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LICA Wants Answers
on Why Nassau
County Failed to Pass
2011 Capital Plan
With half the year gone and no Nassau County capital plan passed, the
Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) and fellow members of the
transportation and heavy construction industry are moving to hold officials
responsible for failing their fiduciary responsibility to the taxpayer.
“We have learned this much over time. Silence in the face
of governmental paralysis is destructive to the future of
the region, our public infrastructure and our industry. It
is inconceivable to us that with a sustained economic
crisis threatening our collective welfare, the men and
women of the Nassau County Legislature can’t put their
differences aside for the greater good of the County,”
said Marc Herbst, executive director of LICA. “The
county has failed to complete its 2010 program and
they’ve let half the year pass by before they’ve even adopted
the 2011 plan. We will not be silent in the face of this policy of paralysis. We will insist
on action so that the taxpayer’s biggest investment, our infrastructure, is protected
and we put the men and women of Long Island back to work.”
Two separate Capital Program Bond Ordinances were presented, and failed to
obtain approval, at the May 24th Nassau County Legislature meeting. The first
item was the Sewer and Stormwater Improvements plan, and the second item
was for the remaining General Capital Improvement plan which includes annual
infrastructure maintenance and improvements throughout the county. Bonding
for both capital plan programs, Sewer and General, was voted down by all eight
members of the Nassau County Legislature’s Minority delegation.
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Progress Petrified by Politics …
Insisting on an explanation from both parties, LICA asked the Nassau County Legislature to
respond directly to LICA members and explain why they failed to pass this year’s 2011 capital
plan. After reading the two letters from the Republican Majority and the Democratic
Minority, Herbst reacted, “Politics as usual was the business of the day, triumphing over the
opportunity to put local residents back to work and infuse critically needed capital funding into
the local economy.”
According to the Republican Majority Leader and Presiding Officer Peter Schmitt, the
Democratic Minority Legislators held the Sewer Plan hostage while trying to add $8 million to
the General Plan for pet projects in their areas.
Republican Majority Leader

Schmitt stated, “In an effort to prevent the capital program from coming to a grinding
and Presiding Officer Peter Schmitt
halt, I offered the minority members the option to separately approve the Sewer Plan and
table the General Plan for further negotiation. Despite the deplorable conditions of the Bay Park and Cedar Creek sewer
plants, the minority legislators stubbornly refused to cooperate and chose not to approve the Sewer Plan. This spiteful act
could have a devastating impact on our waterways, on our environment and on Nassau residents, particularly on the South
Shore.”
The Democratic Minority countered, telling LICA members that they insisted on a face-to-face meeting before the May
24th vote with County Executive Ed Mangano and Presiding Officer Peter Schmitt that would hopefully eliminate
misconceptions, answer questions, and develop a working partnership to get the plan enacted and projects initiated.
Democratic Minority Leader Diane Yatauro stated that, “Instead of a cooperative
relationship, the Republican majority met secretly to plot their own strategy. Any suggestions
for worthy construction plans made by the Democratic Caucus were dismissed in favor of
Republican lawmakers’ pet projects.”
Yatauro went on to explain that the Democrats’ decision to vote no for this year’s 2011 Capital
Plan was “to demonstrate [their] distress at the Republicans’ arrogance and greed…” Yatauro
also stressed that this decision was made only after they confirmed that NIFA had recently
authorized $121 million in bonding which includes $60-$70 million for capital projects, giving
them about 6-8 months to work out the details on the delayed Capital Budget.
Democratic Minority Leader
Diane Yatauro

To view the full letter from the Republican Majority click here.
To view the full letter from the Democratic Minority click here.
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LICA Continues to Advocate for Senator Fuschillo’s
Innovative Infrastructure Development Act
New York State Senator Charles Fuschillo, Chairman of the Senate
Transportation Committee, has announced that his committee has approved
his legislation allowing New York State to utilize public-private partnerships (P3s)
to finance transportation infrastructure projects. The Innovative Infrastructure
Development Act (S5445) would help create jobs and help address the State’s
growing infrastructure crisis by allowing state agencies to utilize public-private
partnerships in the development and construction of transportation and
infrastructure projects.
This bill would give much-needed flexibility to state agencies and provide
additional avenues for financing at a time when the state budget is strained and
public funding for construction is difficult to come by. By utilizing public-private partnerships, New York State can leverage its
limited funds while tapping into private resources that currently sit idle.
In response to the approval, Senator Fuschillo stated, “Public-private partnerships are a tool used by governments around the
world to build and rebuild their infrastructure. This same tool can help New York State upgrade its infrastructure, create jobs,
and solve a crisis that cannot be fixed through current funding sources alone. I’m pleased that the Committee has approved
this legislation and am hopeful it will soon be passed by the full Senate.”
The advantage of a public-private partnership is the ability to build large-scale public works without requiring the public
to finance them through taxes or bonds. This financing mechanism allows a project to be built in collaboration between
a government and private entity, such as a corporation. Typically, the corporation provides the financing to build a public
improvement and maintains temporary ownership and responsibility for the project along with all revenues generated by it
through vehicular use, as in a public authority. When the bonds issued by the P3 are paid off, ownership of the improvement
transfers to the public, which maintains it in perpetuity.
As our roads and bridges continue to crumble, it has been estimated that New York State’s infrastructure needs are in the
hundreds of billions of dollars.

Farino speaks to the hard dollars required to fix NY
“Without new funding sources, New York will be unable to maintain the infrastructure which drives its economy, and unable to
undertake the construction projects which put its citizens to work. By teaming with other entities, state agencies can deliver
projects in a timely and efficient manner using all available resources,” said LICA’s Secretary-Treasurer Paul Farino of Kings
Park Industries, Inc. “Public-private partnerships must be part of any comprehensive strategy to maintain and expand New York
State’s aging transportation infrastructure and for these reasons, LICA supports the Innovative Infrastructure Development Act.”
After holding a hearing to examine the use of P3s in New York State, the Committee approved the legislation. Experts from
government agencies, the private sector, non-profit organizations, and labor and trade organizations offered their input on
how public-private partnerships could be utilized in New York State.
The legislation now goes to the Senate Finance Committee.
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LILAC Hosts Long Island Infrastructure Symposium
The road ahead – New paths for infrastructure and high paying jobs for Long Island
Seeking to move our region’s agenda on infrastructure forward, the Long Island Labor Advisory Council (LILAC)
held a symposium on the future of infrastructure funding on Long Island and how to ensure that a new generation of
Long Islanders find high paying jobs and ample career opportunities. In particular, the speakers focused on the creation
of a regional infrastructure bank to fund projects on Long Island.
LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst moderated a panel discussion consisting of Long Island contractors, business
leaders and union leaders discussing the need for, and obstacles to, development on Long Island. The panel featured
LICA Board Members Grant Hendricks, Jr. of BIMASCO, Inc., Paul Posillico of Posillico, and Steve Barnett of
the Operating Engineers Local 138.
Hendricks addressed the challenges faced by middle class workers on Long Island and the urgent need to find new ways
to fund infrastructure projects. “Funding is down, work hours are down, unemployment is up. It all comes down to dollars
and cents, and an infrastructure bank would allow us to tap those dollars that have
been sitting on the sidelines.”
Posillico agreed stating, “Funding levels in the region are the lowest in decades,
unemployment remains around 30%, and infrastructure continues to deteriorate.
The money simply is not there, and it’s not going to be there. We need to
innovate to fund projects going forward, and an infrastructure bank is one more innovative tool.”
Posillico emphasized the hidden costs that are incurred when infrastructure investments are not made. “When our roads
are in poor condition, you pay for it in repairs, wear and tear, and lost time. This is the hidden tax that most people
don’t see. We’re paying for our poor roads one way or another.”
Hendricks noted, “the do nothing approach will be far more costly in the long run than the cost of investing in our roads
now. If you don’t make the small investment in road maintenance, you’re going to have to make a huge investment in
reconstruction down the road. We simply can’t afford to do nothing.”
Both panelists stressed the need to invest in sewer and water infrastructure to spur development and bring companies
and jobs to Long Island. Other topics included the successes and challenges of infrastructure banks in other parts of
the country, the condition of New York’s transportation system and the misuse of its Dedicated Highway Trust Fund on
non-capital purposes, the obstacles faced in Washington in addressing Long Island’s infrastructure needs, and ERISA
issues that Taft-Hartley funds face when investing in infrastructure.
Yesterday’s speakers also included House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Member, Congressman
Tim Bishop; Executive Director of the California I-Bank, Stanton Hazelroth; Senior Fellow at NYU’s Institute
for Public Knowledge, Michael Likosky; NYS Deputy Comptroller for Budget and Policy Analysis, Thomas
Nitido; and Robert M. Archer, Esq. of Archer, Byington, Glennon & Levine, LLP.
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LICA to Host Breakfast Fundraiser for
Congressman Bishop
Reaffirming its support for one of infrastructure’s
most articulate allies, the Long Island Contractors’
Association (LICA) is hosting a breakfast with
Congressman Tim Bishop, member of the
House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, on Monday June 13th from 8:00
– 9:30 am at the Stonebridge Country Club in
Hauppauge.

Members, supporters and partners of the Long Island Contractors’ Association
(LICA) showed their support last year at LICA’s political rally endorsing
Congressman Bishop for reelection.

Congressman Bishop is the only Long Island
representative to serve on the House Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure. Earning the
reputation as one of the panel’s hardest working
and most engaged members, he has consistently
fought for Long Island’s fair share of infrastructure
dollars.

The strength of leadership
“As an industry, as a region and as a state we are faced with an extraordinary crisis. Tim Bishop has picked up the burden
of being the region’s champion for federal funds that will literally protect our future, with dollars earmarked for roads, bridges,
water systems and more,” said LICA Chairman James Pratt, III of Pratt Brothers, Inc. “At a time when a crushing
recession has teamed up with indifferent political leadership, it is imperative to support the one public official who has
demonstrated the courage and capability to stand up and speak out forcefully on behalf of all of us.”
Among the issues Congressman Bishop is focused on are his insistence that federal funds awarded to state and local
government are used promptly and that local union labor benefits from awarded projects.
Suggested donations of $500 made payable to Tim Bishop for Congress are encouraged. Please note that federal regulations
prohibit candidates from accepting corporate donations and, therefore, we recommend that donations be offered through
personal checks.
If you are interested in attending, please click here to view the invitation and email your response to info@licanys.org or
call (631) 231-5422.
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LICA Members Honored among LIBN’s 2011
Most Influential Women in Business
The Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) would like to congratulate LICA members Pia
E. Riverso of Rivkin Radler LLP, Katherine Connors, CFP of AVZ Wealth Management
LLC and Donnalynn Darling of Meyer, Suozzi, English & Klein, P.C. for being recognized by Long
Island Business News (LIBN) among the “Top 50 Most Influential Women in Business of 2011.”
Launched in 2000, the Top 50 Most Influential Women in Business program has recognized the
Island’s top women professionals for business acumen, mentoring and community involvement. The
program’s honorees are selected by a judging committee and receive a unique crystal memento at
the elegant dinner attended by more than 600 of the Island’s top business leaders; and represent
the most influential women in business, government and the not-for-profit fields. Third-time recipients of the Top 50 Award are
retired to The Hall of Fame and their crystal award reflects this prestigious honor.
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst observed, “Being recognized among the top most influential women of 2011 reflects a
high standard of business excellence. Our organization is honored to be able to congratulate Pia Riverso, Katherine Connors
and Donnalynn Darling for their well deserved recognition.”
To view the full list of honorees click here.

Spots Filling up Fast for LICA’s 2011
Annual Golf Outing!
Save the Date
Monday, July 18, 2011

Nothing beats a game of golf for networking and business development ... except a relaxing
game of golf played among friends and colleagues who share a common interest.
That’s why you should attend the Long Island Contractors’ Association’s 2011 Annual Golf
Outing, to be held on Monday, July 18th at the beautiful Huntington Crescent Club (host) and
the Huntington Country Club right here on Long Island.
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Golf Outing

Huntington Country Club
Huntington

150 Motor Parkway, Suite 307 • Hauppauge, N.Y. 11788-5145
Tel: 631.231.LICA (5422) • Fax: 631.231.4291

Click here for the
golf brochure
Come join us as, together, we advance the goals of Long Island’s highway and infrastructure
professionals. Spend the day enjoying a challenging round of golf, fun skills competitions, a
delicious dinner, and, of course, the camaraderie of those who support the Long Island Contractors’ Association.
Sponsorships and donations are greatly appreciated as this is the only fundraiser for our association. LICA is a not-for-profit
organization and we need your help to continue to serve you and our industry throughout the years to come.
Click here to view our golf brochure. July 1st is the deadline to RSVP, so be sure to make your reservation as soon as
possible if you have a golf course preference. Please fax your reply to Assistant to Executive Director Josephine Magee
at 631-231-4291 or email her at jmagee@licanys.org.
Bid Results on next page
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Bid Results
5/23/11

Project Name
Atlantic Beach Bridge Electrical & Mechanical Rehab

Owner
Nassau County Bridge Authority

Contractor
Posillico Civil, Inc.
Tully Construction Co.
Koch Skanska, Inc.
John P. Picone
Kiewit Constructors, Inc.

Bid Amount
$
8,896,665
9,685,780
9,981,242
10,531,315
10,956,000

5/23/11

Fuel Tank Replacement @ Walt Whitman High School

South Huntington Union Free School District

Fenley & Nicol Co., Inc.
Gemstar Construction
American Environmental Assessment Corp.
RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mech
Aventura Construction Services
G Construction Enterprises, LLC
The Tyree Company
J. Barwick
UTB United Technology, Inc.

$

198,400
211,575
212,350
217,800
229,400
231,300
232,762
239,500
297,800

5/23/11

Fuel Tank Replacement @ Countrywood Primary Ctr

South Huntington Union Free School District

American Environmental Assessment Corp.
Fenley & Nicol Co., Inc.
J. Barwick
Gemstar Construction
RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mech
G Construction Enterprises, LLC
Aventura Construction Services
The Tyree Company
UTB United Technology, Inc.

$

157,150
162,550
180,500
186,575
198,300
208,300
217,400
224,764
293,800

5/24/11

Grant Park Improvements

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

Landtek Group, Inc.
Laser Industries, Inc.
Bimasco, Inc.
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
William A. Gross Construction

$

2,396,705
2,411,000
2,877,777
3,079,791
3,187,728

5/24/11

Install Water Mains & Appurtenances

Bethpage Water District

Bancker Construction Corp
Condos Brothers Construction
Roy Wanser, Inc.
Merrick Utility Associates, Inc.

$

77,750
83,425
87,988
101,100

5/27/11

New Fire Hydrant/Paving @ Albert G. Prodell Mid School
Base Bid-GC-1

Shoreham-Wading River Central School District

Rosemar Construction
Corazzini Asphalt
D F Stone Contracting
Carter-Melence
Fasco Asphalt Paving
Suffolk Paving Corp
Delalio Southfork Asphalt
KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint
Bancker Construction Corp.

$

197,900
217,085
222,662
228,000
261,000
269,000
288,800
348,448
358,000

Fasco Asphalt Paving
KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint
Rosemar Construction
D F Stone Contracting
Corazzini Asphalt
Suffolk Paving Corp
Carter-Melence
Delalio Southfork Asphalt
Bancker Construction Corp.

$

19,000
20,150
23,500
24,150
27,570
29,999
37,000
38,603
59,400

Add Alt. #1

5/31/11

Rebid-Traffic Signal Expansion, Phase VII

County of Nassau Office of Public Works

Commander Electric, Inc.
Eldor Contracting
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Johnson Electrical Construction
Welsbach Electric of Long Island

$

8,267,131
8,397,000
8,675,296
9,151,365
9,392,200

5/31/11

New York Ave Traffic Calming & Pedestrian Enhancements

Town Of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Norman Kurrass Contractor, Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
North Star Concrete Construction
Araz Industries
Carter-Melence
KPI/Kings Park Industries, Inc.
D F Stone Contracting
CAC Contracting Corp.
Superior Site Construction Services
Bove Industries

$

516,742
530,990
560,796
572,000
601,451
648,460
650,952
651,625
734,985
743,000

6/2/11

Safety & Pavement Standby

New York State Department Of Transportation

United Fence & Guard Rail

$

3,968,430

Newborn Construction, Inc.
El Sol Contracting
Posillico Civil, Inc.
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Grace Industries LLC
6/2/11

Traffic Signal Preemption Control System

Town Of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Commander Electric, Inc.
Eldor Traffic Signal Contracting Corp.
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4,065,123
4,120,150
4,162,390
4,360,800
4,973,900
$

1,817,160
2,218,614
2,534,782
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