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LICA’s View on the
LI Economy at AVZ’s 2015
Economic Outlook Event
Long Island’s economic crystal ball is suggesting
a slightly better 2015 but with a lot of provisos.
Marc Herbst, Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) Executive Director was
among the panelists who recently convened for LICA member Albrecht, Viggiano,
Zureck & Company, P.C. (AVZ) Long Island Economic Survey & Opinion Poll round
table. Topics covered ranged from economic confidence and employment outlooks to
revenue/profit forecasts and the state of Long Island’s infrastructure.
Herbst was joined by leaders from the banking, legal, non-profit and heavy construction
industries as well as an elected official. The consensus suggested that 2015 offers a
slightly better outlook than in the previous year, with several panelists rating the current
economy as a “7 out of 10”.
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Herbst noted that “On the private side of infrastructure, things are better.” and expects they will “see an up-tick” in 2015.
While on the public side, due to governmental lag and bureaucratic delays, he believes it will be another year or two before
major capital improvement projects bring a much-needed boost to the Long Island Infrastructure economy. The LICA leader
also stated that despite the extensive damage from Superstorm Sandy, most of the heavy construction work completed
was merely “repair and repave” and noted that Long Island never received the full funding it expected for making significant
infrastructure improvements.
Much of the discussion focused on the need to make Long Island more affordable for our young people so they stay on
the island. LICA also expressed concern over pension funds and a potential “brain drain” in the next 10-15 years, as many
key members of our industry will retire. However, he also highlighted the heavy construction industry’s effective apprentice
programs and how they encourage youth, such as BOCES students, to consider well-paying careers in related fields such
as heavy machinery repair/operation and engineering.
For a full copy of the Long Island Economic Survey & Opinion Poll (2015) published by AVZ and the Long Island Business
News, click here. AVZ, located in Hauppauge, New York, is one of the largest certified public accounting firms on Long
Island and has been serving clients for over 60 years.

News 12 Seeks State Infrastructure
Funding Analysis from LICA’s Jim Pratt
News 12 senior correspondent Drew Scott, reports that State Senate Majority
Leader Dean Skelos wants the $5 billion state budget surplus to help finish delayed
infrastructure projects on the Island. Among those projects are the widening of the
aging Sagtikos Parkway and a new Republic Airport Long Island Rail Road station.
“Many of our roads and bridges are in a state of disrepair and that doesn’t allow
future development of our counties,” Skelos told News 12.
Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone applauded the advocacy. He told News
12, “It’s going to invest in projects that are going to create a brighter future and a
more sustainable economic growth for our region.”
News 12’s Drew Scott noted, “Construction experts, like Jim Pratt, Chairman of
the Long Island Contractors’ Association, warn that an infrastructure “czar” is
needed to keep projects on track and to cut through regulatory red tape….”
Pratt tells LICA e-gram readers, “Most of these infrastructure assignments that
would come from state windfall dollars will take anywhere from 12 to 18 months to
complete, thereby making these projects a five-year program of planning, bidding
and construction. To assist localities that are restricted with tax cap limitations for
bonding infrastructure work, a state revolving loan program may be an effective tool
in assisting our municipalities to leverage eligible windfall dollars.”
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“Finally, in order to ensure funds truly are earmarked for projects with long term economic sustainability, infrastructure work
should have a life expectancy beyond 15 years and should be sized for the capacity of existing firms and local workforces so
there is a real, immediate and positive impact in local regions where the work is being undertaken,” Pratt offered.
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Safety First, Second and
Foremost at LICA Safety Seminar
Over 75 LICA members and associates attended
LICA’s recent 2015 Safety Seminar held at the
UPSKY Hotel in Hauppauge. This important yearly
event provides attendees with the latest information
on safety policies and best practices for the heavy
construction and transportation industry. It also
provides four (4) Professional Development Hour
(PDH) credits for qualified engineers.
The main safety session was led by Brad Sant,
Senior Vice President of Safety and Education
for the American Road and Transportation
Builders Association (ARTBA) and covered a
wide range of safety-related topics. The afternoon
session featured Mike Murtha, Damage
Prevention Liaison for New York 811 who spoke about the importance of the 811 Program which urges contractors
(as well as homeowners) to “Know what’s below” and “Call before you dig” by dialing 8-1-1. This program provides free
marking of underground utilities and helps ensure that the construction area is free of any utility lines, which can a pose
substantial danger.
The flurry of questions that were fielded during this presentation indicates that the topic was one of great interest. LICA looks
forward to continuing to bring important programs such as these to their members.
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LICA Federal and New York
State Infrastructure Summit
Scheduled for March 13, 2015
LICA will be hosting its annual Federal and New York State Infrastructure Summit on Friday, March 13th, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.,
at the Fox Hollow Inn, 7725 Jericho Turnpike, Woodbury. All Long Island business and government leaders are invited to
attend this important event to discuss the future of infrastructure investment on Long Island with our key speakers and
invited local, state and federal leaders. Please mark your calendars now to save the date.
Sponsorship opportunities are available: choose a Bridge Sponsorship for $1,000 which includes event signage and two
tables (up to 20 guests), or a Highway Sponsorship for $500, which includes event signage and one table (up to 10 guests).
Registration fee for LICA members is included in your 2015 annual dues. There is a $50 registration fee for non-members.
If you are interested in sponsoring this event, please contact Lynn Barker, LICA’s Marketing Manager via fax at
631-231-4291 or by email at lbarker@licanys.org no later than March 6th.
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LICA Bids Farewell to
Long-Time Staff Member
Just over five years to the day from when she first joined LICA, Michelle Giametta, LICA’s
Manager of Communications, is bidding farewell to her friends and colleagues at LICA.
Michelle is leaving to finish her final semester at graduate school, in addition to preparing for
her wedding this February!
LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst noted “Michelle came to LICA from the News 12 Long
Island organization, at the strong recommendations of one of its respected managers and a
leading news anchor. Her media training along with public policy background then earned her
a spot as an aide to Congressman Peter King. Michelle brought great skills to our association.
She has done a fantastic job managing our communications needs, especially serving as the
managing editor of LICA’s Latest, and handling our event planning. I am grateful for her loyal,
dedicated service on our staff. She will be missed.”
Everyone at LICA wishes Michelle the best of luck in her future endeavors and heartfelt
congratulations on her upcoming wedding!

RIMS Long Island Chapter Presents
“You Can’t Afford to Ignore What You
Don’t Know or Understand”
LICA members are invited to join the Long Island Chapter of the Risk and Insurance Management Society (RIMS) on Tuesday,
January 27, 2015 at The Fox Hollow in Woodbury from noon – 2:00 p.m. for an important discussion on emerging risks
entitled: “You Can’t Afford to Ignore What You Don’t Know or Understand.” Mr. Chris Mandel, SVP Strategic Solutions, of
Sedgwich, Inc. will present and discuss processes and tools that can be used to help improve your ability to identify, quantify
and prioritize new threats and opportunities from risks your company may not yet be aware of.
For more information or to register online, click here.
RIMS is a global not-for-profit organization representing more than 3,500 industrial,
service, nonprofit, charitable and government entities throughout the world.
Founded in 1950, RIMS brings networking, professional development and education
opportunities to its membership of more than 11,000 risk management professionals
who are located in more than 60 countries.
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Save the Date! Upcoming Events
Golf Outing & Fundraiser
LICA’s 2015 Annual Golf Outing will be
held on Monday, May 11th at the beautiful
Huntington Crescent Club (host) and
the Huntington Country Club right here
on Long Island. Save the date for this
popular event so you can spend the day
enjoying a challenging round of golf, fun
skills competitions, a delicious dinner,
and, of course, the camaraderie of those
who support the Long Island Contractors’
Association!

SAVE THE DATE
MONDAY, MAY 11, 2015
Huntington Crescent Club
Huntington Country Club
Huntington, New York

2015 LICA Annual Golf Outing

LICA Membership
Dinner and Meeting
Thursday, June 11th from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
LICA will be hosting our annual Membership Dinner and Meeting at the Woodbury Country Club in Woodbury. LICA will
present a Leadership and Partnership award to those who have demonstrated continued support and leadership in the
region’s heavy construction industry. Make sure you mark your calendars so you can be a part of this well attended event!

CFK Hosts 10th Annual Dinner Dance for a Good Cause
Join Contractors for Kids (CFK) for their 10th Annual Dinner Dance on Friday, March 13th, 2015 from 7:00 to
11:00 p.m. at the Long Island Aquarium in Riverhead!
CFK is transforming the Long Island Aquarium and Exhibition Center into a Global
Showcase. You’ll have a chance to sample food from some of your favorite countries.
They’ll also have themed entertainment, a Monte Carlo casino, great raffles and silent
auction items!
Become a sponsor today! Show your support and choose a sponsorship level that’s
right for you. Sponsorships range from the “10th Anniversary” package at $10,000 to the
“Suitcase” sponsor at $1,500. Journal advertisements are also available.
CFK is a not-for-profit organization founded for the purpose of providing assistance to
families in our communities. For more information or to RSVP to this event, click here.
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
1/8/15

Project Name
Asphalt Patch Requirements

Owner
Village Of Amityville

1/8/15

Reconstruction of Parking Field H-4

Town of Hempstead

1/15/15

Demolition of Two-Story Frame Building

Village of Westhampton Beach

Contractor

Bid Amount

Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Elite Parking Area Maintenance
Rosemar Construction
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.

$

87,450
90,200
104,750
150,500
179,235

Watral Brothers Inc.
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
D F Stone Contracting
G & M Earth Moving Inc.
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Mana Construction Group, LTD
J Anthony Enterprises
Rosemar Construction
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Araz Industries

$

1,271,817
1,344,431
1,358,887
1,396,724
1,398,952
1,459,761
1,482,946
1,578,663
1,698,000
1,717,171
1,718,720

Unitech Services Group
Quintal Contracting Corp.
Watral Brothers Inc.
Chesterfield Associates

$

39,900
49,500
53,800
93,525

