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There still remain far more questions than answers days after the Nassau
County Interim Finance Authority (NIFA) moved to take over Nassau
County’s finances, suggesting that the County had failed to balance its $2.7
billion budget. How that impacts the County’s infrastructure commitments may
be made clear when Nassau County Executive Ed Mangano addresses
the Long Island Contractors’ Association’s (LICA) members and industry
supporters at our 2011 Annual Nassau County Governments Breakfast this
Friday, February 4th from 8:00-10:00am at the Carlyle on the Green,
Bethpage State Park.

• Bid results

150 Motor Parkway
Suite 307
Hauppauge, NY 11788-5145

“Our industry is looking for answers,” said LICA Chairman James Pratt, III
of Pratt Brothers. “We need to be reassured that this takeover will not affect
existing projects in Nassau County and will not prevent new projects from being
(Continued on next page)
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bid. I can’t stress enough how important it is to put the men and women of the heavy construction industry to work. It’s
hard enough for Long Island to get its fair share of infrastructure dollars. Now our industry questions whether existing
projects are in jeopardy.”
Under the NIFA act there are two statutory periods that will be observed, according to NIFA Chairman Ronald Stack.
The first move turns the oversight board into a control board, giving them the power to redraft the County’s budget and
veto labor contracts, borrowings and other important financial commitments. The second step would be for NIFA to
formally declare fiscal emergency and begin to enforce its proposed actions.
Stack told reporters, “If you declare fiscal emergency you have the ability, you don’t have to, but you have the ability to
either do a (county employee pay) cut or a wage freeze. We (have not yet) taken the second step.”
The state’s oversight board has given the county government a deadline of February 15th to rewrite its budget.

A List of Significant Public Figures Will Attend
Also joining the County Executive at Friday’s breakfast are Nassau County District Attorney Kathleen Rice, Nassau
County Comptroller George Maragos, Nassau County Legislator and Presiding Officer Peter Schmitt, Nassau
County Legislators Dave Denenberg and Vincent Muscarella, Town of Hempstead Supervisor Kate Murray,
Town of North Hempstead Supervisor Jon Kaiman, Nassau County Commissioner of Public Works Shila
Shah-Gavnoudias, Nassau County Commissioner of Labor William Weitzman, Oyster Bay Town Attorney
Leonard Genova, Town of Hempstead Engineering Commissioner William Rockensies, and Mayor Mary
Bossart of Rockville Centre. Also expected is Suffolk County DPW Commissioner Gilbert Anderson.
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst observed, “These individuals go to the heart and soul of local government and
these public servants have demonstrated their commitment to protecting the region’s quality of life by enhancing our
public infrastructure.”
For more on this event, information and to register, please click here.

Governor Cuomo to Release His Budget Today
LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst says all eyes will be on the release of Governor Andrew Cuomo’s budget as it heralds
how he intends to close a hotly debated budget gap while still keeping essential state services intact. LICA’s main concern is
how much funding will be allocated for the capital program that fuels infrastructure projects.
“From the time he was elected, Andrew Cuomo has demonstrated that he is serious about
transportation through his appointment of skilled and experienced men and women to his
transportation transition committee. Their mandate was to recruit, review and recommend talented
candidates for key positions in transportation and infrastructure,” said Herbst. “We have confidence
in this administration that they understand the importance of investing in our state’s infrastructure
here on Long Island and throughout New York. We are hopeful his budget will reflect the supportive
comments we’ve heard from him thus far.”
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2011 Transportation Champions Secure
Legislative Committee Assignments
As new legislative sessions kick off at the capitols in Washington D.C. and Albany, the legislative leaders have made
committee assignments for the 20011-12 period that will determine the fate of dollars, projects and employment.
LICA is already working with lawmakers assigned to the transportation committees to bring them up to speed on
priorities. LICA has tapped the following officials as “go-to” leaders who have much to say on issues crucial to this
organization and the taxpayers who depend on our work:

U.S. Senator
Kirsten Gillibrand
- returning as a
member of the Senate’s
Environment & Public
Works Committee

U.S. Congressman
Tim Bishop
- the 2nd most senior
New York member of the
House Transportation &
Infrastructure Committee

N.Y. Assemblyman
Dave McDonough
- returning as a
member of the Senate’s
Environment & Public
Works Committee

N.Y. Senator
Chuck Fuschillo
- named chairman
of the powerful
Senate Transportation
Committee

N.Y. Assemblywoman
Michelle Schimel
- former N. Hempstead
official sought and
received reappointment to
Assembly Transportation
Committee

N.Y. Senator
Owen Johnson
- former Senate
Transportation Committee
chairman remains a
valuable member

N.Y. Assemblyman
Fred Thiele
- Independence Party
member once again
assigned to Assembly
Transportation
Committee

N.Y. Senator
Lee Zeldin
- freshman legislator
granted prestigious
assignment to Senate
Transportation Committee

N.Y. Assemblyman
Harvey Weisenberg
- longest serving Long
Islander on Assembly
Transportation
Committee continues
assignment

LICA also looks forward to continue working with other veteran members of the Long Island legislative delegation
serving on other committees. Additionally, the group will present the issues and challenges that face our industry
to the freshmen legislators representing Long Island. In addition to Senator Lee Zeldin (R-Shirley), new faces
representing Long Island in Albany include Assemblyman Brian Curran (R-Lynbrook), Assemblyman Al
Graf (R-Holbrook), Assemblyman Dan Losquadro (R-Shoreham), Senator Jack Martins (R-Mineola) and
Assemblyman Edward Ra (R-Franklin Square).
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Update on the State of Federal
Transportation Program
LICA’s Manager of Policy & Government Affairs Louis B. Imbroto, Esq. reports that Washington may still find
a way to approve a rational, long term funding program for the nation’s transportation needs.
Imbroto explained, “On September 30, 2009, SAFETEA-LU, the six-year bill that governs federal surface
transportation spending, expired. Since that time, the federal highway program has been operating on a series
of short-term extensions. The most recent of these extensions is set to expire on March 4, 2011, at which time a
long-term bill must be enacted or a new extension must be passed.”
His analysis suggests that with the recent Republican takeover of the House of Representatives, it is highly unlikely
that a long-term transportation bill will be enacted in March. Imbroto says the new Chairman of the House
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, John Mica (R-Florida) has indicated a desire to begin putting
together a replacement for SAFETEA-LU from scratch, so a long-term bill is not likely to be adopted until at least
August of 2011.

According to Imbroto, “Since taking the House, the new majority Republicans have indicated a desire to roll back
non-defense discretionary spending to 2008 levels across the federal budget (and recently passed a non-binding
resolution to this effect), making no exceptions for transportation spending. Furthermore, Chairman Mica has
made it clear that he wants the federal highway program to be funded primarily by revenues from the Highway
Trust Fund, without the transfers from the general fund that it has received in the past.”
Further complicating the federal funding picture, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released its annual Budget
and Economic Outlook on January 26, 2011, which estimates that the Highway Trust Fund will only remain solvent
until 2012. Since the House majority has made it clear that general fund transfers to the Highway Trust Fund are
off the table and no additional revenue sources have been identified, the federal transportation program will be in a
precarious situation after 2012.
Did You Know...

Mixed messaging means tough planning

When reading the
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-California), Chair of the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee, and Ranking Republican Jim Inhofe
(R-Oklahoma) have suggested the Senate may be open to increased
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funding for infrastructure. The Obama Administration has also indicated that increased infrastructure spending is a
priority, even mentioning the issue in The State of the Union Address last week.
“Given these circumstances, it is likely that another short-term extension of SAFETEA-LU will be enacted on March
4th. However, there is a possibility of reduced federal funding for transportation given the strong statements
and resolutions coming out of the House. When the time comes to enact a long-term reauthorization to replace
SAFETEA-LU, the funding levels will likely fall somewhere between the House’s goal of 2008 level funding and the
Senate and President’s desire for increased funding,” concluded Imbroto.
Amidst the turmoil of politics in Washington, LICA will continue to meet with federal lawmakers to advocate for
adequate federal funding for our industry and our region.

Islip Committee Says Town Needs $70M
to Repair Roads
An Islip Town citizen’s advisory committee has released a report detailing the poor condition of
the town’s roads, recommending that the town spend $70 million over the next two years to repair its
failing infrastructure. The committee was appointed six months ago to evaluate the state of Islip Town’s roads
and park facilities with the recognition that the issue had not been addressed for many years.
Marc Herbst, executive director of LICA observed, “There was a decision by the Nolan administration that it would be
unconscionable to do what prior administrations had done and let the `next guy’ worry about it. The citizen’s advisory
committee was the first step in addressing the problem.”
Using a ranking system, the committee graded the town’s roads on a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being poor, 6 being fair
and 10 being excellent. After reviewing its findings, the committee recommended that the town spend $48 million
on roads and $22 million on park facilities over the next two years; repair the 183 miles of roadway rated below fair;
repair the 219 miles of roadway that could be fixed cheaply now before they get worse; and prioritized parks projects
according to safety concerns, community needs, increasing energy efficiency and boosting town revenue.
“Nothing is more important than the safety of Long Island residents. It is unacceptable for any road in our region
to be ranked anything less than excellent,” said Herbst. “LICA anticipates engaging our members in a campaign to
support this very important proposal.”

Attention Associate Members: Input Wanted!
LICA wants to keep our members and industry supporters involved and updated on the issues affecting our
industry by providing them with the most up-to-date information relevant to their bottom line.
LICA is asking our Associate members to share any information they may have about changes in the law,
regulatory issues, county practices, bonding issues, or any other issues of concern.
If you or anyone from your firm is interested in writing a guest article for our next E-gram, please contact LICA’s Manager
of Communications, Michelle Giametta, at MGiametta@licanys.org or call our office at 631-231-LICA (5422).
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Roundtable to Discuss Diesel Retrofit Ruling
Gilberti Stinziano Heintz & Smith, P.C. would like to extend an invitation to all
LICA’s members who may be interested in attending their breakfast roundtable discussion
on Tuesday, February 8th at 8:00am at the Marriott Melville in Suffolk County. The
firm is expected to discuss its recent success in the legal process to delay the state’s
implementation of diesel retrofit regulations.
For more information on this event, click here. To R.S.V.P. contact Laura DeFuria via email
at LDeFuria@Gilbertilaw.com or by phone at 212-588-8868. For further information about their attorneys and
the services they offer, please visit www.gilbertilaw.com.

LICA’s Evening CONEXPO Cocktail Reception in
Las Vegas, Nevada
LICA will be hosting an evening cocktail reception for its members, friends and supporters on
March 22, 2011 from 5:30-7:30pm at the Venetian Hotel during this year’s 2011 CONEXPOCON/AGG trade show scheduled for March 22-26th in Las Vegas, Nevada, and we would like to
extend an invitation to E-gram readers.
Those interested in attending LICA’s cocktail reception, please email your response to LICA’s Assistant to the
Executive Director Josephine Magee at JMagee@licanys.org or fax it to our office at 631-231-4291. Please
be sure to indicate how many people will be attending the cocktail reception.
LICA has set aside rooms at the Venetian Hotel and they’re filling up fast! If you would like to book a reservation
online, click here. If you need to modify or cancel your reservation, you can use the above link as well.
If you have not yet registered for the CONEXPO and would like to, you can visit their website at www.conexpoconagg.com.

Save the Date

LICA Breakfast “Infrastructure Investment for Long Island’s Future”
Featuring: NY Senate Transportation Committee Chairman Chuck Fuschillo and MTA Executive
Director Jay Walder and (tentative) NYSDOT Commissioner-nominee Joan McDonald
Friday, March 18th, 8:00 – 10:00am
at the Melville Marriott
1350 Old Walt Whitman Road
Melville, NY 11747

Bid Results on next page
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Bid Results
Project Name
Bid Date
1/18/11 Reconstruction of Parking Lots & Park Related Items

1/21/11 Chapter 54 Demolition Unsafe Structures Knolls of Baiting
Hollow

Owner
County of Nassau Office of Public Works

Contractor
Laser Industries, Inc.
D F Stone Contracting
Pratt Brothers, Inc.
The Novelli Group
J Anthony Enterprises

Bid Amount
$
2,834,105
4,105,743
4,259,361
4,325,975
4,518,150

Riverhead Town Hall

KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint

$

G Construction Enterprises, LLC
Guillo Contracting Corp.
Bimasco, Inc.
Philip Ross Industries, Inc.
Excav Services, Inc.
Watral Brothers, Inc.
Brian Klug Landscaper
Roadwork Construction
Danair, Inc.
Biltwel General Contractor Corp.
Perrello, Inc.
A Russo Wrecking, Inc.

244,750
283,000
321,840
328,327
334,975
338,365
348,410
348,500
349,000

D F Stone Contracting
New York Paving, Inc.
Amma Construction Corporation
The Novelli Group
John McGowan & Son
Biltwel General Contractor Corp.
Newborn Construction, Inc.

$

236,999
242,505
254,230
275,065
285,940
305,600
312,456

S.J. Hoerning Construction
Construction Consultants
North Star Concrete
ALDCO Builders
Fidele Construction
J. Barwick
Aventura Construction Services

$

728,000
748,000
777,777
784,000
796,000
820,000
883,500

Town of Oyster Bay, Div Purchase & Supply, Dept Gen Svcs Aventura Construction Services
G Construction Enterprises, LLC
Island Pump & Tank
Fenley & Nicol Co., Inc.
The Tyree Company
Franklin Company Contractors
RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mech
Gemstar Construction
J. Barwick Landscape & Site Developer

1/25/11 Rehab Bayville-Centre Island Underpass

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

1/25/11 Bus Garage Modular Office Bldg & Oil Water Separator

Garden City Union Free School District
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51,500
52,450
67,850
69,104
79,900
86,051
88,000
126,450
149,000
159,000
163,750
432,222
$

1/26/11 Construction of Fuel Facility @ Oyster Bay Golf Course
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