April 29, 2014

NY Poll Warns of Political
Fallout if Congress Fails
to Protect State’s Federal
Transportation Funding
Nine in Ten NYS Voters Believe Transportation
is Essential to State’s Economy

• A
 s Federal Support for Highway and
Bridge Investment is on the Brink,
more than 63,000 U.S. Bridges Need
Structural Repair
• H
 ofstra Hosts Conference on Prospects
of Real Estate and Alternative
Investments 2014 and Beyond

Sending a powerful message regarding the state of mind of New York voters, a
coalition of New York City and State transportation activists and contractors endorsed
the results of a new poll commissioned by the American Public Transportation
Association (APTA) and the American Road & Transportation Builders
Association
(ARTBA).
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(Continued on next page)

According to the poll, conducted by Purple Insights, 63 percent of likely New York
primary voters would have a less favorable view of their Congressional representatives
if they do not take action this year to protect the State’s 2015 federal highway, public
transportation and bridge funding which is in jeopardy.
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The Federal Highway Trust Fund (HTF), which on average provides 54 percent of the
money the New York State Department of Transportation invests in road, bridge and
public transportation capital improvement projects each year, is nearly insolvent. The
money crunch is so bad that the U.S. Department of Transportation says it will be
forced to slow down reimbursements to the state for work already done, beginning
early this summer. If Congress does not act to fix the trust fund cash problem before
October 1, there will be no federal funds available for any new road, bridge or public
transportation improvements in the state next year..
The poll also shows nearly nine in ten voters recognize transportation is essential
to their daily activities and the state’s economy. Over half (56 percent) say it is
“very important” to both. When told how dependent the state’s road and public
transit construction program is on federal funding, 63 percent of likely Republican
primary voters and 80 percent of likely Democrat voters say it is “very important”
that Congress makes sure the support continues for highways, bridges and public
transportation.
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Non-partisan Concern
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“This poll makes it abundantly clear
that federal funding for our region’s
transportation infrastructure is a nonpartisan issue of critical importance
to New Yorkers,” said Marc Herbst,
Executive Director of the Long
Island Contractors’ Association
(LICA). “Funding for roads, bridges
and public transportation is essential
to our region’s economy, and must be
protected by Congress.”
“What we’re watching today is a
slow motion rerun of the 1970s
horror show which ended with the
near collapse of our bridge, road and
transit systems -- one of the most
tangible governmental failures of the
last half of the 20th century,” said
!
Denise Richardson, Managing
!
Director of the General Contractors Association
! of New York (GCA). “The past will come back to haunt us if our
!
elected leaders do not take action soon.”
!
“Sixty percent of capital spent to improve NYS transportation and other infrastructure systems is federal aid. Unless
Congress agrees this year on a bipartisan plan to fund the Highway Trust Fund, our roads, bridges and mass transit systems
will continue to erode and stagnate the economic recovery,” said Ross Pepe, President of the Construction Industry
Council of Westchester and Hudson Valley, Inc.
“Sustained federal investment is critical to maintaining and improving public transit services that support our local and
state economies,” said Carm Basile, President of the New York Public Transit Association and CEO of the Capital
District Authority. “With the demand for transit service at record levels and ridership growing throughout New York State,
we need our federal partners to continue to provide their share of funding. We urge Congress to act now to stabilize and
preserve the Federal Highway Trust Fund.”
“With 28% of New York State’s bridges being rated as structurally deficient and more than half of New York’s roads in poor
condition, Congress must act now to fund the Highway Trust Fund which assists in restoring and maintaining New York’s ailing
infrastructure,” said Mike Elmendorf, President and CEO of the Associated General Contractors of New York State.
“Beyond the billions of dollars in commerce which rely on our roads and bridges, families around our state deserve to know
that the infrastructure they are traveling on is safe and secure. This poll should put every candidate running for office on notice
that the voters of our state are watching and demand that Congress act to protect the Highway Trust Fund now.”
The sample size was 500 registered voters in the state with a margin of error +/-4.4 percent.
For a complete analysis of the survey, please click here.
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As Federal Support for Highway
and Bridge Investment is on the
Brink, more than 63,000 U.S.
Bridges Need Structural Repair
Data from a new government report shows that if all the structurally deficient
bridges in the United States were placed end-to-end, it would take you 25 hours
driving 60 miles per hour to cross them. That would be like driving the 1,500
miles between Boston and Miami, but the problem is far closer to home.
An analysis of the 2013 National Bridge Inventory database recently released by the U.S. Department of Transportation
(USDOT) shows cars, trucks and school buses cross the nation’s more than 63,000 structurally compromised bridges 250
million times every day. The most heavily traveled are on the Interstate system.
The problem could get a lot worse, the chief economist for the ARTBA says, as states across the nation face a severe
cutback in federal funding for road and bridge projects due to the coming insolvency of the Highway Trust Fund this August.
Without congressional action, Dr. Alison Premo Black says, there will be no federal support for any new road or bridge
projects in any state during 2015.
“Letting the Highway Trust Fund go insolvent would have a devastating impact on bridge repairs,” Black says, noting the
trust fund has supported $89 billion in bridge construction work by the states over the past 10 years. “It would set back
bridge improvements in every state for the next decade.”

No Magic Wand
“The bridge problem sits squarely on the backs of our elected officials,” Black says. “The state transportation departments
can’t just wave a magic wand and make the problem go away. It takes committed investment by our legislators. Members of
Congress need to come to grips with that. Some of our most heavily traveled bridges were built in the 1930s. Most are more
than 40 years old.”
Bridge decks and support structures are regularly inspected by the state transportation departments for deterioration and
are rated on a scale of zero to nine—nine being “excellent” condition. A bridge is classified as structurally deficient and in
need of repair if its overall rating is four or below.
While these bridges may not be imminently unsafe, ARTBA suggests there be a sign posted so the public knows they have
structural deficiencies that need repair.
Highlights from FHWA’s 2013 National Bridge Inventory Data for New York found:
• Of the 17,442 bridges in the state, 2,078 bridges, or 12 percent are classified as structurally deficient.
This means one or more of the key bridge elements, such as the deck, superstructure or substructure, is considered to be in
“poor” or worse condition.
• There are 4,697 bridges, or 27 percent of all state bridges, classified as functionally obsolete.
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This means the bridge does not meet design standards that are in line with current practice.
• Federal aid investment in New York has supported $8.4 billion in bridge construction spending on 5,571 bridges
between 2003 and 2012, according to FHWA data.
• Since 2004, 1,362 new bridges have been constructed in the state and 539 bridges have undergone major
reconstruction.
• The state estimates that it would cost approximately $60.8 billion to fix a total of 17,437 bridges in the state.
Click here for state-specific bridge information from the analysis—including rankings and location lists of the 250 most
heavily traveled, structurally deficient bridges in the nation and 10 most heavily traveled in each state.
Established in 1902, ARTBA is the “consensus voice” of the U.S. transportation design and construction industry in the
Nation’s Capital.

Hofstra Hosts Conference on Prospects
of Real Estate and Alternative
Investments 2014 and Beyond
Members of the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) are invited to attend
a conference sponsored by Hofstra University’s Wilbur F. Breslin Center
for Real Estate Studies, Frank G. Zarb School of Business, Center for
International Financial Services and Markets and The Institute of Real
Estate at Hofstra University on Tuesday, April 29th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:15
p.m. at the Hofstra University Club titled Prospects of Real Estate and Alternative
Investments 2014 and Beyond.
A morning Keynote Address will be delivered by Randy Anderson, Griffin Capital’s Chief Economist, Editor of the
Journal of Real Estate Portfolio Management, and former Eminent Scholar/Chair at the University of Central
Florida. Two panel discussions will follow: Real Estate: Investments, REITs, Managing Risk & Taxes and Alternative
Investments: Innovations and Issues. An afternoon Keynote Address will be delivered by Matthew Moran, Vice President,
Chicago Board Options Exchange.
Click here for all the event details. If you would like to attend please email Theresa Haller at
Theresa.M.Haller@hofstra.edu or call 516-463-4069.
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LICA Executive Director
Chosen as Honoree for
Outreach Long Island Luncheon
Outreach is extending an invitation for all LICA members and partners to
attend their annual Long Island Luncheon Tuesday, June 10th at noon
at Outreach House in Brentwood, where they’ve chosen to honor LICA
Executive Director Marc Herbst and President of the Enterprise
Association of Steamfitters Local Union 638 Patrick Dolan, Jr.
For over three decades, Outreach has been a premier provider and champion of quality, life-changing drug and alcohol
abuse treatment and training services - the kind that help individuals and their families throughout the Greater New York area
cope with their problems, heal themselves and move forward in a more positive direction.
Many of us do not need to look very far to find someone whose life has been impacted by substance abuse – a friend,
a neighbor, a co-worker, a family member. Alcohol and drug abuse can destroy lives and devastate families. Outreach
provides vital treatment services on Long Island, as well as in New York City, with specialized programs for adolescents
12 to 17 years of age, women and women with children, and families who are struggling with the devastating consequences
of addiction. They also operate the largest alcohol and substance abuse counselor training program in New York State.
LICA invites you to join with Marc and many other friends and colleagues on June 10th. Through your support of the
luncheon, you will be helping adolescents reunite with their families, reconnect with school and grow up healthy and drugfree. Together we can play an important part in “Building Healthy Lives” for our fellow Long Islanders. Please consider
making a difference in a life, a family, our community.
For more information about the annual Long Island Luncheon, please call Marsha Radulov at 718-847-9233 ext. 2310
or email marshadulov@opiny.org. Click here to view the brochure for this year’s luncheon. Sponsorship opportunities
are available.

Call for Nominations:
ARTBA Foundation “Transportation
Development Hall of Fame”
The American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) Foundation, LICA’s national affiliate, is now
accepting nominations for the 2014 “Transportation Development Hall of Fame.” The Hall honors individuals or families
from the public and private sectors who have made extraordinary contributions to U.S. transportation development or
demonstrated exceptional leadership over their lifetime. Anyone can nominate a candidate. ARTBA membership is not
required. Individuals can be living or inducted to the Hall posthumously.
The deadline for the Hall of Fame is June 13. Click here to submit a nomination online or contact ARTBA’s Program
Manager Kashae Williams via email at kwilliams@artba.org or by phone at 202-289-4434.
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
4/17/14

Project Name
Road Improv - Marion St, Alder Rd, St. Marks Ave

Owner
Town of Hempstead

Contractor
Richard W. Grim Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
Valente Contracting
J Anthony Enterprises
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Pratt Brothers Inc.

4/17/14

2014 Requirements Work Along Various Roadways

Town of Hempstead

Richard W. Grim Inc.
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Valente Contracting
Landtek Group Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.

$

218,832
290,000
296,869
303,120
410,809
413,086
484,945

4/17/14

Demolition & Debris Removal @ 7 Bayonne Avenue

Town of Islip

L & G Ruggiero Inc.
Panzner Environmental Corp.
All Island Recycling
Watral Brothers Inc.
Saracino Construction
Gramercy Group

$

26,685
40,950
45,775
69,575
83,900
129,500

4/18/14

Construction of Basketball Court in Flower Hill Park

Incorporated Village Of Flower Hill

John McGowan & Son
LaMay & Sons, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.

$

223,000
227,400
343,410

4/22/14

2013 Roadway Improvement Program

Inc. Village Of Valley Stream

Reet Construction Corp.
Valente Contracting
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Tri State Paving LLC

$

1,122,218
1,130,656
1,145,990
1,152,800
1,183,641
1,289,289
1,297,045

4/22/14

Briarcliff School Retaining Wall/Stair & ADA Curb Ramp Repl

Shoreham-Wading River Central School District

Green Velvet Landscaping
Saracino Construction
Laser Industries Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.
Carter-Melence
Silverstone Construction
KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint

$

108,000
113,800
123,946
134,900
164,000
169,252
184,333

4/22/14

Improv Roslyn Grist Mill by Removal/Repl Temporary By-Pass

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

PSL Industries, Inc.
Thomas Novelli & Sons aka Novelli Group
Tri State Paving LLC

$

383,725
462,160
467,570

4/22/14

Emergency Maintenance - Water Distribution System

South Farmingdale Water District

Merrick Utility Associates Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp

$

220,748
232,700

4/22/14

Bayville Bridge Repairs
County of Nassau Office of Public Works

Chesterfield Associates
GCCom Construction Co. Inc.
Grace Industries LLC

$

2,040,496
3,738,368
3,940,660

$

89,675
91,550
96,750
102,650
226,325

4/25/14

2014/2016 Drainage Requirements

Village Of Brightwaters

D F Stone Contracting
All Island Plumbing
Laser Industries Inc.
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
PSL Industries, Inc.

4/28/14

Install New Generator - S. Huntington Public Library

South Huntington Public Library

Palace Electrical Contractors Inc.
Relle Electric Corp.
Welsbach Electric of Long Island
Rolands Electric Co.
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
LEB Electric
Commander Electric, Inc.
JP Daly & Sons Inc.
Baltray Enterprises dba Bancker Electric

$

Bid Amount
815,302
872,775
948,371
955,730
969,200
1,080,075

334,000
424,000
429,700
436,000
469,900
487,231
520,180
532,700
575,000

