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Expect municipal investment in our public infrastructure to be front and center during
the upcoming Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) Nassau County Local
Governments Summit to be held Friday, February 10th from 8:00-10:00am at the
Carlyle on the Green, Bethpage State Park.
Mirroring the LICA Suffolk Summit, the gathering welcomes local municipal officials
so that LICA membership may hear, first-hand, plans for the upcoming public works
construction season. Expected to attend are Nassau County officials, Nassau town
supervisors, highway superintendents and DPW commissioners.
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Among those invited are Nassau County Executive Edward Mangano; Nassau County Comptroller George Maragos;
Mayor of Glen Cove Ralph Suozzi; Nassau County District Attorney Kathleen Rice; County Legislator and Presiding
Officer Peter Schmitt; County Legislators Kevan Abrahams, David Denenberg, and Vincent Muscarella; Hempstead
Supervisor Kate Murray; North Hempstead Supervisor Jon Kaiman; Oyster Bay Town Supervisor John Venditto;
Nassau County Labor Relations Commissioner Bill Weitzman and Nassau County DPW Commissioner Shila ShahGavnoudias.
These individuals are the government leaders who understand the role of effective infrastructure in protecting the quality of life of
their respective municipalities. They will be asked to offer their analyses of proposed public works projects under their jurisdiction
and what our industry can expect in the coming year.
For more information and to register, please click here. Please send your response form via fax to 631-231-4291 or e-mail your
attendance confirmation to LICA’s Manager of Communications Michelle Giametta at mgiametta@licanys.org.

2012: Transportation Construction Market
Outlook Mixed
Article written by: Alison Black, ARTBA’s senior economist. Contact information: ablack@artba.org or 202.289.4434
No matter how you slice it, the American Road & Transportation Builders Association’s (ARTBA) outlook for the 2012
transportation construction market is mixed.
First the bad news: the highway and bridge construction market is
expected to contract six percent, to $72.6 billion from an estimated
$77.0 billion in 2011. The subway and light rail markets will be down
even more.
The good news: the railroad market, driven largely by private sector
investment, is expected to increase by nearly four percent; and the
value of construction for ports and waterways is expected to grow by
six percent, driven by work on both coasts in preparation for the 2014
expansion of the Panama Canal. Also in the good news category, the
transportation construction market sector, as has been the case for
the past five years, will remain the most stable industry sector.
The main factors driving the decline in highway and bridge construction are not surprising: the winding down of infrastructure
investment under the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA), continued weak growth in the U.S. economy, persistent
state and local budget challenges, and a static federal-aid highway program.
Of course, the long-delayed highway/transit reauthorization bill remains a “wild card.” If Congress in early 2012 passes a multiyear bill, that at minimum maintains current investment levels, it could help interject greater certainty in the market. Both the
Senate and House proposals also contain language to expand the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA),
which if leveraged quickly, could offer another market boost.
Continued on next page
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The Most Stable Construction Market
The transportation construction sector remains stable compared to other construction markets. Between 2007 and 2011, the
real value of highway and bridge construction, adjusted with the ARTBA Price Index for material prices, wages and inflation, fell
only 10 percent. Over the same period, the real value of total construction work in the U.S. fell by one-third from $1.1 trillion to
an estimated $769 billion. And the real value of residential construction tanked nearly 50 percent from $500.5 billion in 2007 to
$236.5 billion in 2011.
The historical stability of the transportation market is in large part due to the role of public sector financing. Federal investment,
through the highway program and ARRA, has increased significantly over the last few years, and accounts for nearly 45 percent
of all highway and bridge construction spending. And although state and local governments continue to have budget challenges
that impact their discretionary highway and bridge spending, most state highway user fee revenues are constitutionally protected
and must be used for transportation purposes. So although the transportation construction market is not immune to the overall
U.S. economy, it is significantly less volatile than other construction sectors, which are more dependent on general economic
conditions.

Slight Decline in Pavement Work for 2012
After a sharp decline of 14 percent to an estimated $45 billion in 2011, pavement work in 2012 is expected to decrease by two
percent to $44.1 billion, again attributable to less ARRA money in the marketplace.

Bridge Market Slow Down Dramatically
The value of bridge work in 2012 is expected to drop by 10 percent from $26.3 billion to $23.6 billion. The bridge market has
continued to grow over the last three years, despite the recession, for two reasons: projects are often larger and work has
continued on projects that were awarded and underway before the
economic downturn; and second, state DOTs and local governments
have put $3.2 billion in ARRA funds toward bridge work.
Part of the forecasted decline in bridge work is because nearly all the
projects that include ARRA investments are finished or underway. State
DOTs and local governments are now pulling back on new projects.
This is likely due to a combination of the delayed federal reauthorization
legislation and continued state and local budget challenges.

Uneven Growth Among States
Despite the national downturn in market activity, some states are poised
for growth. There are 18 states where the value of state and local government highway and bridge contract awards for fiscal
year 2011 is higher compared to fiscal year 2010. This is an indicator that the value of work in those states will likely increase
in the coming year as those projects are underway. The value of contract awards is down in 19 states and Washington D.C.
Contract awards in the remaining eight states were relatively stable, either up or down within five percent.

Airports Runway Work Slated to Dip
The value of work done on airport runways is expected to fall four percent from $4.9 billion in 2011 to $4.7 billion in 2012,
primarily because of flat funding for the Airport Improvement Program and continued failure by Congress to pass a new aviation
reauthorization program.
Continued on next page
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No Fast Track for Subway & Light Rail
After a decade of rapid growth, the real value of subway and light rail construction is expected to decline nearly 16 percent
from an estimated $5.4 billion in 2011 to $4.6 billion in 2012. This drop is in large part due to the continued delay in the
reauthorization of the federal surface transportation bill. State and local government contract awards for subway and light rail
are down sharply in 2011, indicating transit agencies are pulling back on projects.

Private Investment Spurs Railroad Market
The railroad market, driven largely by private investment, is expected to increase 3.6 percent from an estimated $10.2 billion in
2011 to $10.6 billion in 2012. The sector is expected to grow in the long run as the U.S. economic recovery gains strength.

Ports & Waterways Floating Higher
The value of construction work for docks, piers and wharves is expected to grow nearly six percent from $1.9 billion in 2011
to $2 billion in 2012. ARTBA expects continued growth over the next five years. A number of East Coast ports are taking
on projects in anticipation of the opening of the Panama Canal in 2014. West Coast ports are also investing in infrastructure
improvements. Spending by the Army Corps of Engineers for inland waterway projects is expected to decline next year
compared to 2011 levels.

About the Models
ARTBA has a series of econometric models that take into account current economic conditions, state and local funding and
federal investment.
The ARTBA forecast model assumes: 1) the U.S.
economy will continue to show modest growth in the
coming years; 2) material prices and project costs will be
in line with inflation; and 3) there is no major increase or
decrease in federal investment over the next five years.
The outlook would change if either federal, state or
local governments provided significant increases in their
investment levels.
To link to the full article from ARTBA’s magazine click
here or for the brief video overview click here.
Editor’s Note: Alison Black outlined her comprehensive 2012 forecast during a 90-minute webinar on Dec. 12.
ARTBA Senior Vice President of Government Relations Dave Bauer also provided a reauthorization update.
Visit www.artba.org to purchase a copy.
This forecast is reprinted with permission by American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA). LICA is
an affiliate of ARTBA. For more information, visit www.artba.org.
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Paying Attention to Safety at LICA Safety Seminar
LICA’s commitment to safety on the job remains a priority and is reflected in the organization’s annual Safety Seminar recently
held to update LICA members on how best to keep employees from harm’s way. The seminar, which adds considerable depth
to our industry’s ability to advance on-the-job safety, was
described by participants as “insightful and “effective” and
underscores the need to protect our most valuable corporate
asset, our employees.
Following prior successful presentations, this year LICA
again secured the professional services of its national
association, the American Road & Transportation Builders
Association (ARTBA) to help administer the program. LICA’s
traditional partner, the New York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT), also participated and provided
the continuity of information so vital to our membership.
Particularly well received were the program’s interactive
elements.
“Safety on the worksite should always be a top priority in the heavy construction industry,” said LICA Chairman James Pratt,
III of Pratt Brothers, Inc. “You can never have enough training when it comes to safety and that’s why it’s imperative that the
men and women working with or around heavy machinery should attend seminars such as this one.”
LICA extends its heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all its presenters including ARTBA’s Vice President of Safety and
Training Brad Sant; FOF Communications’ Rod Wolford and Beth Larson; and NYSDOT’s Erica Gundrum, Janice
Methe and Jose Rivera. Thanks also to DOT Long Island Regional Director Subi Chakraborti and DOT Long Island
Regional Construction Supervisor Byron Alford for their contributions.

AVZ Announces Robert S. Posner Has
Been Admitted as Partner
LICA member Albrecht, Viggiano, Zureck & Company, P.C. (AVZ) is proud to announce that
Robert S. Posner of East Northport has been admitted as a Partner.
A member of the firm’s Accounting and Auditing practices team, Mr. Posner serves a diversified
industry base in which he offers expert business advice to a broad spectrum of industries including
financial institutions, construction contractors, advertising agencies and not-for-profit organizations.
He began his career with AVZ in 1994 and was promoted to Principal in 2006.
During his career he has obtained expertise in accounting specifically for financial institutions including advising management
in regard to loan portfolios. In addition, he provides specialized services to many of his clients by assisting them with strategic
Continued on next page
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business planning as well as succession planning. Mr. Posner provides guidance to business owners regarding retirement
issues and benefits, corporate and individual tax planning, and also offers auditing and management advisory services.
He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and serves on the Banking Committee of
the New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants.
Mr. Posner, 40, holds a Bachelor’s Degree, with Honors, in Accounting, from C.W. Post University. He is also very active in his
community and coaches his two sons in Little League baseball and basketball.

ATTENTION Members: NYS Wage Theft
Prevention Act (WTPA) Requires Mandatory Pay
Notices for All Employees
The NYS Wage Theft Prevention Act (WTPA) has an annual February 1 deadline requirement for all employers to provide
mandatory pay notices to all of their employees, including union and clerical.
The WTPA requires employers to give a written notice to each new hire and to all employees by February 1 each
year. The notice must include: rate or rates of pay, including overtime rate of pay (if it applies); how the employee is paid:
by the hour, shift, day, week, commission, etc.; regular payday; official name of the employer and any other names used for
business (DBA); address and phone number of the employer’s main office or principal location; and allowances taken as part
of the minimum wage (tip, meal and lodging deductions).
Click
Click
Click
Click
Click
Click
Click
Click

here for more information on the NYS Wage Theft Protection Act.
here for LS52 – NYS DOL Guidelines for WTPA.
here for LS53 – NYS DOL Instructions for WTPA Notices.
here for LS54 – NYS DOL Model Pay Notice for WTPA (English).
here for LS54 – NYS DOL Model Pay Notice for WTPA (Spanish).
here for LS56 – NYS DOL Model Weekly Pay Notice for WTPA (English).
here for LS58 – NYS DOL Model Prevailing Wage Pay Notice for WTPA (English).
here for P715 – WTPA Fact Sheet.

If you have any questions, please contact Richard B. Ziskin, Esq. at 631-462-1417.

CFMA Hosts Breakfast and Panel Discussion
The Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) has asked LICA’s
Executive Director Marc Herbst to participate as a panelist at its breakfast and panel
discussion on “Long Island’s Economic Outlook – The Experts’ Perspective” on Tuesday,
January 24th from 8:30–10:30am at the Huntington Hilton in Melville.
Continued on next page
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The discussion will be moderated by LICA member Erik Ortmann of Goldberg & Connolly. Along with LICA Executive
Director Marc Herbst, panelists include Andrea Lohneiss of Empire State Development and Patrick O’Keefe of
JH Cohn LLP.
Registration is $50 for members, $75 for non-members. If you are interested in attending, click here to fill out the response
form and mail your confirmation and check to the CFMA LI Chapter: Grassi & Co., Attention: Ron Eagar, 50 Jericho
Quadrangle, Jericho, NY 11753.
If you have any questions, please call Debbie at (201) 828-5776 or click here to register online.

Goldberg & Connolly Presents “Construction
Claims in the New Era of Notice”
LICA member Goldberg & Connolly would like to invite fellow LICA members
to join them at their “Construction Claims in the New Era of Notice” event
on Thursday, January 19, 2012 from 8:00 - 10:00am at the Center for
Automotive Education and Training in Whitestone, NY.
The program will address the “best practices” that subcontractors should, and must, employ to maximize the success of their
claims for extra work, changed conditions and delays. In this new era of “Notice Hypersensitivity,” Goldberg & Connolly will
discuss the contractual and statutory distinctions between agencies, standard contract forms and types of claims, including
the onerous notice and recordkeeping, substantial completion, alternate dispute resolution, claim accrual, limitations periods,
extra work, delay, “flow down” and other provisions in construction contracts for various New York City and New York State
agencies. These contract requirements and clauses are increasingly being used to enforce involuntary waiver and forfeiture of
contractors’ otherwise valid rights to payment for additional/extra work costs and delay/impact damages.
Goldberg & Connolly will also explain the underlying legal precedent for these onerous “forfeiture” or “waiver enhancement”
provisions and why every contractor must ensure that it complies with these clauses. They will then demonstrate, with
discussion of several case studies, how and when to best pursue construction claims to maximize the recovery of the sums
validly due to subcontractors for these typical events and problems.
If you are interested in attending, please click here to fill out the response form and fax to the Subcontractors Trade
Association at 212-398-6224 or call at 212-398-6220.

Click here to view Director of LICA Marc Herbst’s
Interview with Newsday on January 10, 2012

Bid Results on next page
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Bid Results
**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
1/5/12

Project Name
Sewer Repairs

Owner
Town Of Huntington - Director Of Purchasing

Contractor
National Water Main Cleaning
Allen Industries Inc.

1/6/12

Repl Asphalt Bituminous Shoulders on Various Highways

Suffolk County Water Authority

Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
LLL/Lydel Asphalt Corp.
Rosemar Construction
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
CAC Contracting Corp.
Jadeco Construction

$

380,241
427,275
502,500
569,290
587,675
898,250

1/9/12

East Main St Pump Station Demolition/Reconstruction

Town Of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Adjo Contracting Corp.
Bove Industries
Bensin Contracting Inc.
RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mech
Bancker Construction Corp.
Posillico Civil Inc.
Philip Ross Industries Inc.

$

982,940
1,199,841
1,281,800
1,319,340
1,456,300
1,616,439
2,370,000

1/9/12

East Main St Forcemain Repl & Sewer Improvements

Town Of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Adjo Contracting Corp.
Allen Industries Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp.
ALAC Contracting Corp.

$

264,831
319,640
361,303
528,528

1/10/12

Eisenhower Pk & Tackapausha Preserve Playground Install

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

PSL Industries, Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
Biltwel General Contractor
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
ZHN Contracting Corp.

$

303,764
311,965
325,395
358,425
528,117
661,000

1/12/12

Closed Loop Signal Systems on Various County Roads

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Johnson Electrical Construction
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Commander Electric, Inc.
Welsbach Electric of Long Island
Eldor Contracting

$

914,264
946,803
972,790
996,220
1,008,408

1/12/12

Improvements to CR 39, North Road

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Pratt Brothers Inc.
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Rosemar Construction
Laser Industries Inc.
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
E.W. Howell Co., Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Bove Industries
Araz Industries
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Bid Amount
163,650
283,190

$3,979,797
4,141,141
4,194,894
4,279,278
4,327,000
4,464,280
4,477,256
4,478,825
4,779,218
4,898,360
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