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WINS to Air LI
Infrastructure Issues
Using the power of a top-rated 50,000 watt all news radio station, the
Long Island Contractors Association (LICA) and Local 138 of the Operating
Engineers will take to the air over WINS on Friday, March 12th between the
rush hours of 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. to publicly explore the failing commitment to
protecting the region’s bridges and roads.
John Duffy, who heads Local 138, explained, “This is about the 30%
unemployed among our construction trades. This is about looted government
trust funds that were supposed to be set aside as an exclusive funding source
for road repairs. This is about holding people accountable for ensuring Long
Island will receive its fair share of funding, given the amount of taxes we pay
to the state.”
LICA Executive Director, Marc Herbst said “The heavy construction
industry recognizes that in this Information Age we have an obligation to
use every medium possible to get our message out. That includes e-mail,
Facebook, news conferences, opinion essays and paid messaging on a
broadcast station that reaches every significant opinion maker in the region.
That would be 1010 WINS.”
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Throughout the hour, a unified message from construction’s labor and
management will be heard through an exclusive series of paid messages that
include a series of two-minute question and answer sessions between Herbst,
Duffy and a WINS broadcast journalist.
“This is an unprecedented communications effort,” said Herbst. “But then
again, these are unprecedented times and we need to publicly advocate on
behalf of the taxpayers’ biggest investment – our public infrastructure.”
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Sewer Construction Project Means Jobs
for the Construction Industry
Far less prestigious than other public works, such as bridges and tunnels, sewer construction remains the
underpinning by which communities and economies are created and strengthened. Sewers can provide a
community with much greater opportunities in terms of
land use density and potential uses over on-site sanitary
wastewater disposal.
That would explain why Babylon Town Supervisor
Steve Bellone is aggressively pursuing funding for
sewer construction within the Wyandanch community.
As a seasoned public official, he knows that this kind
of infrastructure can have a positive and powerful effect
on improving that community and the quality of life of its
residents. “It is rare that anyone ever does a ribbon cutting
for a sewer project but there is not a planner, municipal
Supervisor Bellone has long been an advocate of smart growth
leader or economist who doesn’t recognize the enormous
that creates economic synergies. Here he participates in ground
breaking for what would become the Marriott Hotel at Republic
role of sewers in strengthening the quality of life within a
Airport, adding jobs and investment along the Route 110 corridor.
community. From protecting the environment to providing
the core infrastructure that attracts creation of jobs and investment, sewers remain the foundation of a modern
neighborhood,” explained Supervisor Bellone. “That is why we have been so aggressive in seeking the funding
needed for this project and why we know that, once underway, it will have a profound and positive impact on the
quality of life of our Wyandanch residents.”
LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst observed, “The upshot for the heavy construction industry on Long Island
will also be important as it will generate jobs across the board.”
Babylon is not alone in supporting development of sewers as a key to smart development, advised the Supervisor.
Congressman Steve Israel should be credited for providing the funding for the sewer plan we are now moving
forward with and for his continued support of the Wyandanch Rising initiative, as should U.S. Senator Chuck
Schumer who has been working closely with the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation to help the Town
secure low cost financing. The Town has also secured a $2 million grant from the Empire State Development
Corporation and is working on a partnership with Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy that would eliminate
connection fees for the Wyandanch Rising project.
The Wyandanch Central Business District (CBD) is an area that has a high water table,
making on-site wastewater disposal problematic. In fact, this severely limits any
When reading the
modest increase in land use density and also restricts the location of “wet”
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
uses such as restaurants that generate higher wastewater flows. This
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
severely limits what can be done in terms of locating new businesses
Did You Know...

(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?

Long Island Contractors’ Association, inc.
Tel: 631.231.LICA • Fax: 631.231.4291 • www.licanys.org • info@licanys.org

(Continued on next page)
150 Motor Parkway
Suite 307
Hauppauge, N.Y. 11788-5145

3

march 2, 20 1 0

and construction in the CBD. The potential for pollution to groundwater and surface water resources from on-site
wastewater systems is also much greater in a high groundwater area such as the Wyandanch CBD.
The Town of Babylon is forging ahead with this important project. In terms of the scope of the project, this is one
of the most significant infrastructure improvements the Town of Babylon has ever undertaken. The project cost is
$15,245,454 and the design work is nearly complete. The project will provide gravity sewers within the Wyandanch
CBD, the existing LIRR Station and the areas directly surrounding the CBD and along Straight Path. A pump station
will be constructed in the CBD area to convey wastewater through a force main to a gravity line that will begin at
Booker Avenue and Straight Path. From there the new sewers will head south along Straight Path and under the
Southern State Parkway to connect at 12th and 17th Street in West Babylon to the existing Southwest Sewer District.
The Town of Babylon Solid Waste Management Facilities will also connect to the gravity line at Straight Path for
leachate disposal. At this time the Town is working on the bid documents for construction of the project. The Town
is scheduled to award bids in May 2010, begin construction in July of 2010, and complete the entire project by June
2012. This project will immediately create work in the plumbing, electrical contracting and heavy equipment trades and
will create tremendous secondary job opportunities that will result from the redevelopment and construction that will
occur when the sewers become available in the CBD/redevelopment area.
The Town of Babylon has mapped out an economic master plan for Wyandanch that is dependent on sewers which
serve as the infrastructure foundation that permits the creation of “smart growth” development. From creating a
pedestrian-friendly commercial district and mass transportation access at the local LIRR station, to new affordable
housing that attracts the next generation of Long Islander, it is all based on sewer construction as a catalyst. In
addition, the project will have incredible environmental benefits by providing sewer service in the high water table area
of the Wyandanch CBD that has had a history of malfunctioning cesspool systems and groundwater pollution. This will
create environmental and economic benefits to the region by protecting the water quality of Carll’s River and the Great
South Bay, water bodies of regional significance. It will also create the complete redevelopment of the CBD to modern
planning, engineering and environmental standards further reducing pollution sources, such as stormwater runoff, to
the area.
Herbst noted, “We have maintained for years that public investment in infrastructure brings a rate of return that is
incalculable. Whether it’s roads, bridges or the ability to safely dispose of wastewater, no one can plan for the future
without an effective, well-funded infrastructure plan. In Babylon Town it is clear that this message is not only being
heard, but Town Supervisor Bellone is among those who have assumed a leadership role in getting the job done.”
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Congressman Bishop Blasts Senate’s Failure
to Fund Transportation Programs as Agency
Shutdowns Are Already in Process
Congressman Tim Bishop, a regional champion for transportation funding, had barely expressed his anger and
dismay on the failure of the US Senate to authorize federal highway, transit and highway safety program funding,
when the funds expired as the clock struck midnight this past Sunday night. By mid afternoon Monday, March
1st, not only had a NY division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) notified the industry that it shut
down from any work on regular federal-aid-funded activities, when the federal Department of Transportation had
furloughed 9,000 workers nationwide. Monday had gone from
bad to worse, with a blackout for Long Island blacktop. The
morning offered a glimmer of hope that the stoppage on emails,
phone activity, meetings and conference calls would lift with
Congressional action. However by mid-afternoon, the worrisome
furlough was reality.
Bishop, a member of the House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure said, “Long Island will not be reimbursed for
its federal share of highway projects until this mess gets sorted
out.” Nor does it appear that any new projects can be reviewed
or approved. “Instead of looking forward to March and the
Congressman Bishop has been a steadfast supporter of
traditional start of spring construction that might have alleviated infrastructure funding for Long Island, shown here with
Marc Herbst signing a commemorative poster of the iconic
the more than 30% unemployment in our local construction
LIE convoy over a year ago.
sector,” added LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst, “our
industry is struck another devastating blow by politicians who can’t see that their actions impact people – both
construction workers and the traveling public – and the economy down to the most local level.”
The House had approved a reauthorization of highway funding, however the Senate had failed to overcome the
objections of one US Senator, Jim Bunning (R-KY) over an extensive list of ransom-like demands.

LICA Annual Legislative Breakfast March 5th
The strongest voice in securing the future of the heavy construction industry on Long Island is yours.
LICA members are encouraged to personally get involved in fighting for our industry’s fair share of state and
federal funding. The first step is getting the facts about what is occurring in Albany and Washington by attending
this year’s annual LICA Legislative Summit. The breakfast forum will be held this Friday, March 5th, 8:00 am –
10:00 am, at the Long Island Melville Marriott.
(Continued on next page)
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The breakfast will open with presentations from Helena Williams, president of the Long Island Rail Road, and
Ronald Epstein, chief financial officer of the New York State Department of Transportation.
The program includes a panel discussion led by our state legislators, including: Assemblyman Jim Conte,
Minority Leader Pro Tempore, and Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, member of the Standing Committee on
Transportation. On the State Senate side are Senator Craig Johnson, chair of the MTA Capital Review Board, and
Senator Brian Foley, member of Senate Transportation Committee.

Broad based attendance
With many of the region’s infrastructure issues going far beyond LICA’s specific agenda, the organization is
welcoming other regional groups interested in Long Island’s transportation needs to join us at this special event.
Participating will be representatives of Action Long Island’s Transportation Task Force, the American
Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) – Long Island Chapter, Association for a Better Long Island,
Empire State Regional Council of Carpenters, Lathers Local 46, Laborers Local 1298, the Long Island
Association Transportation Committee, the Long Island Builders Institute, the Long Island Federation of
Labor, Long Island Metro Business Action (LIMBA), the Nassau/Suffolk Building & Construction Trades
Council, Operating Engineers Local 138, Sustainable Long Island, and Local 282. (Please click here for more
information about this summit.)

Lt. Governor to Discuss LI’s Transportation
Future
LICA is co-sponsoring a forum in mid-March with Action Long Island on “Long Island’s Transportation Future”
which will feature a keynote address from New York State Lieutenant Governor Richard Ravitch.
The Lieutenant Governor, who once served as MTA Chairman, will address transportation funding and initiatives
against a backdrop of fiscal crisis and political turmoil. Guest speakers from various government authorities and
associations will also focus on issues such as innovative road construction and reducing traffic congestion through
commuter alternatives.
LICA members are encouraged to attend what will prove to be an insightful and strategic speech on the future of
Long Island’s infrastructure investment from a public official who has the reputation of providing critical thinking
during times of crisis. The conference will be held on Friday, March 19th, 8:00 am – 10:30 am, at the Long Island
Marriott in Uniondale. (Please click here for more information about this forum.)
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Positive Train Control a Negative for
Long Island Project
The California collision of a Metrolink passenger train and a Union Pacific freight train on September 12, 2008 not
only resulted in the deaths of 25 and injuries to more than 135 Metrolink passengers, it foretold the train wreck of the
second track LIRR construction project between Farmingdale and Ronkonkoma.
A month following the California train tragedy, federal lawmakers
sent the “Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008” to the White
House for President George W. Bush to sign into law, setting
a 2015 deadline for implementation of positive train control
(PTC) technology across most of the U.S. rail network. PTC
is a system of monitoring and controlling train movements to
provide increased safety. Onboard train equipment receives
information about its location and where it is allowed to
safely travel, chiefly addressing train separation and collision
avoidance.
“It is laudable to implement the most current system, such as the PTC system to protect public safety and seek to
eliminate opportunity for human error, above and beyond similar systems currently in place for many rail systems,”
explains LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst. “But in any move to replace the system the Long Island Rail Road
already has to prevent a Metrolink/Union Pacific type collision on our regional rail system, the MTA, LIRR and any
legislative requirement cannot supplant funding for other critically needed systems with a mandate to implement this
new system, at a cost estimated in excess of $600-$750 million.”
“Once again essential infrastructure projects are victimized by the unintended consequences of well meaning
legislators. If our local congressional delegation cannot achieve a legislative remedy to exclude this unfunded
mandate, the necessary funds will be diverted from the critically needed Phase One double tracking of the LIRR
mainline between Farmingdale and Ronkonkoma.”
The MTA capital plan has programmed $138 million to fund the design of the entire track addition and construction
of the first segment of the full second track between Ronkonkoma and Central Islip. In the shadow of 11,100 lost L.I.
construction jobs over the last year, the Double Track project, one of the largest construction projects planned to be
completed within the next three years, has been a light at the end of the tunnel for the region’s present employment
problems. Regrettably, the PTC system, one designed to prevent train wrecks, may prove that the light at the end of
Long Island’s tunnel is simply an oncoming train.
LIRR President Helena Williams will likely ask for LICA’s support at Friday’s legislative breakfast in lobbying our
congressional delegation to pull the emergency brake on the oncoming train disaster for our region.

Bid results on next page
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Bid Results
Project Name
Bid Date
2/10/10 Bethpage High School Bleacher & Press Box Replacement

Owner
Town of Oyster Bay, Div Purchase & Supply, Dept Gen Svcs

Contractor
Laser Industries, Inc.

Bid Amount
$
529,000

2/11/10 Reconstruction of Parking Fields FS-11

Town Of Hempstead

Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
New York Paving, Inc.
Paragon Industries, LLC

$

111,570
111,650
118,619

2/11/10 Roadway Reconstruction

Town Of Babylon-Purchasing Dept.

Suffolk Asphalt
E.W. Howell Co., LLC
Bimasco, Inc.
Pratt Brothers, Inc.
Laser Industries, Inc.
KPI/Kings Park Industries, Inc.

$

9,330,950
9,367,112
9,497,205
10,413,010
10,801,225
10,931,425

2/18/10 Pavement Marking @ Various Locations

New York State Department Of Transportation

Safety Marking, Inc.
Denville Line Painting Company

$

6,868,097
9,047,112

2/18/10 Recharge Basin Reconditioning (Nine)

New York State Department Of Transportation

D F Stone Contracting
Galvin Bros/Madhue JV
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Allen Industries Inc.
Watral Brothers Inc.
Anjac Enterprises Inc.

$

1,266,666
1,672,305
1,818,818
1,983,571
2,244,518
2,321,878

2/18/10 Concrete Curbs, Sidewalks & Aprons

Town Of Islip

Saracino Construction
D F Stone Contracting
WGP Contracting Inc.
Laser Industries Inc.
A.M. Concrete

$

247,450
275,625
292,600
299,750
306,925

2/18/10 Route 110 Drainage & Roadway Improvements

New York State Department Of Transportation

Superior Site Construction Services
ALAC Contracting Corp.
Newborn Construction, Inc.
Scalamandre Organization
Posillico Civil Inc.
Bove Industries

$ 18,864,691
18,888,888
18,967,000
19,547,267
20,126,481
23,332,919

2/18/10 Road Improvement Program

Village Of Hewlett Harbor

John McGowan & Son
Suffolk Asphalt
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
New York Paving Inc.
Allen Industries Inc.
Frank Robustello & Sons
H & A Landscape of Long Island
Fasco Asphalt Paving
ALAC Contracting Corp.

$

129,990
142,295
153,540
155,165
162,920
172,800
185,990
245,200
282,282

2/18/10 Furnish/Apply Liquid Bituminous Mtls, Var Town Roads

Town Of Babylon-Purchasing Dept.

Bituminous Road Runner
KPI/Kings Park Industries Inc.

$

50,866
54,094

Village Of New Hyde Park

Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
H & A Landscape of Long Island
Ora Construction, Inc.
Castle Industries Inc.
Suffolk Asphalt

$

106,800
117,500
121,425
144,779
170,324
226,250

2/23/10 Grant Parking Lot Reconstruction @ Manor Oaks Elem School
Base Bid

New Hyde Park-Garden City Park UFSD

Saracino Construction
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Condos Brothers Construction

$

46,400
80,000
80,300

2/23/10 Grant Parking Lot Reconstruction @ Manor Oaks Elem School
Base + Alt.

New Hyde Park-Garden City Park UFSD

Saracino Construction
Condos Brothers Construction
Watral Brothers Inc.

$

63,900
88,000
96,468

2/23/2010

2010 Miscellaneous Road Improvements (Requirements Contract)

Read how LICA is on the cutting
edge of communicating on all
platforms with this Newsday
article featuring Executive
Director Marc Herbst and
Manager of Communications
Michelle Giametta.
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