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It is no coincidence that our lead story should be about our nation’s inability to fund and
fix its road network system as we leave Labor Day weekend, the last big driving holiday
before Thanksgiving.
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It is a crisis being replicated here and across America and the implications are enormous for an economy that still depends on its
ability to move people and products from one part of the nation to the other.
Infrastructure still does not enjoy a strong, articulate and well-funded constituency capable of moving appropriations through a
divided Congress. It will be up to organizations such as the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) to sustain a grass
roots lobbying effort that makes our public infrastructure an essential part of every local political campaign.
This special post-Labor Day edition of LICA’s E-gram looks at how best to create that grass roots advocacy from a variety of
perspectives. It does so in recognition that change occurs when dedicated professionals put their collective skills to work on
behalf of an issue of critical importance to the future of our industry and the nation we love.

Grassroots Alert - Tell Congress to Fix the Highway Trust Fund
It’s Not Pretty Out There
By: the American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA)
There are several reasons to be concerned about the bad news coming out of Washington, D.C., and the prospects for future
federal surface transportation investment:
• Revenues for the federal Highway Trust Fund, which supports about half of the nation’s highway and bridge improvements, have
not been increased in 20 years. As a result, the trust fund has teetered on the edge of insolvency for the past five years.
• Absent action by Congress, the Highway Trust Fund faces another “fiscal cliff” in 14 months that threatens to eliminate federal
highway and transit investment in 2015. This funding crash—and the uncertainty leading up to it—will likely slice up your lettings
like never before.
The only guarantee in this situation is that none of this will turn around unless members of Congress are pushed hard by our
industry to develop real solutions to the nation’s transportation challenges and told that anything else is unacceptable.

Glimmers of Hope
Congress doesn’t have to wait until 2014 to address the Highway Trust Fund’s “fiscal cliff.” A select group of members of
both parties is actively working behind the scenes to develop a long-term solution to this dilemma. Moreover, transportation
infrastructure investment has been one of the few areas of bipartisan agreement in the last few years:
• The enactment of the “Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act,” or MAP-21, in 2012 temporarily stabilized federal
surface transportation funding and included major reforms to make these investments more effective.
• Prior to MAP-21, the federal highway program was facing a 35 percent cut unless Congress did something about it. Many
ARTBA members and chapters met with their representatives and senators that summer, and by Labor Day congressional
leaders were committed to finding a way to avoid the cuts. So you can make a difference!
Click here for a state-by-state chart developed by the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee that demonstrates
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the impact in your states of the projected Highway Trust Fund revenue shortfall on FY 2015 highway investment and supported
jobs if this situation is left unaddressed.

Long Island’s Losses
Long Island simply can not afford more losses. Any additional job loss will further devastate the Island’s heavy construction
and transportation industry. Our region has already experienced a 15 percent reduction in construction jobs since the
economic downturn in 2008, amounting to about 11,000 jobs lost. It’s imperative that our Long Island congressional delegation
understands how important a long-term revenue fix for the Highway Trust Fund is for your business and your state’s economy.
“To run a 21st Century economy, we need to build a 21st Century infrastructure,” said Congressman Tim Bishop, a senior
member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. “Congress must secure a sustainable funding
mechanism for strategic investments in America’s transportation and information infrastructure that are essential to job creation
and economic growth.”

LI Needs its Own Transportation Funding Source
($8 billion for new City subway, but crumbs for the Island)
By Steve Levy, president of Common Sense Strategies
It is time for Long Island to create its own Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) which could help funnel billions of extra
dollars to our region for infrastructure repair and expansion.
An MPO is an entity through which federal funds flow to state and local
governments for road and transit improvements. Long Island has the misfortune
of being grouped in with the behemoth known as the New York Metropolitan
Transit Council (NYMTC). Therefore, any monies that might come to Long Island
for proposed projects must first pass through NYMTC, which will determine which
county under its umbrella gets how much money. Unfortunately, given the fact that
we are living within the shadow of New York City, almost all of the funds for major
initiatives get gobbled up by New York City projects, leaving just crumbs for Long
Island. Federal officials take the attitude that we have nothing to complain about
since over $30 billion is being directed toward our region. But when you look at the
specifics, all four of the major projects for the region are in New York City, providing,
at best, a mere tangential benefit for most Long Islanders.
Sure, New York City’s transit system is important, but so is Nassau’s and Suffolk’s. Yet, we in Suffolk are barely able to keep
our system afloat. Suffolk gets less than half the $60 million allocated for Nassau in state transit aid, but even Nassau’s
allocation is not nearly as much as it should be. Some will say that our systems don’t get more money because they aren’t as
big as they could be but, in fact, the contrary is true. We aren’t as big as we could be because we don’t get enough money
from the feds or the state (through STOA grants).
The north-south corridors in Suffolk are in dire need of improvement. Route 112, North Ocean Avenue and Nicolls Road all
need enhancements or expansion, and as the East-End gets more congested, more rail service will be required. The Nassau
(Continued on next page)
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Hub could benefit from hundreds of millions in investments as well. But, little is on the horizon because we continue to play
second fiddle to New York City.
Three million people and the multi-billion dollar economy that is Long Island should not be treated as an afterthought.
Together, the two counties are bigger than 17 states. It is time we get the respect we deserve when it comes to
transportation funds.
The $30 billion plus for our entire metropolitan region is gobbled up by the Second Avenue Subway, the Seventh Avenue
Subway, a now defunct proposal to build a rail tunnel from New Jersey to Brooklyn, and the East Side access tunnel to
Grand Central. While the latter project will provide a benefit to some Long Island commuters, it’s hard to say that many
Islanders will see much direct benefits in their lives from these new subways.
Meanwhile it will be years before we can think about getting the $200 million we need for a third lane on the Sagtikos
Parkway or perhaps decades for the funds we will need for Nicolls Road or the Nassau Hub.
New York City’s eight million people get $30 billion. Couldn’t we make a legitimate claim that our region deserves a
proportionate amount of approximately $10 billion. But let’s not get greedy -- say we’ll compromise for five. Can you imagine
the shot in the arm that would give to Long Island?
A separate MPO for Long Island will put more people to work, improve our mass transit systems and relieve traffic
congestion. It’s long overdue.
Steve Levy is President of Common Sense Strategies, a political and business consulting from. He served as Suffolk County
Executive 2004-2011, and as a NYS Assemblyman.

The New Transportation
Construction
Advocate TM App
A new mobile app, “Transportation Construction Advocate”™, rolled
out by the American Road & Transportation Builders Association
(ARTBA) to help the public and private sectors of the U.S. transportation
construction industry and other interested stakeholders communicate
easily with members of Congress about the importance of infrastructure
investment to the U.S. economy. It puts all the information you need for
your upcoming legislative meetings at your fingertips.
The app contains a menu of options, including: talking points about the
Highway Trust Fund, facts and statistics containing basic information
about the size and condition of a state’s transportation network, a
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directory of all members of the House and Senate, a short video featuring industry executives explaining why it is important
to meet with members of Congress, a feedback section to report how meetings with members of Congress went, and
a take action feature that can notify users of upcoming congressional votes in order to facilitate grassroots action via
smartphones.
The app can be downloaded on either iPhones or Androids. To download, type in “Trans Con Advocate” in the app search
feature on your phone.

LI Reconstruction & Resilience Symposium
Long Island Section of the

&
Long Island Regional Planning Council

LONG ISLAND RECONSTRUCTION & RESILIENCE

LEARNING FROM OTHER STATES AND THE EUROPEANS
A symposium

for Long Island elected officials, municipal staff, community leaders, planners, engineers, architects

Thursday, September 12, 2013, 12 PM -5 PM
Allegria Hotel on the Boardwalk, City of Long Beach

Other states and countries have developed innovative solutions to water management.
We will bring the experts from the Netherlands, our neighboring states and the Gulf to keep the dialogue
that will help us meet the challenges of climate change.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Three corporate sponsorship levels are available:
•
Platinum: $1,000 includes 5 tickets, company profile on our website, logo and company
name displayed on poster board during event, display table during the event.
•
Gold : $500 includes 2 tickets, company profile on our website, large logo and company
name displayed on poster board during event, display marketing materials at table before the event.

•
Silver: $250 includes 1 tickets, logo displayed on our website and company name displayed
on poster board during event
To sponsor this event, please send information to keiseman@nelsonpopevoorhis.com and mail a
check payable to “LI Section” to:
Kathryn Eiseman, LI Section Treasurer, NPV, 572 Walt Whitman Rd, Melville, NY 11747

Please check www.apalongisland.org for online payment and last minute information or changes.
Tickets: $25-student, $35-APA, $45-Non-APA, $60-Walk-ins

The Suffolk County Village Officials Association invites LICA members to attend
the Long Island Reconstruction and Resilience Symposium for Long Island elected
officials, municipal staff, community leaders, planners, engineers and architects on
Thursday, September 12th from 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Allegria Hotel in Long
Beach.
The symposium, presented by the American Planning Association NY Metro
Chapter Long Island Section and the LI Regional Planning Council, will bring
in experts from the Netherlands, our neighboring states and the Gulf Coast to keep
the dialogue going that will help the region and our industry meet the challenges of
climate change and learn about innovative and effective solutions to the many issues
that became so apparent during Superstorm Sandy.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. Click here for additional information and
to RSVP.

Congressman Bishop Scheduled as Guest
Speaker at September LIMBA Breakfast
The Long Island Metro Business Action (LIMBA) is hosting a breakfast meeting featuring guest speaker Congressman
Tim Bishop on Friday, September 13th from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at the Clarion Hotel in Ronkonkoma.
The event, sponsored by LICA member Dvirka & Bartilucci Engineers & Architects
PC, will focus on transportation issues and other important topics including the large
improvement to rail freight access.
To register online for this event, click here or call 631-757-1698. The event is $15 for
LIMBA members and $25 for non-members. For more information about LIMBA, please click here.
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NYSDOT Issues RFQs for Two
Major LI Design/Build Projects
The NYSDOT has issued Requests for Quotation (RFQ) for two major Long Island Design/
Build projects – one for the construction of Carl’s Straight Path Bridge over I-495 located
in the Town of Huntington and the other for NYS Route 347 from Mount Pleasant Road to
Terry Road in Suffolk County.
The bid due date for the construction of the Carl’s Straight Path Bridge over I-495 is set for Monday, September 16th.
The project will potentially include but it is not limited to bridge construction (replacement), new approach slabs, increased
vertical clearance under the structure, widening of current structure to accommodate a center turn lane, approach roadway
work to the bridge, utility relocation, signage and pavement markings and landscaping. For more information from the DOT
website on this specific project, please click here.
The bid due date for the reconstruction of NY 347 Mount Pleasant Road to Terry Road (NY347 DB Phase 2) is scheduled
for Wednesday, October 2nd. The project will include but it is not limited to roadway, sidewalk and shared use path
construction; noise barrier construction; signage and pavement markings; utility relocations; drainage; and landscape to
meet aesthetic requirements. For more information from the DOT website on this specific project, please click here.
If you are interested in submitting a bid on either of these projects and you have not yet collaborated with a design
engineering firm for this effort, LICA Executive Marc Herbst can provide you with contacts at several firms that had asked
to partner with contractors on these projects. Please contact him at mherbst@licanys.org or 516-231-LICA (5422).

Temporary Concrete
Barriers Available for
Purchase
LICA member Kiska Construction Inc. is working on
demobilizing from nine bridge projects and advises LICA
members that 200 pieces of temporary concrete barrier are
available for purchase. The barriers, located on the Long
Island Expressway (LIE) between exit 65 and 66, are 4000LF
and cost $8 per foot.
If you are interested in purchasing or require additional
information, please contact Andy Enax at 914-837-0123.
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CFMA to Host Breakfast & Panel Discussion
on September 17th
The Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) Long Island
Chapter invites LICA members to attend a breakfast and panel discussion on the
State of the Surety Industry on Tuesday, September 17, 2013 from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m. at the Huntington Hilton in Melville.
William Gary Morrissey, of Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., LLP will be the moderator and will be joined by panelists Mark
Agostinelli of Travelers Bond & Financial Products, Scott Bourdon of International Fidelity Insurance Co. and
Matt Curran of CNA Surety.
If you are interested in attending, please click here. If you have any questions, please call Debbie O’Rourke at
631-617-5150 or email her at debbie.cfma@gmail.com. To register online, please click here.

Show Your Support for CFK!
Feeling charitable? Show your support for Contractors for Kids (CFK) by attending one of the
two events they have scheduled this September!
CFK is kicking off September with their 8th Annual Family Fun Day & Picnic on this Saturday,
September 7th from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Southaven County Park-Upper Level.
Bring your family and friends and have your corporate picnic with CFK! They supply all the food,
beverages and fun, you supply the people. Games, rides and live music! Corporate Sponsorships
are available. Click here for more information.
Tuesday, September 24th from 6:30 to 11:00pm join CFK at their inaugural Pace’s “Stakes” – A Night at the Races to
Benefit CFK at Pace’s Steakhouse, 325 Nesconset Highway in Hauppauge. Limited seating is available. The cost to reserve
a table of 8 people is $250 and $150 for walk-ins. Price includes food and drinks. Sponsorship of a horse for $1,200
includes signage on horse and name on special edition t-shirts.
Reserve your spot today by calling Committee Chair Joe Tantillo at 1-888-208-5437 or email
cfk@contractorsforkids.org. For more information, click here.

Labor Day Holiday Schedule
Click here to view LICA and the GCA’s holiday schedule.

(Bid Results on next page)
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
8/20/13

Project Name
Incident Management Phase IV Various Roadways

Owner
County of Nassau Office of Public Works

Contractor
Commander Electric, Inc.
Welsbach Electric of Long Island
Eldor Contracting
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.

8/20/13

Bay Park STP & Cedar Creek WPCP Odor Control Facility Improv

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mechanical
Picone/Skanska/Eldor JV
Posillico Civil Inc.
Silverite Construction Co.

$

24,767,700
26,544,000
27,730,820
34,990,000

8/20/13

Dock Place & Southland Drive Pump Station Reconstruction

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mechanical
Bensin Contracting Inc.
Philip Ross Industries Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp
Heritage Mechanical Services
Mace Contracting Corp.

$

892,200
934,000
943,000
985,000
1,149,000
1,837,000

8/20/13

Nassau Avenue Road Improvement

Inc. Village Of Freeport-Purchasing

Pratt Brothers Inc.
Araz Industries
J Anthony Enterprises
PSL Industries, Inc.
Allen Industries Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.

$

1,616,335
1,697,236
1,766,971
1,779,797
1,866,908
1,936,330

8/20/13

Bay Park STP Sludge Thickening Facility Improvements

ounty of Nassau Office of Public Works

Mace Contracting Corp.
Primer Construction Corp.
Posillico Civil Inc.
RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mechanical
Picone/Skanska/Eldor JV
Crescent Contracting Corp.
Silverite Construction Co.

$

11,937,000
12,435,000
14,773,600
14,878,800
17,280,000
19,850,000
19,990,000

8/21/13

Capital Improvements Boyle Rd & JFK Middle School

Comsewogue Union Free School District

Saracino Construction
H & A Landscape of Long Island
D F Stone Contracting
Gatz Landscaping Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint

$

32,700
42,740
51,647
54,149
59,990
80,808

8/21/13

Repl Pumps @ Landing Rd & Steamboat Landing Rd Pump Stations

Oyster Bay Sewer District

Amma Construction Corporation
Bensin Contracting Inc.
Philip Ross Industries Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp
Atlantic Wells Inc.

$

110,000
123,100
125,000
125,108
131,200

8/22/13

Suffolk County Sewer District #5 - Strathmore

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

G & M Earth Moving Inc
Bancker Construction Corp
Bove Industries
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.

$

731,600
768,000
1,066,000
1,253,558

8/23/13

Replace Approx 90 Lead Water Services

Village of Williston Park

Orchid Sewer & Water Contracting
Bancker Construction Corp

$

108,150
159,385

8/28/13

Redesign & Reconstruct Parking Lot @ Forest City Park

Town of Hempstead

Landtek Group Inc.
G & M Earth Moving Inc
Laser Industries Inc.
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Araz Industries
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Saracino Construction
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Olson's Creative Landscaping

$

406,931
428,530
437,170
458,332
472,540
479,450
503,296
510,050
808,355

8/28/13

2013 Roadway Improvements

Inc Village Of Lynbrook Village Hall

Allen Industries Inc.
Reet Construction Corp.
Araz Industries

$

743,208
779,557
1,026,360

8/29/13

Streetlighting & Electrical Work

Town Of Huntington Purchasing Dept.

Ankers Electrical Service Inc.
Welsbach Electric of Long Island
Johnson Electrical Construction
Palace Electrical Contractors Inc.

$

763,766
792,455
835,895
867,070

$

Bid Amount
1,285,500
1,442,200
1,458,003
1,695,753

