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LICA Joins Partner Organizations
in Welcoming Two of Long
Island’s Proven Advocates
Because Long Island’s economy needs strong advocates, The Long Island
Contractors’ Association (LICA) in conjunction with the Association for a Better
Long Island (ABLI), Long Island Builders Institute (LIBI), Long Island Farm Bureau
and the Oil Heat Institute of Long Island recently gathered to welcome Town of Islip
Supervisor Tom Croci and Nassau County Legislator Michael Venditto who are
both currently running for the New York State Senate. The event, which was hosted by
Mr. Edward Blumenfeld of BDG, Ltd., provided an excellent networking opportunity for
those who build the region’s infrastructure and strengthen Long Island’s ability to create
jobs and new investment.
“With election day fast approaching, LICA is encouraging all its members, employees,
family and friends to go to the polls on Tuesday, November 4th, to vote for proinfrastructure candidates who will genuinely work for the future of Long Island,” stated
LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst. “Both of these men have shown our industry
tremendous support and will be excellent additions to the New York State Senate.”
(Continued on next page)
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After graduating The New York
Law School and completing legal
internships with The New York County
District Attorney’s Office, Office
of Special Narcotics, Supervisor
Croci was accepted to Navy Officer
Candidate School, Pensacola, Florida.
After receiving his commission, Tom
spent more than eight years on active
duty, earning the rank of Lieutenant
Commander; and later the rank of
Commander in 2013. Commander
Croci culminated his active duty
service as Senior Duty Officer in
the White House Situation Room,
National Security Council (2005-2007),
Executive Office of the President,
where he directly supported the
President and National Security Advisor
during countless homeland and
international crises.
Upon transitioning from active duty
in 2007, Tom was appointed to the
Homeland Security Council Staff by
President Bush where he served until
the end of the administration as the
Deputy Executive Secretary of the
Homeland Security Council. He was
requested to remain on the Presidential
Transition Team by President Obama’s
administration. Shortly after the
2009 Presidential Inauguration,
LCDR Croci was mobilized to active
duty from the White House Staff
and trained and deployed as an
Intelligence Officer with a Navy SEAL
team supporting Operation Enduring
Freedom- Afghanistan. Croci was
mobilized again to active duty in 2013
as a Commander with the U.S. Navy
Reserves. Tom grew up in Bohemia,
and now resides in Sayville.
Legislator Venditto was first elected
Nassau Legislator in November 2012
and was re-elected in 2013 by a wide
(Continued on next page)

Legislator Venditto meets with (l to r) LICA member Chuck Forte of
Posillico and LICA board member John Lizza of Intercounty Paving LLC.

Islip Town Supervisor Tom Croci addresses a joint business meeting where he is joined by Nassau
County Legislator Michael Venditto and State Senator John Flanagan regarding key economic issues
facing the region including the need to invest in public infrastructure to protect the region’s future.

Legislator Venditto thanks LICA board member Peter Scalamandre
of Peter Scalamandre & Sons, Inc. for his support.
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margin. Venditto attended Hofstra
University where he received his
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science.
He also has a law degree from St.
John’s University School of Law and is
licensed to practice law in the State of
New York. Prior to joining the Nassau
County Legislature, Venditto served as
a Deputy Town Attorney for the Town
of Hempstead, as well as Counsel
to the Hempstead Town Board.
Legislator Venditto lives in Massapequa
with his wife.

LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst addresses Islip Town Supervisor Tom Croci

Governor Cuomo Shocks Industry by
Setting Highest MWBE State Contracting
Goal in the Nation
New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo dropped a campaign season bombshell earlier this month,
announcing that New York State has set a new goal of awarding 30 percent of State contracts to
Minority and Women Owned Businesses (MWBEs), now the highest goal in the nation.
His announcement, which provided no details on how this new goal must be implemented, shocked
the industry, which in the past has had a fairly open dialogue with the Governor regarding issues and
concerns that directly relate to the heavy construction and transportation trades.
The Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) will continue to monitor this decision and will keep
our members up to date with the information they need to remain compliant; but Executive Director Marc Herbst observed,
“The issue isn’t about welcoming additional MWBEs, the issue is creating a standard without comment, input, analysis
and insight from the very industry that is being asked to implement these new standards. The timing leaves us with more
questions than there are answers and that isn’t good for the industry that builds New York or the minority and women
owned businesses that should benefit from these goals.”
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Real Estate Pros Hear
from LICA Re: Pothole Politics
Associate members of the Association for a Better Long Island (ABLI) heard from LICA regarding
the role of politics and potholes during a recent roundtable on the future funding of infrastructure
on the island.
LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst told the group that a recent poll by LICA revealed that road and highway conditions
are an overwhelming concern among Long Island residents with the issue crossing political, geographic and demographic
lines. “Voters told a national polling company that they will vote based on who invests dollars in our roads. If a candidate is
labeled as anti-infrastructure he places himself at risk.”
Herbst said LICA intends to launch a campaign that uses its political intelligence data to carry that message to towns across
the region and invited ABLI to amplify that message to its various constituencies.
The ABLI represents $15 billion in commercial, industrial, retail and residential real estate.

Lynn Barker Named LICA’s Manager of
Marketing, Research & Analytics
The Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) is pleased to announce the appointment of Lynn Barker
as LICA’s Manager of Marketing, Research & Analytics.
Barker will serve to further enhance LICA’s industry advocacy program. In addition to helping design,
develop and implement new marketing strategies, Lynn will also provide additional market research and
analysis support. Prior to joining LICA, Lynn managed her own marketing firm in Huntington, NY for over
13 years. As a certified New York State Women-Owned Business, her firm served clients ranging from start-ups and nonprofits to the Fortune 500. Barker holds an Associate Degree in Business Administration from Nassau County Community
College. She resides in Syosset with her husband and daughter.
“Lynn brings outstanding creativity, intellect and drive that will prove beneficial in advocating the goals and mission of LICA
and its members,” stated LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst.

November Election Results Will
Shape Highway Trust Fund Debate
By Dave Bauer of the ARTBA
With less than a month before the 2014 elections, a variety of competing narratives are being used to define the choices
voters will make November 4. As has been the case since 2010, some claim 2014 will be a referendum on President
Obama. Others focus on the nip-and-tuck battle for control of the Senate—where Republicans have a good chance to
(Continued on next page)
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pick up six currently held Democratic seats
to earn a 51-49 majority. Another popular
debate is whether the 2014 elections will
reflect a national theme or be decided on
the merits of individual candidates and local
issues. Regardless of the lens used to view this
fundamental hallmark of democracy, members
of the transportation construction industry
should not overlook how the outcome of the
2014 elections will affect the future of the
federal transportation programs and, in turn,
their businesses and operations.
The Highway Trust Fund (HTF), which supports
the vast majority of federal highway and transit
investment, has faced five revenue shortfalls in
the last seven years, with the next crisis looming
in May 2015. The federal motor fuels tax has not
been raised since 1993, and revenues flowing
into the trust fund can no longer maintain existing
levels of highway and public transportation
investment. A new surface transportation bill
was scheduled for action in 2014, but any path
forward for a long-term authorization of the
highway and transit programs is directly linked to
the decisions members of Congress must make
regarding the ongoing struggles of the HTF.

Elections Matter
The individuals elected to the House and Senate November 4 will have more on their transportation plate, however, than
just the HTF. The federal aviation programs are due for reauthorization in 2016, and airport infrastructure investment
has played second fiddle to operational issues in recent years. The 2012 aviation bill cut investment in the Airport
Improvement Program. Furthermore, Congress continues to constrain the ability of airports to raise needed infrastructure
resources by failing to raise the limit for the passenger facility charge. The 470 members of the House and Senate
elected in 2014 will play a major role in deciding how these challenges are resolved. The best way to make sure
members of Congress make the right decision when it comes to federal transportation policy and investment issues is
to make sure the right individuals are elected to Congress. The trick, unfortunately, is finding out what candidates think
about these issues before the election.
As important as transportation is to every American’s daily existence and the health of the U.S. economy, it is more of a
governing area than a political one. Campaigns—and candidates—by their nature focus on hot-button issues or topics,
which help draw a distinction with their opponent. That is one reason why transportation issues infrequently come up during
debates or in the campaign ads currently flooding the airwaves.
That does not mean, however, the men and women who are running for the House and Senate are blank slates when
it comes to transportation issues. Many candidate websites include issue pages you can search for statements about
(Continued on next page)
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transportation or infrastructure. If a page does not specifically list transportation, infrastructure references can often be found
in sections devoted to job creation or the economy. If a candidate’s website is completely silent on transportation issues, that
omission at the very least raises a question about where transportation falls on that individual’s priority list.

Transportation Record
The record of sitting members of Congress or state and local officials running for Congress is also a great resource to
determine the type of positions candidates would take on transportation issues if elected. The ARTBA staff can help provide
you with the details of how your congressional delegation has voted on key issues in recent years. Similarly, ARTBA-affiliated
state contractor organizations are a good place to get the transportation backgrounds of state legislators, governors, and
other local leaders.
However, the best way to find out how candidates will vote on transportation issues if elected to Congress is to talk to
them. With just a few weeks left, the men and women seeking House and Senate seats this year are on the campaign trail
full time. Invite candidates to visit your facilities, talk to your employees, or meet with a group of other business leaders.
In addition to being able to ask about transportation issues, these interactions provide you a one-of-a-kind opportunity to
educate and influence prospective members of Congress. If you are unable to meet with a candidate, calling their campaign
office (or Washington, D.C. office for current members of Congress) to speak with an aide about transportation issues is also
a good approach. Very few campaign organizations—at least good ones—will pass up an opportunity to talk with a potential
supporter.

Highway Trust Fund Talking Points
Start off by telling them your name, your company name, where it is located, the number of people employed, and what
projects your company is working on in their area. Then tell them:
• Over the past 10 years, on average, the federal highway program has provided 52 cents of every $1 dollar invested by
state DOTs in highway and bridge capital improvements.
• The source of that money, the federal Highway Trust Fund, is operating on a revenue stream that has not been adjusted in
more than two decades.
• As a result, the trust fund has suffered five revenue shortfalls in the last seven years.
• Congress needs to enact a long-term, sustainable revenue solution for the Highway Trust Fund before the next solvency
crisis in early 2015.
• In sum, it’s time for Congress to enact a permanent fix for the Highway Trust Fund!
The federal transportation programs face serious challenges. The decisions that are made in the next two years about
the future of federal transportation investment will impact every member of the transportation construction industry and all
American businesses that need to move people, products, and supplies. The 2014 elections offer the chance to ensure
the individuals who will be making these choices recognize the importance of a robust and reliable federal role in delivering
transportation improvements. Conversely, it is also an opportunity to make sure your state or community does not send
opponents of federal transportation investment to Washington, D.C. Hockey great Wayne Gretzky once said, “You miss 100
percent of the shots you don’t take.” If you are willing to take the shot, the 2014 elections are an important opportunity to
permanently stabilize the Highway Trust Fund and advance other pro-transportation policies.
Dave Bauer is American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) Senior Vice President of
Government Relations: dbauer@artba.org.

6

7

October 14, 2014

CFMA Hosts Breakfast Discussion
Regarding “Construction
Sales Tax Update”
The Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) is hosting a
breakfast discussion on the “Construction Sales Tax Update” on Thursday, October
23 from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the Huntington Hilton in Melville. The discussion, presented by Mark Stone, Managing
Partner of Sales Tax Defense LLC, includes topics such as capital improvements, repairs and maintenance and exempt
work.
CPE credits will be given to all who need them. Registration cost is $50 per attendee. Please click here to register online.
If you require any additional information, please contact Debbie O’Rourke by email at debbie.cfma@gmail.com or by
phone at 631.617.5150.

ARTBA Foundation Seeks Nominations
for the 2015 Transportation Development
“Hall of Fame” Class
Deadline is February 20; Induction April 13 in D.C.
The American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA)
Foundation is accepting nominations for the 2015 “Transportation Development
Hall of Fame.” The Hall honors individuals or families from the public and private
sectors who have made extraordinary contributions to U.S. transportation development or demonstrated exceptional
leadership over their lifetime.

Nominations are considered in two categories:
Transportation Design & Construction Industry Innovators: Honors the men and women who discovered or created a
“game changing” product or process that significantly advanced transportation design, construction and/or safety. It seeks to
honor the original innovator.
Transportation Design & Construction Industry Leaders (Individuals or Families): Recognizes men, women and
families who have made significant contributions – beyond just having successful businesses or careers – that have notably
helped advance the interests and image of the transportation design, construction and safety industry.
Anyone can nominate a candidate, and ARTBA membership is not required. Individuals can be living or inducted into the Hall
posthumously. The selection process is extremely competitive, and only a very limited number of individuals will be inducted.

(Continued on next page)
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A committee of judges that includes industry journalists will select the inductees. Two-thirds of the committee must vote in
favor of a nominee’s induction.
The class of 2014 and 2015 will be inducted at a special April 13 dinner during the ARTBA Federal Issues Program held in
Washington, D.C.
Click here to submit nominations online by February 20. If you require additional information, please contact ARTBA’s
Program Manager Kashae Williams at 202-289-4434 with questions.
Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2015, the ARTBA Foundation is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt entity to support research,
education and public awareness. It supports an array of initiatives, including educational scholarships, awards programs, a
national exhibition on transportation and a facility dedicated to improving safety in roadway construction zones.

CFMA Hosts 7th Annual
Dinner Gala to Support CFK
The Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) Long Island Chapter is hosting their 7th Annual Dinner Gala on
Thursday, November 13, 2014 from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the Crest Hollow Country Club in Woodbury.
The event, which honored LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst in 2010, will be honoring President of the Electric Star
Corp. Gary Segal as this year’s “Construction Executive of the Year.”
For more information on this event, please click here. If you are interested in attending this event, please RSVP to Debbie
O’Rourke by phone at 631.617.5150 or by email at debbie.cfma@gmail.org. Sponsorship opportunities are available.
All proceeds from this event are to benefit Contractors For Kids (CFK) which is a not-for-profit
organization founded to provide assistance to families in our communities. They assist children and
their families to overcome obstacles that have unfortunately impacted their lives through sickness,
injury or death. Whether it is to pay a phone bill or mortgage payment, pay out-of-pocket medical
bills deemed experimental or due to lack of insurance, arrange transportation or pay for temporary
housing to allow families to remain close during these tough times, or in heartbreaking cases
when a child does not survive illness and a family needs financial help with burial or funeral costs,
Contractors for Kids will be there.

Herbst Can Do - LI Canstruction® Selects
LICA Exec. as a Juror for its Charity Event
LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst has been selected as a juror for this year’s 2014 Annual Canstruction® Long Island to
be held on Thursday, October 23 at RXR Plaza in Uniondale.
Canstruction® Long Island is a unique charity event that features a design-build competition involving teams of architects,
engineers, contractors and students who design and build giant self-supporting structures made entirely of canned food.
(Continued on next page)
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After the structures are built, the creations go on
display to the public as a giant art exhibition. At the end
of the event, all food is donated to local hunger relief
organizations. Donations for Canstruction® Long Island
will be made to Long Island Cares and The Harry
Chapin Food Bank.
Recognized for their commitment to innovation, hunger relief and collaboration, their work has helped raise over 25 million
pounds of food since 1992. Canstruction events are held annually in over 150 cities around the world in North America,
Australia, South America, Europe and Asia.
To learn more about Canstruction® Long Island, click here.

Columbus Day Holiday Schedule
Click here to view the LICA/GCA Holiday Schedule.
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Bid Date
9/25/14

Project Name
Star Island Fender Pile Improvements

Owner
Town of East Hampton

Contractor
South Shore Dock Inc.
Atlantic Coast Dock Construction
Keith Grimes Inc.

9/25/14

West Lake Drive Fender Pile Improvements

Town of East Hampton

South Shore Dock Inc.
Keith Grimes Inc.
Atlantic Coast Dock Construction

$

97,300
112,845
125,575

9/26/14

2014 Roadway & Drainage Improvements Program

Inc. Village of East Hills

KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Tri State Paving LLC
John McGowan & Son
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
Posillico Civil Inc.

$

824,100
966,320
973,198
981,855
991,838
1,043,000
1,143,850

9/30/14

2014 Road Resurfacing

Inc. Village Of Freeport-Purchasing

Pratt Brothers Inc.

$

355,285

10/1/14

Traffic Signal Maintenance & Installation

Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Johnson Electrical Construction

$

3,030,528
3,624,726

10/1/14

Installation of Turf Field @ Saw Mill River School
Turf

Landtek Group Inc.
Custom Clay Inc.
Synlawn
Laser Industries Inc.

$

41,100
46,672
52,500
84,200

Fencing

Custom Clay Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.
Natbefco d/b/a Natural Beauty Fence
Laser Industries Inc.
Synlawn

$

8,800
11,500
11,800
17,500
25,000

Masonary

Laser Industries Inc.
Armond Cement Contracting Co. Inc.
Custom Clay Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.
Synlawn

$

3,732
5,300
7,400
12,100
20,000

Town of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

$

Bid Amount
289,750
393,300
396,850

North Bellmore Union Free School District

10/2/14

Landing Rd Gabion Revetment & Stormwater Restoration

Town of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Jim Longo Inc.
Atlantic Coast Dock Construction
D F Stone Contracting
Quintal Contracting Corp.
Delalio South Fork Asphalt
Gatz Landscaping Inc.
Biltwel General Contractor Corp.
ConStar Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.
AGL Contracting Ltd.
PSL Industries, Inc.
Fort Hill Industries Inc.

$

97,996
115,645
118,888
127,763
137,209
138,177
145,915
160,700
174,277
225,260
225,770
239,195

10/2/14

Orowoc Creek Culvert Improvements

Town of Islip

Quintal Contracting Corp.
Watral Brothers Inc.
G & M Earth Moving Inc
Adjo Contracting Corp.
PSL Industries, Inc.

$

134,487
147,189
182,850
182,881
309,350

10/8/14

2014 Water Main Improv - Kings Point Road

Great Neck North Water Authority

G & M Earth Moving Inc
Bancker Construction Corp
Merrick Utility Associates Inc.

$

2,719,100
2,939,324
3,501,100

10/9/14

Where & When Bridge Repair

New York State Department Of Transportation

United Fence & Guard Rail
Bove Industries
El Sol Limited Ent Inc.
ALAC Contracting Corp.

$

1,880,550
1,936,930
1,983,250
2,606,606

