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LICA to Governor:

Our Shovels
Are Ready!

On December 9th LICA’s
executive director attended
a breakfast meeting hosted
by the Association for a
Better Long Island (ABLI)
featuring New York State
Governor David Paterson.
The Governor discussed the
bleak economic conditions
that the state currently
faces. The meeting took
place before the Governor’s
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst, Governor David Paterson
and his Chief of Staff, Long Island’s own Bill Cunningham, III.
(credit – ABLI Photo)
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release of his proposed
2009-10 annual budget.

He welcomed questions from those in attendance. LICA’s Executive Director
Marc Herbst asked him to provide clarification on the process the state is
implementing to develop a list of potential projects for the expected federal
stimulus package. Governor Paterson thanked LICA for its efforts in working
with his staff and the State Department of Transportation officials. He
said that his office will remain in contact with our Association
as further direction is received from our federal
Did You Know...
congressional delegation.
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LICA has also been working closely with our congressional offices. Particularly, with the support of Congressman
Steve Israel, a member of the House Appropriations Committee, and Congressman Tim Bishop, a member of the House
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, we are working closely with leaders of our region’s consulting engineering
and labor unions in developing a list of legitimate, deliverable projects for consideration.
IMPORTANT: Our members need to pass along any information they may have regarding projects that are designed and
can be implemented within 90 – 120 days. These projects can be at any municipal level – state, county, city, town, village,
water/sewer districts, etc. If you bring these projects to our attention, we can include them in our collaborative request.
You may contact the LICA Executive Director at 631-231-LICA or mherbst@licanys.org.

Safety Alert! Seminar Jan. 8th
Our annual LICA Safety Seminar will be held on Thursday, January 8th, 8 am – noon, at the Long Island Sheraton at
Smithtown. It will be here before you know it. Please make your reservations as soon as possible!
Based on feedback from members, the program this year will be condensed to only a morning session. We responded
favorably to requests to continue providing presentations that are eligible for PDH (professional development hours)
credits for engineers. Credits are available once again. Last year’s program was the first time PDH credits were
available.
The 2009 presentations will be made by representatives of the New York Department of Transportation and the U.S.
Office of Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).
Please click here for a copy of the Safety Seminar’s reservation form. You may fax the completed form back to LICA
at 631-231-4291.

Click here to
view our web site
and dozens of
members’ photos
in our galleries.
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Transportation Budget Blues
Governor David Paterson released his proposed 2009-10 state budget proposal on December 16th, six weeks earlier
than required. In spite of its early release, it did not in any way appear to be an early Christmas present.
In a nutshell, the projected transportation budget target program of $1.891 billion is being reduced to $1.617 billion.
They are not proposing any changes in the off-system (federal dollars) of $400 million. In addition, the CHIPs program
is being cut from existing $370 million ($310M from Governor + $60M legislative add-on) to $251 million. Engineering
support and related services, too, are being cut from $815 million to $707 million, which will likely create difficulties in
quickly designing projects if a federal stimulus package is realized.
Immediately following the budget proposal release, LICA’s Albany-based lobbyist Steve Morgan arranged a conference
call with LICA; Tim Gilchrist, Deputy Secretary for Economic Development and Infrastructure; and Mike Novakowski of
the Office of Budget as well as other industry officials.
In response to LICA’s questions, here are some answers received.
• The department will try to honor the traditional splits (23% for Long Island) in its program reduction.
• The budget office imposed “75% federal funding requirement” will not apply to the next capital program.
• T
 he proposed reduction of $100 million in the multi-modal program is not specifically referencing the project
planned at the Pilgrim State property (though the dollar amounts are similar). It is a collection of smaller projects
throughout the state.
Please click here to view the transportation budget proposal description.
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DOT Meets with LICA Board
At the LICA board’s request, representatives of the New York State Department of Transportation attended its
December 17th meeting to discuss the status of the current Region 10 capital program. Mark Silo, Chief Regional
Director and Director of the department’s Delivery Division traveled down from the Albany headquarters to join
Region 10 Regional Director Subi Chakraborti.
The target $225 million letting program anticipated at the beginning of the year, as we know, will not be met due to
the State Budget Office directive to halt all projects (unless for emergency purposes) that do not receive 75% or more
federal funding.
The DOT officials advised LICA that the region has encumbered $47 million for projects to date. The department is
now redistributing funding allocations for various projects in an effort to achieve the 75% funding threshold for at
least one major project that remains outstanding in this year’s program. It is likely to be the first phase of the Route
110 reconstruction project at the LIE and Northern Parkway (estimate $80 million). The department also advised LICA
that the Route 112 project may be let in April 2009, the beginning of the next fiscal program. The board asked DOT
to reevaluate that decision and to try to include it in March 2009, as part of the current program. The officials offered
to seek approval through a TIP (Transportation Improvement Plan) amendment from the New York Metropolitan
Transportation Council (NYMTC). They are also trying to gain approval for several smaller contracts, such as guide rail
replacement, as “safety” needs.
While the department expressed a sincere desire to try to achieve a program amounting as close to $200 million as
possible, LICA believes the actual 2008-09 program will end up between $150-170 million.

Free DOT Drug and Alcohol Testing Services
LICA is now in discussions with Clarity Testing Services and the Teamsters Local No. 282 Benefit Fund office regarding
the availability of DOT drug and alcohol testing services, including on-site testing. Clarity now provides testing for Local
No. 282 signatories of other area associations, such as the Construction Industry Council (CIC), the General Contractors
Association (GCA), and the Metropolitan Trucking Association (MTA). They also anticipate adding the concrete
association to this list. This agreement calls for the cost of all testing to be paid by the Local No. 282 Health Fund,
instead of being paid by the individual companies.
If your firm is a LICA signatory with Local No. 282 and you are interested in this free service, please contact LICA
Executive Director Marc Herbst at 631-231-LICA or mherbst@licanys.org.
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Assembly Gets Earful from LICA on Cutbacks
Chairman David Gantt of the New York State Assembly Transportation Committee conducted a hearing on the current
2008-09 transportation program on December 17th. This hearing was held the day after the Governor released his
budget proposal for the next fiscal cycle.
Testimony for the hearing was by invitation only. Chairman Gantt had included LICA on the guest list and we were
pleased to share our views on the state’s budget office directive to halt the current program. Please click here to
view the testimony of LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst.

‘Tis the Season to Be Jolly
LICA held its annual holiday party the evening of December 17th at the Woodlands in
Woodbury. The attendance shattered last year’s records and we hope all had a good
time. We thank everyone who attended and made the evening such a success. LICA also
appreciates several dignitaries who took the time to stop by and extend holiday wishes to
our members, such as Nassau County District Attorney Kathleen Rice, Nassau Legislators
Dave Mejias and Wayne Wink, Suffolk Legislator Tom Barraga, Huntington Councilman
Mark Cuthbertson and – our host – Oyster Bay Town Councilman Tony Macagnone.

Nassau District Attorney Kathleen Rice
and Sandy Nicolia of Elm Transit Mix.

Posillico Removed from Bid List
Well, it was bound to happen eventually. And it has. LICA Director Paul Posillico has voluntarily removed himself from
the bid list. That list happens to be that of Long Island’s most eligible bachelors. Paul recently proposed marriage
to his sweetheart Tracy. She gladly accepted his offer. The “award” date … wedding date … has not been set.
Congratulations Paul and Tracy!

Senator “Sewer” Schumer
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer invited LICA to participate in his press conference on December 2nd to advocate for
funding for water and sewer systems.
According to Schumer, the next economic stimulus package, which could be as large as $500 to $700 billion, is
expected to deliver billions of new federal dollars to upgrade infrastructure projects on Long Island and all over New
York. He believes one of the areas most in need of this vital funding is sewer and water systems.
During the press conference, Schumer explained that the water and sewer network on Long Island is in near disrepair,
with many of the systems originally constructed as early as the 1930s. Inadequate and insufficient sewage capacity
can pollute waterways, cause beach closures, and stifle the expansion of new development. Schumer said that the
outdated and outmoded infrastructure posed a tremendous threat to the economic health of the region.
Please click here to view video of the press conference.
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Happy Holidays to All LICA Members!
If you have projects ongoing during the next couple of weeks, please click here for union holiday schedules.
LICA wishes all our members, families, employees and friends a safe and happy holiday season and Happy New
Year to all.

Bid Results
Bid Date
Project Name
12/4/08 Construct asphalt driveways, paved yd areas

Owner
Suffolk Co. Water Auth.

Contractor
no results available

Bid Amount

Nassau Co. OPW

J Anthony Enterprises
Araz Industries
Professional Pavers
Newborn Construction
New York Paving
Valente Contracting
ALAC Contracting

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,836,322
2,863,636
2,894,315
2,967,000
2,997,446
3,038,559
3,250,291

Jericho WD

DeRosa Paving
Bancker Construction
Merrick Utility
Pioneer Landscape
New York Paving
Stasi Brothers Asphalt

$
$
$
$
$
$

36,408
44,466
54,372
56,224
58,005
58,005

12/18/08 General construction of water mains & apps.

Suffolk Co. WA

no results available

12/18/08 Sources sought-resurface roadways/VA Med Ctr

US Army Corps

no results available

$1-8 million

12/22/08 West Harbor Dr. traffic calming

Village of Bayville

Allen Industries
Brett Landscaping
Carlo Lizza & Sons
Corazzini Asphalt
Eagle Asphalt
Fasco Asphalt
Ferran Development
H&A Landscape
J Anthony Enterprises
Jarlab Enterprises
John McGowan
Laser Industries
New York Paving
Newborn Construction
Ponderosa Fence
Stasi Brothers
Valente & Sons

$

12/9/08 Improv to Franklin St., from Peninsula Blvd

12/12/08

Req-Perm rest. Road pavements water trench locations
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