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The curious interpretation of federal regulations has already begun to unravel Long
Island’s ability to strengthen its infrastructure ravaged by superstorm Sandy. The most
dramatic example is the startling news that federal administrators cannot allow a
substrata stone wall to be integrated into the Ocean Parkway Emergency Restoration
contract that would prevent future road problems brought on by renewed storm surges
and flooding sure to come.
(Continued on next page)
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Construction of the subterranean stone wall which would be reinforced by marine-grade steel and set behind the dunes
along a portion of Ocean Parkway was rejected because federal emergency highway funds can only be used for repair or
replacement in kind, that is, to restore the roadway to its original state before the storm hit.
“The unfortunate outcome of this
regulation dooms us to literally rebuild a
roadway on sand, and then, sometime
in the near future, do it again. And
again. And yet again. And all because
of a regulation that is pennywise and
pound foolish,” stated Marc Herbst,
executive director of the Long Island
Contractors’ Association.
State officials on the other hand
recognize the serious flaw in the federal
regulation. Although it is not being
done at this time, they have stated that
the option to add the protective layer
will remain on the table and may be
incorporated into the project at a later
date, or via a separate contract.
Plans were released last week to five of the region’s leading heavy construction companies who are members of the Long
Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) that require restoration of the 1.6-mile stretch of Ocean Parkway, damaged
boardwalks, dunes, support facilities and related infrastructure along our south shore barrier beach recreation destinations.
Most of the work must be finished by April 24th. If construction runs behind schedule the contractor will face harsh penalties
of $25,000 each day past deadline.
Federal Highway Administration rules for emergency repair work allow for 100 percent reimbursement to the state provided
work is completed within 180 days of the disaster. Under the rules, emergency funds can be spent to immediately minimize
damage, protect the remaining road and restore a road to its pre-disaster condition.
The pre-qualified firms bidding on this project include Bove Industries, Inc.; Grace Industries, LLC; Intercounty Paving
Associates; Posillico and Pratt-Scalamandre. LICA members Roman Stone and Long Island Precast, Inc. have both
been contacted as potential subcontractors on this project.
The firms submitted their bids yesterday, with the state set to award the contract as quickly as possible so that work can
begin by Christmas.
Herbst has already voiced his concerns about the shortened time period and the challenges involved – citing the amount of
dredging required for the project and the winter conditions that affect curing times for concrete.
“Reconstructing the parkway in the dead of winter makes this project massive and unique. You can’t pour concrete with
temperatures regularly dropping below freezing, so pre-cast concrete slabs might become the favored alternative. All of
these solutions require expertise and special skills found among our members,” said Herbst. “There’s no doubt in my mind
that this will be accomplished, but given the winter season and the logistics, it is going to be a real test.” The State of New
York continues to reassure that one of the most important public beachfronts in America will be open this season.
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Operating Engineers Wage Aggressive
Lobbying Effort on Behalf of the
Construction Trades
Representatives of the U.S. Department of Labor Wage
and Hour Division heard focused, passionate and factfounded arguments from representatives of Local 138 of the
Operating Engineers during an open forum on prevailing
wage and who will be paid for Sandy cleanup work across
Long Island.
At the core of the union’s presentation was the demand for
prevailing wage as it relates to New York by which men and
women are put to work in repairing and restoring our battered
infrastructure. Among those speaking was Local 138’s
President, Billy Duffy, Jr., who said his members were not
going to be victimized twice, once by the superstorm and
once by Washington.
(l to r) Representatives from the Operating Engineers Local 138 Ken
Huber, Phil Capobianco (standing), John Duffy and Scott Adrian
(standing) demand prevailing wage on the emergency work to repair
and restore our region’s battered infrastructure at a forum hosted by
representatives of the U.S. Department of Labor Wage and Hour Division.

There remains a hard and fast deadline of next Memorial Day
weekend to repair the barrier beach infrastructure and many
issues need to be resolved if that deadline is to be met.

Emergency Bid: Removal & Disposal
of City of Long Beach Boardwalk
Last week the City of Long Beach put out a bid to rebuild its legendary boardwalk located along its southern boundary
between New York Avenue and Neptune Boulevard, bordering the Atlantic Ocean. This world class destination was
damaged beyond repair as a result of Hurricane Sandy.
The City is requesting bids from responsible contractors to start demolition of the boardwalk immediately due to the public
safety hazard the existing structure poses to residents and pedestrians.
According to the scope of the project released by the City of Long Beach, “The Contractor will be responsible for complete
demolition of the entire two and one-quarter mile long by fifty foot wide Boardwalk between New York Avenue and Neptune
Boulevard including all wood components, rails, lighting, memorial benches, ramps, etc…”
The City is allowing the contractor 30 days to complete this project.
Click here to view the full bid for this emergency project.
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Infrastructure Advocates Believe Coalition
to Share Leadership in the NY Senate Will
Support Progressive Policies
New York State Republicans and Democrats have formed a partnership to share
leadership in the Senate, and those who support sustained investment in our state’s
public infrastructure see it as a positive step that will allow continued financing of key
capital projects essential to our region’s economic growth.
Under this arrangement, which is set to take effect January 1st, current Republican
Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos will share control of the Senate with Democratic
Senator Jeff Klein, alternating the title of Majority Leader every two weeks.
In a joint statement released last week, Skelos and Klein called the coalition a “historic
bipartisan partnership” and a “bold new chapter” for the State.
“Senator Klein has proven to be a thoughtful and effective
leader, and I look forward to partnering with him to move
this state forward,” said Skelos.

Republican Senate Majority
Leader Dean Skelos

“The ability to create a bipartisan coalition that endorses progressive legislation that
assists our region and that of the state should be a model for Washington,” said LICA
Chairman James Pratt, III of Pratt Brothers, Inc. “We are confident that the two will
work together on behalf of the best interests of the taxpayer by securing the funds
needed to sustain the infrastructure projects that are essential to our economy and to
New York’s future.”
Democratic Senator
Jeff Klein

Skelos and Klein together will share control of what bills reach the Senate floor each
day of the session, as well as have equal authority on the state budget process, board
appointments, committee assignments and leadership posts.

2013 Transportation Construction
Market Outlook: Modest Growth
By: Dr. Alison Premo Black, ARTBA Chief Economist
The U.S. transportation construction infrastructure market is expected to show modest growth
in 2013, increasing three percent from $126.5 billion to $130.3 billion. That’s the key finding
in American Road and Transportation Builders Association’s (ARTBA’s) annual economic
forecast, which we released on November 30.

Dr. Alison Premo Black,
ARTBA Chief Economist
(Continued on next page)
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Growth is expected in highway and street pavements, private work for driveways and parking lots, airport terminal and
runway work, railroads, and port and waterway construction. We predict the bridge market, which has shown substantial
growth over the last 10 years, to remain flat next year.
The federal surface transportation program, combined with state and local government transportation investments, are the
most significant drivers of the national transportation infrastructure construction market.
Let’s take a closer look at the 2013 numbers.

MAP-21’s Impacts
The pavements market will be sluggish in 2013, growing 2.8 percent to $58.4 billion. This includes $47.7 billion in public
and private investment in highways, roads and streets, and $10.7 billion in largely private investments in parking lots,
driveways and related structures.
With no new real federal funding in the 2012 MAP-21 surface transportation law, still recovering state and local tax
collections and modest new housing starts, the pavements market will be uneven across the nation. Pavement work is
anticipated to be down in 25 states. Growth above a five percent range is expected in 19 states. Major markets California
and Texas will be down slightly from 2012, but will actually be returning to a normal baseline level after several major
project awards over the past several years.
There are at least two developments related to MAP-21 that could lead to additional construction market activity in the
sector in the short term and strengthen the market in 2013 and 2014.
First, the law’s restructuring of the federal highway program offers state transportation departments more flexibility in their
use of federal funds. This could result in slightly increased investment in highway, bridge and pavement work above the
forecast in some states.
Second, MAP-21’s expanded federal Transportation Infrastructure Finance & Innovation Act (TIFIA) loan program could
also boost construction activity in some states.

Hurricane Sandy
While the economic costs of Hurricane Sandy are still
being calculated, it’s fair to say that major reconstruction
work along the East Coast in states that were affected by
Hurricane Sandy will also be a market factor in 2013 across
all modes. Additional federal, state and local emergency
funds for rebuilding this infrastructure will be a boost as
projects get underway.

Bridges & Tunnels
After a four-year run of significant market growth – reaching
a record high $28.5 billion in 2012 – the bridge and tunnel
construction market will cool off in 2013, likely remaining
flat at about $28.2 billion. Our forecast shows projects in eight states – California, Florida, Illinois, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Texas and Washington – will continue to account for about half of the U.S. market activity in this sector. With
(Continued on next page)
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a number of major bridge projects on the horizon, however,
the bridge and tunnel sector should rebound smartly in 2014.

Ports & Waterways
One very bright spot will be U.S. port and waterway
construction, which will jump nearly 25 percent to $2.65
billion – driven largely by expanded sea trade expected with
completion of the Panama Canal expansion project in 2015.
Increased market activity is anticipated in California, Florida,
Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Jersey,
New Hampshire, New York, Texas, Virginia and Washington.

Airport Runways & Terminals
Airport runway and terminal construction is expected to show growth in 28 states, with sector growth overall of 4.5
percent, reaching $12.5 billion. Market-driving states include: Alaska, Arizona, California, Florida, Illinois, New York,
Ohio, Tennessee and Texas. Funding for airport projects is anticipated to increase over the next five years, largely
tracking growth in passenger enplanements.

Railroads, Light Rail & Subways
The U.S. railroad construction market, driven largely by private investment in Class 1 freight tracks and structures, is
expected to grow just under five percent in 2013, reaching $10.4 billion from $9.9 billion in 2012.
The uncertainty caused by the 33-month long delay in passage of MAP-21 will be felt in the subway and light rail
markets. Construction activity is projected to be down by eight percent. There will be some bright spots, however.
Based on recent contract awards, these states will be moving forward on key transit projects: California, Florida,
Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas and Washington.
The overall subway and light rail market should rebound in 2014 with the federal funding certainty brought with
enactment of MAP-21.

“Wild Card”
A major wild card in this forecast: the so-called “fiscal cliff” – the dire financial situation set to occur at the beginning
of 2013 if Congress and the President can’t agree on tax and spending reforms. Although the “fiscal cliff” would not
directly impact federal highway investment to the states, it could affect state and local finances, and thereby cause
governments to pull back or delay projects. Such action in turn would have negative consequences on the highway
construction market. Individual businesses may also delay capital and hiring decisions amid the uncertainty. As this
issue goes to press, it remains to be seen if the two sides will jump or not.
The forecast uses an ARTBA econometric model that takes into account a number of economic variables at the federal,
state and local level. It is measuring the public and private value of construction put in place, published by the U.S.
Census Bureau. The ARTBA estimate of the private driveway and parking lot construction market is based on data from
the U.S. Census Bureau’s “Economic Business Census.”
The preceding article has been reprinted with permission from the American Road & Transportation Builders Association
(ARTBA). The Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) is an affiliate of ARTBA. For more information, visit www.artba.org.
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LICA to Welcome the Holidays at Jericho
Terrace on Thursday
If ever there will be a time to celebrate the holidays it will be this December as
we reflect on a year for the history books. Come observe the season with your
construction industry friends and colleagues at LICA’s 2012 Holiday Party!
The party will be held this Thursday, December 13th, from 5:30 – 9:30pm at
Jericho Terrace in Mineola with a promise of good times with good people.
If you have not yet responded, please click here for a copy of the invitation and response form. You can RSVP via
email to LICA’s Manager of Communications Michelle Giametta at MGiametta@licanys.org or fax the response
form to 631-231-4291.

Register Now for LICA’s 2013 Safety Seminar
Protecting the job site as a safe working environment for our respective employees remains one of our most important
responsibilities, and the annual LICA Safety Seminar scheduled after the New Year allows our members to meet that challenge.
LICA members will be presented with the latest news, techniques
and information during this innovative safety training program.
LICA has secured the services of our national affiliate organization,
the American Road and Transportation Builders Association
(ARTBA), and the New York State Department of Transportation
(NYSDOT) to present a new and insightful program.
LICA’s 2013 seminar will be held on Friday, January 11th, from
8:00am – 2:00pm, at the Sheraton Long Island Hotel, 110 Motor
Parkway in Hauppauge.
You are Cordially Invited to Our

To register,
please click here for the seminar announcement and registration form, and fax to 631-231-4291 or email
A n n u A l H e Av y C o n s t r u C t i o n A n d
t r A n s p o rconfirmation
t A t i o n i n f to
r ALICA’s
s t r u CManager
ture
your attendance
of Communications Michelle Giametta at MGiametta@licanys.org.

s A f e t y

s e m i n A r

Registration is free to LICA members, a benefit of your annual dues. There is a nominal fee of $20 to non-members to
Friday, January 11, 2013
8am – 2pm
cover food costs.
Sheraton Long Island Hotel
110 Motor Parkway, Hauppauge

It will be here before you know it.
Please make your reservations as soon as possible!

Christmas and New Year’s Holiday Schedule
PDH (professional development hours) credits for engineers will be awarded.
The 2013 presentations will be made by representatives of
ARTBA (American Road and Transportation Builders Association)

Click here
view
theDepartment
LICA/GCA
holiday schedules.
and to
the New
York State
of Transportation.
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
11/29/12

Project Name
Resurfacing CR 97 - Nicolls Road

Owner
County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Contractor
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Posillico Civil Inc.
Rosemar Construction
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Grace Industries LLC

11/29/12

Construct CR13 Law Enforcement Mortor Carrier Check Site

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
G & M Earth Moving Inc
J Anthony Enterprises
LLL/Lydel Asphalt Corp.
PSL Industries, Inc.
Norman Kurrass Contractor Inc.
Rosemar Construction
Araz Industries
Laser Industries Inc.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation

$

434,661
452,738
458,791
478,411
481,879
484,972
504,321
513,600
561,684
587,269
589,751

11/29/12

Wellhead Treatment for Nitrate Removal @ Plant No. 1

Hicksville Water District

Wire To Water Inc
Eldor Contracting
Bana Electric Corp.
Rolands Electric Co.
Bancker Construction Corp
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
JP Daly & Sons Inc.
JVR Electric

$

490,412
511,200
522,000
526,600
547,500
549,950
647,000
794,797

12/4/12

Improvements to Moore's Hill Rd, Shady Ln & Laurel Court

Inc. Village of Laurel Hollow

Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc. $
John McGowan & Son
Posillico Civil Inc.
Corazzini Asphalt
Metro Group of LI Inc.

161,924
169,647
189,775
195,902
208,351

12/6/12

Main Bathhouse Renovation - Sunken Meadow St Park

New York State Parks & Rec-Long Island Region

FML Contracting Inc.
FSR Construction Corp.
Philip Ross Industries Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Tromel Construction
S.J. Hoerning Construction

$

987,000
1,338,308
1,500,000
1,569,000
1,632,000
1,642,000

12/6/12

Resurfacing CR 46, William Floyd Parkway FFY12 Federal Aid

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Rosemar Construction
Posillico Civil Inc.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Grace Industries LLC

$

4,014,014
4,176,572
4,253,251
4,357,777
4,412,400
5,535,693

$

Bid Amount
6,257,777
6,267,415
6,427,480
6,496,649
7,078,775
8,907,115

