Nassau County Industrial Development Agency may provide incentives to companies to assist with
business development and support job growth, including
• Real estate tax exemptions
• Sales and use tax exemptions
• Mortgage recording tax abatements
• Tax exempt financing

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Nassau County has wide support for this initiative from surrounding stakeholders, including Hofstra University,
Nassau Community College, commercial developers, and the Town of Hempstead. Recent participation on our Nassau
Hub Advisory Committee was outstanding.
“The RFEI is an opportunity to transform the Hub into a vibrant economic center that will benefit our residents,” said
Town of Hempstead Supervisor Laura Gillen. “We are hopeful to see shovels in the ground as soon as possible as we
move forward on developing the site to its fullest possible potential.”
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ILLUSTRATIVE INNOVATION DISTRICTS

Cortex Innovation Community
St. Louis, Missouri
A mixed-use innovation hub and technology district
surrounded by universities, medical centers, cultural
and recreational uses. Approximately 1.7 million
square feet of new and rehabilitated space has been
completed or is under construction.

Arena District
Columbus, Ohio
A 75-acre mixed-use entertainment district
featuring an arena (home to an NHL team),
housing, office space, a convention center, hotels,
restaurants, park space, and more.
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South Lake Union
Seattle, Washington
An emerging 50-acre innovation district with
biotechnology and biomedical research facilities.
Also consists of commercial, residential, restaurants,
retail, hotels, and public space. Developments include
Amazon, Google, and the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation.

Downtown Commons
Sacramento, California
A mixed-use entertainment district with 1.5 million
square feet of retail, restaurant, and entertainment
venues, including an arena (home to an NBA
team).
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SITE MAP
The 72 acres of County-owned
land at the Nassau Hub is
outlined in red. Not included in
this acreage is the MSK Nassau
facility, and the Long Island
Marriott Hotel. The Nassau
Community College campus is
located to the north of the Hub,
while the Hofstra University
campus is to the west. The
65-acre Francis T. Purcell
Preserve is located to the east
of the Hub, while a mix of uses
line the southern boundary.

AERIAL VIEW

Photo Credit: Kevin P. Coughlin
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SITE DESCRIPTION
Acreage

Current Zoning

Total Nassau Hub area

77 acres

Property owned by
Memorial Sloan Kettering

5 acres

Remaining County-owned land

72 acres

Land owned by County subject to Coliseum
Lease that allows for development of land
not necessary for parking

61 acres

Land owned by County not subject
to Coliseum Lease and suitable
for corporate use

11 acres

Max Floor Area Ratio of 1.6

Accessibility
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~3.1 million sq. ft. total development

Up to 500 housing units

Permitted uses include entertainment, food service,
theater(s), convention center, exhibition facility,
hotel, office & more

Nassau County Facts

Property fronts state road carrying 50,000 cars/day

Location

20 miles east of
New York City

Adjacent to Meadowbrook State Parkway

Population

1.4 million

Surrounded by premiere
cultural, athletic, academic institutions

Transportation

Convenient
mass transit

Close to high-end shopping destinations,
restaurants, world-renowned beaches

Education Levels

90% have completed HS,
40% have BA or higher

Multi-use trail along site perimeter

Median
Household Income

Over $100,000
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SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
Interested parties shall provide no more than ten (10) pages in response (including maps and other supporting
materials), to include: (1) name of the company, (2) company principals, (3) brief description of prior, related
experience and (4) vision for the Nassau Hub, in narrative form.
Nassau County will accept questions through June 29, 2018. Questions can be directed to econdev@nassaucountyny.gov.
The County will post responses on the Nassau County Planning Division website: https://www.nassaucountyny.
gov/2856/Planning-Department. Expressions of Interest must be submitted electronically to econdev@
nassaucountyny.gov no later than 4:00 PM on July 20, 2018.
The County wishes to highlight our keen interest in attracting a life sciences or bio tech corporate employer to
the Hub, to complement activities of Memorial Sloan Kettering, Hofstra Medical School, Winthrop Hospital, Cold
Spring Harbor Laboratory and other nearby institutions. Locating a corporate employer at the Hub could take
place in advance of other development activities. The County would welcome proposals from such an employer
and is poised to offer an attractive package of incentives. Interested parties should contact Evlyn Tsimis at
etsimis@nassaucountyny.gov.
The ideas solicited through this RFEI are intended to assist the County to formulate a plan for transformational
development at the Hub. Responses may inform a future procurement process including a RFP. This RFEI is not an
offer to award a contract. No respondent shall have any rights against the County arising from its participation in this
RFEI, including any rights against the County for the County’s use of information in a response to this RFEI. All costs
associated with responding to the RFEI are the sole responsibility of the Respondent.
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