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Washington, D.C., could take some notes from that traditional center of political
gridlock – Albany. Politics finally worked.
“Anyone looking for genuine political leadership in this state won’t care whether the
three most powerful men in Albany viewed each other with partisan suspicion or
collegial affection in coming up with a way to fund a billion-dollar infrastructure plan,”
stated LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst in an op-ed piece he wrote for the
Times Union. “It’s the results that count.”
Governor Andrew Cuomo, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and Senate
Majority Leader Dean Skelos recognized that there is a crisis of historic proportions
staring us in the face. Unlike Washington, where fiercely partisan rhetoric blocks even
the most basic of congressional actions, paralysis was not an option in Albany.
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To create public policy, the three had to dismantle their ideological barricades and
stash their rhetoric to come up with a compromise that creates a viable, bipartisan
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plan to save the rusting wreck many of us call our public infrastructure. They had to reconsider their prior public positions, take
the brickbats hurled by past supporters and the second-guessing from their own political party, and ruefully anticipate that their
“closed-door deal” would spark contempt among good government groups.
“Compromise, gritted teeth and reluctant allies have created a proposal that will allow the state to put money into its rapidly
deteriorating infrastructure, create jobs, reduce the much-despised MTA Payroll Tax and compel us to reform New York State’s tax
code,” said Herbst. “The deal crosses political lines and demonstrates that hard-nosed politicians can cut deals when everyone
admits to a crisis – reminding us that three men in a room can still beat intractable, partisan, Capitol Hill warfare.”
Their $1 billion New York Works Infrastructure Fund puts significant cash into infrastructure projects. The dollars will come from
state coffers, pension funds and private investment, and are intended to leverage up to $10 billion in capital projects. Additionally,
“design-build” legislation would streamline what has been a cumbersome engineering process.
Also key is tax code reform. The “millionaire’s tax” that is set to expire at the end of the year is being replaced with a new rate
structure that would create an 8.82 percent tax rate for those earning over $2 million per year. This new bracket would generate
$1.9 billion and is guaranteed to make some people unhappy, the sign of real compromise.
Finally, the deal reduces the MTA Payroll Tax, with the state reimbursing the Metropolitan Transportation Authority for $320 million
in expected lost revenue.
Against this backdrop of Albany “realpolitik” is yet another announcement that a congressional committee will not be reporting out
a multiyear transportation reauthorization bill, setting back our nation’s infrastructure since federal funding accounts for a significant
percentage of dollars for construction. Without stable, multiyear funding, states cannot plan for large, long-term infrastructure
projects.
“Reviled, ridiculed and feared, Albany’s “Gang of Three” accomplished something we could only wish for from a dysfunctional
Congress,” stated Herbst.

Long Island Receives
$101.6 Million in
Economic Development
Funding
New York State is seeking to protect its economic future, placing a
significant number of incentive dollars into Long Island, a region that
can help the rest of the state.

LICA Member Bove Industries, Inc. installing a sanitary sewer system
as part of the first phase of the Wyandanch Rising Initiative along
Straight Path Road (CR-2) in Wyandanch.

Governor Andrew Cuomo has announced that Long Island would
be awarded $101.6 million to fund 66 economic development
projects throughout the region. Overall, $785 million was awarded
statewide.
Continued on next page
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The award comes as a result of the Long Island Regional Economic Development Council’s Strategic Plan, one of the
state’s “Best Plan” awardees. Much of this money will be devoted to large construction and infrastructure projects, as well as
smaller building construction and rehabilitation initiatives. Some notable awards include the following:
• $5 million will go the Village of Hempstead Downtown Revitalization project and will fund sewer upgrades as part of
the larger redevelopment of the village.
• $4 million was awarded to the Suffolk County Department of Public Works for the Ronkonkoma Hub project around
the Ronkonkoma train station.
• $6 million will go to the Town of Babylon to support the Wyandanch Rising project, which is designed to revitalize one
of Long Island’s most economically depressed communities.
• $2.5 million will go toward road improvements to facilitate development of the  Heartland Town Square project.
For a complete list of Long Island projects that received an economic development award, please click here.

NCDPW Commissioner Meets with LICA Board
With the New Year rapidly approaching and no Nassau
County Capital Budget yet proposed, the Long Island
Contractors’ Association’s (LICA) Board of Directors met with
Nassau County Department of Public Works (NCDPW)
Commissioner Shila Shah-Gavnoudias, P.E. last week
to determine the status of projects slated for the 2012
construction season.
In a presentation to LICA’s Board of Directors, the
Commissioner stated that there are a significant number of
County and Federal funded projects in design. These projects
include resurfacing, drainage, traffic studies, revitalization
projects, building construction and sewer projects. ShahLICA’s Secretary-Treasurer Paul Farino of Kings Park Industries, Inc. and
Gavnoudias explained that funds are in place for design and
LICA Member Michael Gulino of Laser Industries, Inc. pose for a picture
with NCDPW Commissioner Shila Shah-Gavnoudias, P.E. at LICA’s 2011
for those projects that have already been bid. She was quick
Nassau County Government’s Breakfast last February.
to point out that the upcoming projects are not part of a “wish
list,” but rather are in design with the intention of being funded. The Nassau County DPW website will be advertising for
project managers to assist in moving the projects forward.
In a letter to County Executive Ed Mangano, Legislator Dave Denenberg questioned why the Capital Budget for 2012
and Four Year Plan for 2012-2015 have not yet been presented to the legislature as they were due by October 15th. “I
am alarmed by this clear violation of the charter as well as the past practice of every administration of filing this important
document in a timely manner,” stated Denenberg.
Shah-Gavnoudias reassured the LICA Board that the 2012 Capital Budget should be completed in early 2012, but the
Commissioner heard a drum beat of questions and concerns from an industry wary of the county’s track record to date.
Continued on next page
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LICA Board Member John Lizza of Intercounty Paving Associates expressed concern regarding how projects will be
managed now that significant staff reductions were made within the Department of Public Works. In addition, LICA Board
Member Paul Posillico of Posillico inquired whether additional layoff notices had been issued.
Shah-Gavnoudias informed LICA that as of that date there were no formal notices issued.
In hopes of rectifying past payment issues, the County has instituted a new Invoice Tracking System and has designated
Deputy Commissioner William Nimmo to receive and monitor all invoices. All invoices are logged and can be tracked
by age date making it easier to identify the status of the invoice. Shah-Gavnoudias explained that any issues with invoice
payment should be directed to Nimmo’s attention. The Commissioner stressed that if any of our members have any
questions, they should feel free to call her office at 516-571-9604 and she will work with them to resolve the issue.

A New World for Procurement:
The Infrastructure Investment Act
This article was written by Andrew L. Richards (arichards@kdvglaw.com) and Jason
A. Lange (jlange@kdvglaw.com) of Kaufman Dolowich Voluck and Gonzo LLP. For
additional information, please go to www.kdvglaw.com or call 516-681-1100.
Contractors who bid on capital projects exceeding $1.2 million with certain state agencies should be aware of some
significant, recent changes in the way that contracts for letting projects will be awarded. On December 9, 2011, Governor
Cuomo signed the “Infrastructure Investment Act” into law in response to, among other things, New York’s aging
infrastructure, rising unemployment rate and decreased tax revenue.
While much of the fanfare surrounding the enactment of the law is that it will increase employment and tax revenue through
capital infrastructure projects, the big news for contractors is that the new system may eliminate the existing practice of
awarding contracts just to the lowest responsible bidder. Contractors with a limited history, though, may be disadvantaged
by some of the requirements of this law.
Under the new law, contractors bidding on capital projects with the New York State Thruway Authority; the Department of
Transportation; Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; Department of Environmental Conservation; and the
New York State Bridge Authority will have to endure additional scrutiny under a two-step process in order to be awarded the
design-build project.
Under the first step, the agency will compile a list of contractors that have a demonstrated ability to perform a design-build
contract. This list will be generated following a review of submittals of contractors that responded to a publicly advertised
request for qualifications.  The agency’s request for qualifications will contain some details about the project, the number of
contractors to be included on the list and the selection criteria for the list. The selection criteria are crucial for the contractor
to make the list, as it takes into account the contractor’s qualifications and experience in similar contracts.  For example,
the agency will likely consider a contractor’s past performance, financial ability and the qualifications of its personnel.  If the
agency strongly considers past performance, a contractor without previous experience looking to break in may be excluded
from the list.
Continued on next page
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Once the list of contractors has been generated, the agency will proceed to step two, which is selection of the proposal
that yields the agency the “best value”. Essentially, the “best value” is determined following the agency’s evaluation of a
contractor’s proposal coupled with its prior performance, current abilities and risk assessment skills to attain optimal quality
and cost.  A submitted proposal will include such things as cost, perceived quality of the proposal’s methodology, timelines,
milestones and ability to complete. Under the law, the award goes to the contractor that submits the proposal with the “best
value”.
Worth noting, however, is that the law permits the agency’s use of an “alternative construction awarding processes” which
includes the “best value” discussed above; a cost-plus approach; or a lump sum contract.
We will watch these developments closely.

Defensive Driving Course Was a Huge Success!
The defensive driving course recently hosted by the Long Island Contractors’ Association
(LICA) as a benefit to our members and their families is paying safety dividends for participants and
fellow drivers. LICA received letters from course participants who praised the class for not only being
insightful but for providing participants with a greater understanding of how to be a better driver.
Participants received a 10% discount for three years on their Liability and Collision insurance
premiums for all vehicles (including motorcycles) for which they are listed as the primary operator,
up to four points automatically deducted from the existing total on their driving record, and learned
accident prevention skills, which should help preserve their lives and property.

Pilgrim Studios Seeking Heavy Equipment
Operators for Brand New TV Show
LICA DISCLAIMER: Many are called, few are chosen. This marks the first time we have seen a television casting call for the
construction industry. We can’t offer an opinion one way or another on whether it will mean stardom or a place on the edit
floor, but we didn’t want you to miss this opportunity.
The casting coordinator for Pilgrim Studios has reached out to the Long Island
Contractors’ Association (LICA) and asked us to pass along a casting call for a
new show they are producing.
Best known for producing shows such as American Chopper, Dirty Jobs and
Top Shot, Pilgrim Studios is searching for highly skilled construction and heavy
equipment operators. Producers are looking to hire men and women who operate
construction and heavy equipment (scrapers, trenchers, tractors, loaders, excavators, bulldozers, cranes … you name it!) with
extreme precision. If you’ve got the skill and the personality, then you can join their team of on-camera experts to take on a
Continued on next page
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series of exciting “Big Machine” challenges every episode. For more information, click here to view the official casting call.
To apply for the show, email BigMachineCasting@gmail.com with your name, age, phone number, city/state, a photo,
and a brief explanation of why you are perfect for this show.
This will be a paid position. Deadline to apply is January 25, 2012.
Applicants must be properly licensed construction/heavy equipment operators, at least 21 years of age and citizens or legal
residents of the United States. The show will film in late March 2012.

Register Now for LICA’s 2011 Annual Heavy
Construction and Transportation Infrastructure
Safety Seminar
Protecting the job site as a safe working
environment for our respective employees remains
one of our most important responsibilities, and the
annual LICA Safety Seminar now scheduled for
after the New Year allows our members to meet
that challenge.

SAFETY ALERT!
SEminA R FRidAY,
JAnuA RY 13, 2012
You are Cordially Invited to Our

LICA members will be presented with the latest news, techniques and information during this innovative safety training
AnnuAl HeAvy ConstruCtion And
program. LICA has secured the services of our national affiliate organization, the American Road and Transportation
trAnsportAtion infrAstruCture
Builders Association (ARTBA), and the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) to present a new
and insightful program.

sAfety seminAr

LICA’s 2012 seminar will be held on Friday, January 13th from 8:00am – 2:00pm at the Sheraton Long Island Hotel, 110
Friday, January 13th, 8am – 2pm
Motor Parkway in Hauppauge.
Sheraton Long Island Hotel

110 Motor Parkway, Hauppauge

To register, please click here for the seminar announcement and registration form and fax to 631-231-4291 or e-mail your
attendance confirmation to LICA’s Manager of Communications Michelle
Giametta
at mgiametta@licanys.org.
It will
be here before
you know it.
Please make your reservations as soon as possible!

Registration is free to LICA members, a benefit of your annualPDH
dues.
There is a nominal fee of $20 to non-members to cover
(professional development hours) credits for engineers will be awarded.
food costs.
The 2012 presentations will be made by representatives of
ARTBA (American Road and Transportation Builders Association)
and the New York State Department of Transportation.
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CFMA Hosts Breakfast and Panel Discussion
The Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) has asked LICA’s Executive Director Marc
Herbst to participate as a panelist at their breakfast and panel discussion on “Long Island’s Economic Outlook
– The Experts’ Perspective” on Tuesday, January 24th from 8:30 to 10:30am at the Huntington Hilton in
Melville.
The discussion will be moderated by LICA member Erik Ortmann of Goldberg & Connolly. Along with LICA’s Executive
Director Marc Herbst, panelists include Andrea Lohneiss of Empire State Development and Patrick O’Keefe of JH
Cohn LLP.
Registration is $50 for members, $75 for non-members. If you are interested in attending, click here to fill out the
response form and mail your confirmation and check to the CFMA LI Chapter: Grassi & Co., Attention Ron Eagar, 50 Jericho
Quadrangle, Jericho, NY 11753.
If you have any questions, please call Debbie at (201) 828-5776 or click here to register online.

LICA’s 2012 Calendar of Events
With the New Year just days away, the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA)
wants to make sure our members and industry partners mark their calendars with
important events coming up in 2012:

Friday, January 13		
8 – 2pm		
							

LICA SAFETY SEMINAR
Sheraton Long Island

Friday, January 20 to				
Thursday, January 26

AGC ANNUAL MEETING
St. John, USVI

Friday, February 10
8 – 10am
							
							

LICA NASSAU GOVERNMENTS
BREAKFAST
Carlyle on the Green

Friday, March 9			
8 – 10am
							

LICA STATE BREAKFAST
Fox Hollow

Friday, April 20
8 – 10am
							
							

LICA SUFFOLK GOVERNMENTS
BREAKFAST
Hamlet Wind Watch – Hauppauge

Continued on next page
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Monday, May 21					
							
							
Tuesday, May 29 to				
Thursday, May 31				

LICA GOLF OUTING
Huntington Crescent (Hosted) &
Huntington Country Club
ARTBA FEDERAL ISSUES PROGRAM
Washington, DC

Wednesday, June 13		
6 – 10pm
				
							

LICA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING & DINNER
Woodbury Country Club

Monday, August 6 to
Wednesday, August 8				
							

ARTBA COUNCIL OF EXECUTIVES
SUMMER MEETING
West Point, NY

Tuesday, September 11 to
Friday, September 14

ARTBA NATIONAL CONVENTION
Memphis, TN

Month of October (TBD)				
							

PAC LUNCHEON
Stonebridge Country Club

Thursday, December 13		
6 – 10pm
							

LICA HOLIDAY PARTY
Jericho Terrace, Mineola

Christmas & New Year’s
Holiday Schedules
Click here to view the LICA/GCA Christmas and New Year’s holiday schedules.
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
12/6/11

Project Name
Resurfacing Various County Roads - Phase XXI

Owner
County of Nassau Office of Public Works

Contractor
Carlo Lizza & Sons Paving
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Posillico Civil Inc.
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.

Bid Amount
$
3,648,000
3,663,663
4,283,740
4,542,500
4,654,321
4,867,235

12/8/11

Improvements to CR 7, Wicks Road

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Pratt Brothers Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
Araz Industries
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Suffolk Paving Corp
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
United Fence & Guard Rail
Rosemar Construction
J Anthony Enterprises
E.W. Howell Co., Inc.
Posillico Civil Inc.

$

4,689,753
4,846,955
5,072,360
5,078,780
5,123,123
5,141,133
5,736,307
5,894,214
5,925,295
5,994,335
6,005,570
6,077,907

12/13/11

Phase I Motts Pond Remediation

Town Of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Biltwel General Contractor Corp.
Terry Contracting
G & M Earth Moving Inc
Adjo Contracting Corp.
PSL Industries, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Bove Industries
Pratt Brothers Inc.

$

970,120
1,118,775
1,227,619
1,323,040
1,440,948
1,678,710
1,795,813
1,831,624

12/13/11

Improvements to East Hills Sewage Pumping Station

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mech
Philip Ross Industries Inc.
E & A Restoration
UTB United Technology Inc
Posillico Civil Inc.
Bensin Contracting Inc.

$

994,800
1,238,000
1,285,000
1,420,450
1,436,600
2,441,000

12/14/11

Storm Drainage & Highway Improv Pickwick Drive Area - Phase 2

Town of Oyster Bay, Div Purchase & Supply, Dept Gen Svcs

Laser Industries Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Valente Contracting
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.
Araz Industries
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
New York Paving Inc.
The Novelli Group
John McGowan & Son

$

1,019,900
1,035,804
1,123,456
1,125,632
1,175,875
1,187,000
1,218,360
1,272,272
1,281,235
1,372,747
1,387,600
1,576,361

12/15/11

2011 Pavement Maint Var Highways/CR 85 Montauk Highway

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Rosemar Construction
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
Pratt Brothers Inc.
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Posillico Civil Inc.
Grace Industries LLC

$

3,494,222
3,553,553
3,671,112
3,797,565
3,797,979
3,893,745
3,899,545
5,247,745
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