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Brookhaven Town saluted for taking leadership role

In This Issue
• LICA seeks new standards for
“green” asphalt that recycles
blacktop and reduces taxpayer’s
burden
• LICA’s Annual Meeting and Dinner
celebrates an industry fighting
for the region’s fair share of
infrastructure dollars
• NY Materials Wins Lawsuit
against DEC
• In landmark efforts, Senator
Fuschillo proposes Public-Private
Partnerships and Infrastructure
Bank to help fund future projects
• Washington slashes
transportation in 2011 budget with
high speed rail in deep trouble
• Reserve your spot for LICA’s 2011
Annual Golf Outing
• NCBA informs LICA members of
upcoming bid
• BID RESULTS

Town of Brookhaven highway workers join Brookhaven Highway Superintendent John Rouse in
their first application of recycled asphalt product, accompanied by LICA Executive Director Marc
Herbst and Citizens Campaign for the Environment Executive Director Adrienne Esposito

Citing the leadership role of Brookhaven Township, the Long Island Contractors’
Association (LICA) called for a sweeping revision of municipal regulations across
the region that would permit the use of recycled asphalt materials to help address
a historically high number of potholes while driving down the cost of repair to the
taxpayer. LICA, environmental leaders and asphalt industry executives made the
recent announcement during pothole repair in Coram, where they encouraged
other municipalities to use recycled materials.
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LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst stated, “We project a total of 1.4 million potholes will need to be filled on Long
Island during the next 60 days. If the heavy construction industry was allowed to follow the lead of Brookhaven Town in
improving the ratio of recycled asphalt in that effort, we would go a long way in making blacktop green.”
Herbst said current regulations that significantly reduce, or avoid altogether, the use of recycled asphalt reflect an arbitrary
standard that was set when most were indifferent to recycling. “It is as if you had a law on the books that said you couldn’t
recycle plastic bags or glass bottles. These asphalt recycling specifications now on the books in most towns were written in
the middle of the 20th Century when no one cared about carbon footprints, the cost of a barrel of oil or the responsibility we
have to recycle everywhere we can.”

Brookhaven Town assumes leadership role
Brookhaven Highway Superintendent John Rouse rolled up his sleeves to shovel hot recycled asphalt into a welcoming
pothole. He told reporters, “Having the ability to be sensitive not only to our taxpayers, but to the environment as well,
is truly getting the best of both worlds. By changing our specifications to allow a higher percentage of recycled asphalt
product in our paving material, we hope to set a standard that others will follow. The Long Island Contractors’ Association
should be applauded for being true leaders in protecting our environment, and our infrastructure, here on Long Island.”
LICA notes there is no chemical difference
between original asphalt and recycled asphalt.
“Recycled asphalt bonds to the surface with
the same tenacity as virgin material. It has the
same resistance to wear and tear and can
be graded just as easily as 100% brand new
asphalt,” continued Herbst. “However, by using
recycled materials, the taxpayer gets a break,
our environment gets a break and town road
maintenance budgets get a break.”
According to Rouse, Brookhaven is budgeted to
spend about $16 million on road repaving this
year. The town is considering a half-dozen bids
for paving contracts, all of which have promised
to incorporate recycled asphalt.
LICA’s Secretary-Treasurer Paul Farino of Kings Park Industries, Inc., observed, “The town will get more out of its
budget by using recycled materials. The use of recycled asphalt puts us on the path to making blacktop green. Lowering the
cost of paving would make it possible to repair more streets and would put more men and women back to work.”

Environmental Kudos for Brookhaven
Coming just days before Earth Day, the news conference has implications for every community seeking green in its blacktop
according to Citizens Campaign for the Environment Executive Director Adrienne Esposito.
Continued on next page
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“Talk about a fine example of building a green highway to the future, this is it. It saves energy, it saves money, it saves raw
materials and it saves the environment. That’s exactly what we want and it’s the kind of practices we need here on Long
Island,” stressed Esposito. “The Town of Brookhaven is the first, and we certainly hope it is not the last. It is a practice that
can be, and should be replicated throughout the State of New York. Integrating sustainable roadway practices into public
policy is a smart way to reduce the use of raw materials and provides the ideal opportunity for recycled materials to be put
to good use!”
Also in attendance at last week’s press conference were LICA Board members Grant Hendricks, Jr. of BIMASCO,
Inc. and James Haney, III of Rason Asphalt; President of Operating Engineers Local 138 Bill Duffy, Jr.;
Recording Corresponding Secretary of Operating Engineers Local 138 Ken Huber; Tom Pratt of Scatt Materials
Corp.; and Deputy Superintendent of the Brookhaven Highway Department Jim LaCarrubba. Also voicing their
support for this initiative, but unable to attend last week’s announcement were Teamsters Local 282 President Thomas
Gesualdi and Sustainable Long Island’s Executive Director Sarah Lansdale.

LICA’s Annual Meeting and Dinner Celebrates an
Industry Fighting for the Region’s Fair Share of
Infrastructure Dollars
One of the most important nights of the year for the region’s heavy construction industry is coming up fast. LICA’s
2011 Annual Meeting and Dinner is one week from this Thursday, when the men and women who build the region’s
infrastructure will meet at the Fox Hollow in Woodbury, Long Island.
The May 5th event will be hosted between 5:30 pm – 9:30 pm, and will feature a keynote address delivered by our special
guest, former sports anchor and New York native Len Berman.
An Emmy-Award winning sportscaster and New York Times best-selling author, Berman has
covered just about every major sports event including multiple Super Bowls, World Series,
and Olympics during his 40-year career in broadcasting. He is the creator of “Spanning the
World,” a monthly collection of sports bloopers, which was a 20-year staple on NBC’s Today
Show, and “Sports Fantasy,” which aired on NBC and pitted regular viewers against famous
sports stars.
Berman’s current project is his blog, Len Berman’s That’s Sports, which he describes as
a “cheat sheet” for the non-sports fan who has a passing interest in what’s going on in sports.
You can visit his blog by clicking here.

Industry Recognition
Coveted LICA awards will be presented bestowing special recognition upon those who have demonstrated continued support
and leadership in the Long Island heavy construction industry. Please come out to support our honorees. The following
recipients have been selected for 2011:
Continued on next page
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2011 LICA
Leadership Award –
Gilbert Anderson, P.E.,
Suffolk County Public
Works Commissioner

2011 LICA
Partnership Award
– the Long Island
Association (LIA)

To attend and celebrate with an industry that keeps Long Island’s economy on the road, please click here for more
information.
Registration fee for LICA members is included in your 2011 annual dues. There is a $40 registration fee for non-LICA
members. Please send your response form to LICA’s Manager of Communications Michelle Giametta via fax at
631-231-4291 or by email at MGiametta@licanys.org no later than Monday, May 2nd.

NY Materials Wins Lawsuit against DEC
In a big win for rational, cost effective environmental protection, the
New York State Appellate Division has ruled in favor of the construction
industry in a lawsuit that pitted the New York Construction Materials
Associations, Inc., et al., against the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC). The court ruled that the DEC exceeded its statutory authority in proposing draconian regulations under
the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA). As a result, these DEC regulations are invalid with respect to
subcontractors, and some legal observers believe it may apply to prime contractors on public works.
The Court ruled that the DEC’s interpretation of the language in the DERA statute was too broad and well beyond
the generally accepted legal meaning of the language. While DERA imposes diesel emissions controls only upon
vehicles operated “on behalf of” New York State, the DEC’s regulations imposed these controls on all contractors and
subcontractors working on contracts with the state. The court ruled that this interpretation extends “well beyond” the
commonly accepted legal meaning of the phrase “on behalf of,” which normally implies a direct representative, agency or
proxy relationship.

What does this mean for the industry?
At the very least, the court has made it clear the DEC regulations are invalid with regard to subcontractors and suppliers.
In addition, the court has also stricken the sections of the regulations defining “contractor” and indicated that the statute
was intended to imply not to contractors, but only those with a direct agency relationship with the State.
LICA will update you when further guidance is made available from the DEC as to the applicability of the regulations to
prime contractors.
To view a copy of the decision, please click here.
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In addition, as earlier reported, New York State had previously agreed to extend the compliance deadline for the DERA
regulations until December 2012 for all covered entities. This extension is unaffected by last week’s court decision.
If you have any questions, please contact LICA’s Manager of Policy & Government Affairs Louis Imbroto, Esq. at 631231-LICA (5422) or by email at LImbroto@licanys.org.

In Landmark Efforts, Senator Fuschillo Proposes
Public-Private Partnerships and Infrastructure
Bank to Help Fund Future Projects
New York State Senator and Chairman of the Senate Transportation Committee Charles
Fuschillo is calling for what the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) and our industry
partners have long advocated: public-private partnerships and the creation of a New York State
Infrastructure Bank to help fund infrastructure projects.
In an opinion essay for the Albany Times Union, Fuschillo wrote that, “Public-private partnerships,
also known as P3s, enable governments to partner with the private sector in the design, construction
and financing of transportation projects,” wrote Fuschillo. “Given the private sector’s vested financial
interest in completing projects on time and under budget, P3s often perform more efficiently than their
counterparts and save money. The federal government has encouraged states to turn to P3s for these reasons.”
The advantage of a Public-Private Partnership is the ability to build large-scale public works without requiring the public
to finance them through taxes or bonds. This financing mechanism allows a project to be built as a collaboration between
a government and private entity, such as a corporation. Typically, the corporation provides the financing to build a public
improvement and maintains temporary ownership and responsibility for the project along with all revenues generated by it
through vehicular use, as in a public authority. When the bonds issued by the PPP are paid off, ownership of the improvement
transfers to the public who maintains it in perpetuity.
Fuschillo also highlighted another funding alternative, creation of a State Infrastructure Bank. “This would serve as a revolving,
low-interest loan program available to governments and private businesses to pay for infrastructure projects,” wrote Fuschillo.
“Interest paid on these loans would generate a recurring, self-sustaining revenue source to fund future projects.”
Speaking in support of Senator Fuschillo, LICA Chairman James Pratt, III of Pratt Brothers, Inc. stated, “Our industry
needs more leaders in Albany like Senator Fuschillo, who understand the value in investing in our region’s infrastructure. We
need to explore alternative funding options such as public-private partnerships and the creation of a State Infrastructure
Bank to ensure that future improvements and repairs do not fall by the wayside. Quality infrastructure is the backbone of this
country; we cannot afford to let our roads, bridges and tunnels be neglected.”
Fuschillo offered one final thought, “Challenging problems demand creative solutions. People don’t want more taxes and tolls,
nor do they want more potholes or crumbling bridges.”
To read Senator Fuschillo’s opinion piece in its entirety click here.
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Washington Slashes Transportation in 2011
Budget with High Speed Rail in Deep Trouble
Earlier this month, the U.S. House, Senate and White
House finalized an agreement on a Continuing Resolution
(CR) through the end of Fiscal Year 2011 which concludes
on September 30th. The agreement resulted in $38 billion
dollars in total funding cuts, including reductions to federal
transportation programs, in particular high speed rail. Details
of how these cuts will affect the transportation construction
industry have been released.
Funding for the FY 2011 Highway Program will remain at
$41.1 billion according to the final bill, the same amount
as FY 2010. However, though investment has not been
reduced, the bill, as expected, did not include a $650 million
supplemental transfer from the general fund or $293 million in earmarks for surface transportation priorities. Without this
supplemental funding (or new revenue sources), spending on the federal highway program will continue to spend down
the diminishing Highway Trust Fund, which is not expected to remain solvent past 2012.
Additionally, the bill reduces funding for Transit by a total of $991 million and reduces the TIGER discretionary grant
program by $72 million, from FY 2010’s $600 million to $528 million for FY 2011. Further, the CR contains $2.5 billion in
unobligated contract authority rescissions, plus an additional $630 million in rescissions of unspent earmark funds from
the 1970s through 1998’s TEA-21. While these rescissions do not affect actual levels of federal investment, they may
limit state flexibility in administering federal funds. New York’s apportionment of these cuts is roughly 150 million.
Finally, High Speed Rail funding took the biggest hit in the Continuing Resolution. The bill eliminates all new funding for
high speed rail and rescinds $400 million in funds previously provided in FY 2010, for a total reduction of $2.9 billion in
high speed rail funding from FY 2010 levels. This should have a minimal impact on Long Island, as none of the high
speed rail funding would have been designated for our region, but this action reveals much about the prevailing attitudes
in Washington toward rail infrastructure.
On the Clean Water front, the Clean Water State Revolving Fund will be funded at $1.52 billion and the Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund at $965 million for FY2011. This is reduced from FY 2010’s $2.1 billion for the Clean Water SRF
and $1.38 billion for the Drinking Water SRF.

House Budget Resolution proposes drastic cuts for 2012
Additional cuts may be on the horizon for the transportation industry if House Republicans have their way. The budget
resolution recently enacted by the House would slash federal highway investment in FY 2012 to around $27 billion (from
the current level of $41.1 billion).

Continued on next page
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This budget resolution makes clear that House leadership has drawn a line in the sand that the federal highway program
must be funded solely be Highway Trust Fund revenues, without any general fund transfers. Further, the budget
resolution assumes that there will be no new trust fund revenues, and future investment levels will be constrained by the
quickly vanishing incoming revenues.
Limiting investment to current revenues will result in a greatly diminished federal program. The current level of
investment is $41.1 billion for highway, with New York receiving around $1.6 billion. Under the new budget resolution,
the total federal program would be $27 billion, with New York receiving just over $1 billion. This would be a
devastating cut of about $600 million dollars, resulting in a loss of an estimated 20,724 jobs statewide. In later years,
as HTF revenues show some growth, the program will increase above $27 billion, but will at no point approach current
levels of investment.
It is important to note that this budget resolution is not the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s
reauthorization bill, which has not yet been released. Both the House and Senate committees have continued to cite
May as a goal for their respective bills. However, though this Budget Resolution is non-binding, and things can certainly
change, it does shed light on the direction that the federal government is moving in regard to infrastructure spending.
Simply put, if federal highway spending is limited solely to current Highway Trust Fund revenues, New York will lose
hundreds of millions of dollars in highway funding, and the construction industry will suffer the loss of tens of thousands
of jobs.
LICA will continue to advocate for increased levels of federal investment, and will work with its national partners to ensure
that these devastating cuts do not become the new reality for the construction industry in New York.
If you have any questions, please contact LICA’s Manager of Policy & Government Affairs Louis Imbroto, Esq. at
631-231-LICA (5422) or by email at LImbroto@licanys.org.

Reserve Your Spot for
LICA’s 2011 Annual
Golf Outing
Nothing beats a game of golf for networking and business
development ... except a relaxing game of golf played
among friends and colleagues who share a common
interest.

LICA members and industry supporters kicked off
LICA’s 2010 Annual Golf Outing last year at the Nassau
Country Club in Jericho.

That’s why you should attend the Long Island Contractors’
Association’s 2011 Annual Golf Outing, to be held on
Monday, July 18th at the beautiful Huntington Crescent
Club (host) and the Huntington Country Club right here on
Long Island.
Continued on next page
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Come join us as, together, we advance the goals of Long Island’s highway and infrastructure professionals.
Spend the day enjoying a challenging round of golf, fun skills competitions, a delicious dinner, and, of course, the
camaraderie of those who support the Long Island Contractors’ Association.
Sponsorships and donations are greatly appreciated as this is the only fundraiser for our association. LICA is a notfor-profit organization and we need your help to continue to serve you and our industry throughout the years to
come.
July 1st is the deadline to RSVP, so be sure to make your reservation as soon as possible if you have a golf course
preference. Please fax your reply to Assistant to Executive Director Josephine Magee at 631-231-4291 or email
her at jmagee@licanys.org.
Please click here for the golf brochure.

NCBA Informs LICA Members of Upcoming Bid
The Nassau County Bridge Authority (NCBA) has
asked the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA)
to inform our members of an upcoming bid set for
May 23, 2011.
The bid is for electrical and mechanical rehabilitation
of the Bascule Span of the Atlantic Beach Bridge over
Reynolds Channel at the Southern End of Route 878
in Nassau County.
For more information on this bid, click here or contact the Project Manager/Designer Robert Eslinger, Jr., PE
of Hardesty & Hanover at 646-428-8471 or by email at beslinger@hardesty-hanover.com.

Bid Results on next page
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Bid Results
Project Name
Rebid-Capital Improv Prog - Fayette Elem School

Owner
North Merrick Union Free School District

Contractor
Irwin Contracting Inc.
North Star Concrete Construction
Stalco Construction Inc.
Valco Inc/ Valbro
Gii Construction
E & A Restoration

Bid Amount
$
347,185
390,500
395,000
396,000
471,000
486,750

Req-Pavement Repairs on Various Town Roads

Town Of Islip - D.P.W.

Rosemar Construction
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Bimasco Inc
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.

$

1,899,127
2,397,037
2,491,877
2,877,826
2,940,565
3,560,175
4,851,630
4,865,379

Safety Improvements to CR 21, Main Street

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Rosemar Construction
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Bimasco Inc

$

347,222
374,474
378,584
385,963

Reconstruction of Parking Field #H-3

Town Of Hempstead

C B Contracting Corporation
Bimasco Inc
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation

$

408,170
429,425
430,015

West Neck Rd/Lloyd Harbor Rd Roadway Improvements

Village of Lloyd Harbor

KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Posillico Civil Inc.
Carlo Lizza & Sons Paving
Rosemar Construction
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation

$

1,894,885
1,937,392
1,994,270
1,998,898
2,132,679
2,453,678
2,487,000
2,546,735

Stony Brook Creek Shoreline Restoration & Stabilization

Town Of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Bimasco Inc
Biltwel General Contractor Corp.
Amma Construction Corporation
Laser Industries Inc.

$

145,450
157,800
160,625
176,671

2011 Pavement & Drainage Improvements

Village Of Russell Gardens

E Cook Industries
John McGowan & Son
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Jen-El Construction
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation

$

49,996
56,268
59,410
93,205
105,214

Traffic Signal Installation/Upgrades

New York State Department Of Transportation

Commander Electric, Inc.
Eldor Contracting
Welsbach Electric of Long Island
Johnson Electrical Construction

$

3,798,871
3,863,053
4,162,200
4,468,749

Bethpage State Parkway Bikeway Extension

New York State Department Of Transportation

United Fence & Guard Rail
Newborn Construction, Inc.
Carlo Lizza & Sons Paving
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Posillico Civil Inc.
Grace Industries LLC
Bove Industries
HASA Construction, LLC
Galvin Brothers, Inc.
Scalamandre Organization
ALAC Contracting Corp.

$

6,455,268
6,487,235
6,599,641
6,895,615
6,959,595
6,987,549
7,047,426
7,452,441
7,587,815
7,778,769
9,885,569
10,927,000
12,345,678

F/I Asphalt on Various Town Roads

Town Of Smithtown

KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.
Rosemar Construction
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
Posillico Civil Inc.
Pratt Brothers Inc.

$

3,513,400
3,688,777
4,214,758
4,226,625
4,788,193

Construct Concrete Slab @ MSF

Town Of Smithtown

Castle Industries Inc.
Capitol Concrete
Concrete Plus
Fidele Construction
Laser Industries Inc.
Ora Construction, Inc.
Jadeco Construction
J Anthony Enterprises
Bimasco Inc
Louis Barbato Landscaping
Debut Concrete
E Cook Industries
Carter-Melence
Metro Group of LI Inc.

$

109,650
112,345
114,000
133,000
134,600
134,920
138,500
138,985
153,250
154,000
157,216
203,160
228,000
237,460

Storm Water Drain & Road Improv - Camp Ground Area Phase I

Town Of Hempstead

J Anthony Enterprises
All Island Plumbing
Valente & Sons Contracting

$

703,760
742,275
762,300
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