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Industry historians will note for years to come that 2010 was one of the most
challenging years faced by the heavy construction industry tasked with building
our nation’s roads and bridges. Unlike the Great Depression when dollars spent
brought about a renaissance in public works construction that continues to
serve our democracy, this economic cycle has seen infrastructure distorted as
a mean spirited political litmus test. This bizarre trashing of our infrastructure
needs caught public works advocates and government officials totally off guard
since it has been obvious for 75 years exactly what enormous benefits public
construction has accomplished on behalf of our society.
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As a result, the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) and its allies, such as the Public Works Alliance,
have made common cause in the defense of the taxpayer’s largest investment: the construction and maintenance of the
public work projects that bind our economy together. We have used every medium available to us to tell that story and
we have sought to make elected officials publicly accountable for supporting the infrastructure projects crucial to the
economy, our region and our industry. We have responded to this crisis in a calculated manner, employing new social
media, taking to the streets when appropriate, and providing unprecedented endorsements to those public officials who
appreciate that our public infrastructure is at terrible risk.
If you wish to know where LICA will be in 2011, it is best to look back at 2010 and see our insistence on accountability,
responsibility and action. In the months to come, this drum beat of advocacy on behalf of public works will increase
across the bi-county region and throughout the state as we expand and strengthen our alliances on behalf of the
taxpayer’s infrastructure.

Where LICA is headed…
LICA will remain the powerful, vibrant voice of an industry fighting for the region’s fair share of infrastructure dollars that
preserve and strengthen our roads, bridges and other public works projects. We will remain an unapologetic advocate,
sustaining a leadership role on behalf of the heavy construction industry, whether it’s before government, the media or
the public.
LICA intends to expand its role in 2011 as the advocate for the bridges, roads and other public works that ensure our
region, our state and our nation can meet the challenges of a global economy. Failure to invest in these core projects
threatens the leadership of our nation and the future of our state. We recognize that there will be cynical forces at work
who seek to demonize public works, applying a political label on these much needed projects. Perhaps there should be
a label on our roads and bridges, our water works and tunnels. Let’s call them all by what they are: America’s future.

Reflecting on 2010…
Looking back over the last twelve months, 2010 was filled with
unprecedented events including Governor Paterson’s stunning decision
to halt funding for all state public works projects. This incompetent action
remains as one of the most damaging policies ever enacted by a chief
executive of the State of New York. His order brought a rising sense of
outrage not only from within the state’s construction trades but from every
taxpayer who depends on safe and well maintained roads and bridges.
A broad-based coalition of New York heavy construction trade associations legally challenged the Governor’s
decision to unilaterally halt payments for hundreds of state construction projects that had already
been approved and were under way. Knowing it would be difficult to sustain the lawsuit,
Did You Know...
the papers were filed in Albany by the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA),
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In the end, the courts ruled against the coalition, but our leaders say they would do it again since they were compelled
to confront actions by the state that could put hundreds of contractors and subcontractors out of business simply for
winning state infrastructure contracts and doing their jobs.
“There was no rational decision making that we can discern by the Paterson Administration,” stated Marc Herbst,
LICA’s executive director. “The very process by which an ‘emergency appropriation’ was hurriedly placed before the
State Legislature that was, in fact, a massive ‘stop work order’ for the construction trades still speaks to the crisis in
leadership and ethics afflicting Albany. Our industry looks forward to the Cuomo Administration and is hopeful that a
decision as reckless as this will never happen again.”

Historic Blizzard Launches the LICA “Blizzard
Buddy” Award in Recognition of Marathon Hours
behind the Plow: a Coffee Pot Trophy Is Presented
to Islip Town Highway Department as a Tribute to
All Who Worked around the Clock
In recognition of the marathon hours of treacherous snow
plowing undertaken by hundreds of snowplow operators
across the region during the “Christmas Weekend Blizzard
of 2010,” the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA)
has presented its first ever “Blizzard Buddy Award,” a stout
silver coffee pot to LICA member Edward Ehrbar, Inc.,
a distributor of heavy construction equipment throughout
the region that was employed around the clock by many
companies and municipalities to beat back the snow.
LICA represents the interests of over 150 of Long
James P. Hogan of Edward Ehrbar, Inc., presenting silver
Island’s premier heavy construction general contractors,
coffee maker to John Pfaffe (in payloader), Town of Islip DPW.
subcontractors, suppliers and industry supporters. Focused
primarily in the transportation infrastructure construction
industry, such as highways, bridges, sewers and other public works, LICA’s member companies play a significant role in
supporting highway snow and debris removal during times of weather emergencies.
In accepting the award, Patrick Ahern, President of Edward Ehrbar, stated, “Obviously, my clients are the ones who
deserve this recognition for ‘round the clock efforts to clear our roads, and I am accepting this award on their behalf.”
Ahern promptly presented the silver coffee urn to one of his clients, Islip Town’s Highway Department, which is responsible
for hundreds of miles of residential streets and crucial roadways along with acres of municipal parking lots. Accepting on
behalf of the men and women of the Department was John Pfaffe, who paused from operating a payloader long enough to
acknowledge everyone who worked throughout the storm across Long Island.
(Continued on next page)
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Snow removal is a critical service in Islip Town
Islip Town Supervisor Phil Nolan stated, “Our town employees are the first line of defense in Islip Town’s efforts to keep
our 100 miles of streets open and safe for residents during winter storms. This award reminds everyone of the hard work
required under extraordinary circumstances to provide this critical, essential service to our residents. It also reflects on the
county and town crews across Long Island who put in marathon hours to get this job done.”
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst explained, “Unless you have been in the cab of a payloader or plow for nine straight
hours, faced with stuck cars, blowing snow, raised manhole covers and a myriad of other challenges, you can’t appreciate
the true nature of this award. While the award may joke about the need for a marathon stream of coffee to get you through
the snow storm, the reality is this presentation is well named because the men and women who operate this equipment
under very hazardous conditions deserve our thanks.”
LICA estimates that its members fielded several hundred employees at the height of the storm, assisting a number of
municipalities under contract, tackling snow in hospital parking lots, railroad stations, shopping districts and other key
locations.
LICA Chairman James Pratt stated, “In reality, each and every person who faced one of the more vicious storms in recent
memory should get that ‘coffee pot’ award, but more important, it is fitting and appropriate that we use this opportunity to
pause and thank everyone who went out there in the middle of the night to get Long Island back on its roads.”

New York State’s Heavy Construction Coalition
to Build a National Alliance to Block Proposed
Repeal of Guaranteed Highway Funding
A coalition representing New York State’s heavy construction
industry is announcing efforts to build a national alliance that will
seek to block a proposed repeal of guaranteed federal funding that
protects and strengthens our nation’s highway system. The coalition
includes the General Contractors Association of New York (GCA),
the Construction Industry Council, the Long Island Contractors’
Association (LICA) and Associated General Contractors of New York
State (AGC).
Denise Richardson, managing director of the GCA stated,
“America’s highway system has demonstrated mile after mile
its ability to create a vibrant, dynamic economy and a stronger, more robust nation. Yet the incoming House
Republican majority has unveiled a plan that would repeal guaranteed funding requirements for annual federal
highway investment by Washington. It is inconceivable to any taxpayer who has paid for our roads and bridges
that the maintenance of these critical arteries would now be left to the political whims of Congress.”
(Continued on next page)
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Paul Posillico, chapter trustee of the AGC of New York said, “This is a highway system that President
Dwight Eisenhower had the vision and political will to create, observing later, “More than any single action by the
government since the end of the war, this one would change the face of America … Its impact on the American
economy—the jobs it would produce in manufacturing and construction, the rural areas it would open up—was
beyond calculation.”
Marc Herbst, LICA’s executive director reminded, “If you have any doubts about what would be in store, Congress
has failed to pass reauthorization bills for the Federal Aviation Administration for seven years, preferring a series of
three month extensions because they can’t agree on its funding provisions.
“The role of the highway system cannot be understated. It has revolutionized interstate commerce. It has created
trillions of dollars in investment and untold job creation. Destabilizing our highway system by repealing guaranteed
funding is akin to playing kick the can with thermonuclear weapons. You can do it, but we wouldn’t advise it,”
offered Herbst.
Ross Pepe, president of the Construction Industry Council in Westchester and the Hudson Valley, stated,
“Infrastructure has come under attack, to be used as a political weapon in a profoundly flawed ideological agenda.
This proposed rules change on Capitol Hill is the latest assault on our roads and bridges and it has to stop.”
Richardson concluded, “This is not a New York problem. This isn’t a northeast problem. This is a national problem
with a serious funding threat to a strategic asset that stitches the country’s economy together. If we allow
dedicated funding to be a political football we will look back on the Recession of 2010 as the good old days. We
are moving to create a national industry response to a peril that few yet appreciate, but certainly will in the weeks
and months to come.”
Among those the coalition will seek as allies are the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the American Trucking
Association and the Laborers International Union.

Last Chance to Register for LICA’s 2011 Safety
Seminar

SAFETY ALERT! SEminAR

LICA’s Annual Heavy Construction and Transportation Infrastructure
Safety Seminar is this Friday, January 7th, from 8:00am – 2:00pm at
the Sheraton Long Island Hotel, 110 Motor Parkway in Hauppauge.

FRidAY, JAnuARY 7, 2011

You are Cordially Invited to Our

AnnuAl
HeAvyone
ConstruCtion
Protecting the job site as a safe working environment for our respective employees
remains
of our most And
trAnsportAtion
important responsibilities, and the annual LICA Safety Seminar allows our members
to meet thati nfrAstruCture
challenge.

sAfety seminAr

LICA members will be presented with the latest news, techniques and information during this innovative safety
Friday, January 7th, 8am – 2pm
training program. LICA has secured the services of our national affiliate organization,
Road and
Sheraton Longthe
IslandAmerican
Hotel
Motor Parkway, Hauppauge
Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA), and the New York State110Department
of Transportation
(NYSDOT) to present a new and insightful program.
It will be here before you know it.
Please make your reservations as soon as possible!

(Continued on next page)
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Openings are still available. If you have not registered yet but wish to do so, please click here for the seminar
announcement and registration form. Your registration must be submitted as soon as possible. Registration is free
to LICA members, a benefit of your annual dues. There is a nominal fee of $20 to non-members to cover food
costs.

LICA’s Manager of Policy & Government Affairs
Joins Young Adult Alliance to Talk with LI’s
County Executives
Action Long Island presents: Long Island’s Young Adults in a “Fireside Chat” with Suffolk and
Nassau County Executives Steve Levy and Edward Mangano at their “20th Annual County
Executive Update” Tuesday, January 25th, from 8:00 to 10:00am at the Crest Hollow Country
Club, Woodbury.

Louis Imbroto

Young Adult Alliance Leaders Frances Picone and Louis Imbroto, LICA’s manager of
policy & government affairs, will share the stage with the County Executives to ask questions
from young adult perspectives and discuss critical issues facing Long Island in 2011.

LICA’s inviting you to participate in this unique opportunity to engage Long Island’s current leadership with Long Island’s future
leadership. Encourage the young adults in your company or organization to attend along with you and your associates.
Click here to register now. Tickets are $40 for members, $50 for non-members. Marketing and sponsorship
opportunities are available. If you have any questions you can contact Lenae Price at 631-425-2700, or email Action
Long Island at info@actionlongisland.org.

2011 CONEXPO in Las Vegas, Nevada
The Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) will be hosting an evening cocktail reception for
its members, friends and supporters on March 22, 2011 from 5:30-7:30pm at the Venetian
Hotel during this year’s 2011 CONEXPO-CON/AGG trade show scheduled for March 22-26th in
Las Vegas, Nevada, and we would like to extend an invitation to E-gram readers.
Those interested in attending LICA’s cocktail reception, please email your response to LICA’s
Assistant to the Executive Director Josephine Magee at jmagee@licanys.org or fax it to our
office at 631-231-4291. Please be sure to indicate how many people will be attending the cocktail reception.
LICA has set aside rooms at the Venetian Hotel. If you would like to book, modify or cancel your reservation online,
click here. If you have not yet registered for the CONEXPO and would like to, you can visit their website at
www.conexpoconagg.com.
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A Quick Look at Upcoming Events for 2011
January

7 (Friday)

					

Safety Seminar
Sheraton Long Island, Smithtown
8:00am to 2:00pm

February
4 (Friday)		
					
					

Nassau County Local Governments Breakfast
Carlyle on the Green – Bethpage State Park
8:00am to 10:00am

March		
4 (Friday)		
					
					

New York State Legislative Breakfast
Melville Marriott
8:00am to 10:00am

April		
1 (Friday)		
					
					

Suffolk County Local Governments Breakfast
Hamlet Wind Watch, Hauppauge
8:00am to 10:00am

May		
5 (Thursday)		
					
					

Annual Dinner
Fox Hollow, Woodbury
5:30pm to 9:30pm

July		
18 (Monday)
					
					

Golf Outing
Huntington Crescent (hosted)
Huntington Country Club

August		

Boat Cruise

4 (Thursday)

September
8 (Thursday)
					

Fundraiser at Governor’s Comedy Club, Levittown
(subject to change)

October
6 (Thursday)		
					
					

PAC Reception
Stonebridge Country Club, Hauppauge
6:00pm to 7:30pm

November
4 (Friday)		
					

Construction Career Day
(subject to change)

December
1 (Thursday)		
					

Holiday Party
Villa Lombardi’s, Holbrook
5:30pm to 9:30pm

Bid Results on next page
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Bid Results
Project Name
Bid Date
12/16/10 Improv to Water Supply Sys @ West Hills County Park

Owner
County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Contractor
ARA Plumbing & Heating
Bancker Construction Corp.
Maccarone Plumbing Heating
Merrick Utility Associates Inc.

Bid Amount
$
303,517
326,975
350,524
394,650

12/16/10 Pump Station Improvements @ Well Nos. 1, 2 & 8

Roslyn Water District

Ed Broidy Contractors/EBC
Merrick Utility Associates, Inc.
Bensin Contracting, Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp.
Nuco Painting Corp.
General Builders, Inc.

$

91,800
91,900
111,860
114,000
137,000
174,515

12/21/11 Granular Activated Carbon for Organics Removal @ Plant #3
Contract E - Base Bid

South Huntington Water District

Rolands Electric Co.
Eldor Contracting
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.

$

741,800
775,000
799,820

Contract E - Alternate Bid

Rolands Electric Co.
Eldor Contracting
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.

$

754,000
788,200
811,975

Contract G - Base Bid 1

Philip Ross Industries, Inc.
Bensin Contracting, Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
RJ Industries, Inc.
UTB United Technology, Inc.
Merrick Utility Associates, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.

$

1,999,000
2,088,000
2,211,216
2,335,800
2,380,663
2,445,570
2,676,520

Contract G - Base Bid 2

Philip Ross Industries, Inc.
Bensin Contracting, Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
RJ Industries, Inc.
UTB United Technology, Inc.
Merrick Utility Associates, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.

$

1,999,000
2,078,000
2,206,216
2,327,300
2,380,663
2,445,570
2,646,520

Contract G - Alternate 1

Philip Ross Industries, Inc.
Bensin Contracting, Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
RJ Industries, Inc.
Merrick Utility Associates, Inc.
UTB United Technology, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.

$

2,298,972
2,344,850
2,436,046
2,655,030
2,766,420
2,791,654
2,964,580

Contract G - Alternate 2

Philip Ross Industries, Inc.
Bensin Contracting, Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
RJ Industries, Inc.
Merrick Utility Associates, Inc.
UTB United Technology, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.

$

2,298,972
2,334,850
2,431,046
2,646,530
2,766,420
2,791,654
2,934,580

12/22/10 Drainage & Highway Improvements to Jackson Avenue

Town of Oyster Bay, Div Purchase & Supply, Dept Gen Svcs

Carlo Lizza & Sons Paving
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Pratt Brothers, Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.
Laser Industries, Inc.
Araz Industries
E.W. Howell Co., Inc.
ALAC Contracting Corp.
J Anthony Enterprises
Bi-County Construction Corp

$

4,365,000
4,794,849
4,948,849
5,064,123
5,138,138
5,454,360
5,539,895
5,555,555
5,974,688
6,339,142

12/23/10 Safety Improvements @ Various Intersections

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

D F Stone Contracting
LLL/Lydel Asphalt Corp.
Guillo Contracting Corp.
Bimasco, Inc.
Norman Kurrass Contractor, Inc.
Suffolk Asphalt
G & M Earth Moving, Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Laser Industries, Inc.
Bi-County Construction Corp.

$

113,333
118,037
173,140
185,266
194,913
199,491
206,775
223,655
285,000
307,051

12/30/10 Remove Concrete Pavement & Provide New Asphalt Pavement
Total Lump Sum

Village Of East Rockaway

D F Stone Contracting
Allen Industries, Inc.

$

386,607
519,620

Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Bimasco, Inc.
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
J Anthony Enterprises
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving, Inc.
PSL Industries, Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.

$

665,460
679,550
684,680
703,310
730,700
738,925
796,000

Single Contract
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