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How is the future going to be paid for?
That was the question posed at the Long Island Contractors’ Association’s (LICA)
recent “invite only” summit on state and federal funding of public infrastructure that
brought together three of New York’s most influential transportation leaders.
The three headliners – Executive Director of the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey (PANYNJ) Patrick Foye, Chairman and CEO of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA) Thomas Prendergast, and Commissioner of the
New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) Joan McDonald – spoke
to the crowded room of over 250 construction professionals and industry partners during
a two-hour session. The key topics were the shift in funding resources and the paucity of
dollars from federal and state governments; the increasing importance of public private
partnerships (P3s); and the crisis facing our region’s aging infrastructure.
(Continued on next page)
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Foye kicked off the panel by discussing the
future of P3s for New York construction and
infrastructure projects, explaining, “Public
private partnership deals, I think, are going
to assume increasing importance here in
this region … The (rebuild of the) Goethals
Bridge the Port did is the first true PPP in the
northeast.”
In April of last year, the Port Authority
authorized an historic $1.5 billion P3 to a
private firm, the NYNJ Link Partnership,
to provide the design, build, finance, and
maintenance of a replacement for the eightyplus-year-old Goethals Bridge in New York
Senator Marcellino makes his first appearance addressing LICA members
Harbor. The new bridge will be located
as co-chairman of the State Senate Transportation Committee.
directly south of the existing bridge. The
process also includes the demolition of the existing bridge upon completion of a new span. As part of the P3 effort, the
agency is also pursuing federal funding and the Port will sustain its role as operator of the bridge.

A grim picture
MTA Chairman Prendergast expanded on the
role of P3s, stating that the need to identify
new funding sources for infrastructure and
construction projects is crucial. “Less people
are going to Washington and even fewer
people are going to the state trying to find
localized sources to identify … revenue …
[for] what needs to get done. Now, in our time
of need, when we’ve got aging infrastructure
over 100 years old, whether it be highways,
bridges, airports or whatever, we’re not
getting reciprocity. For every dollar we spend
trying to get a dollar, revenue coming back
would be better if we focused on local
sources rather than state household.”

NYSDOT Commissioner Joan McDonald (center) poses for a
picture with LICA Chairman James Pratt, III of Pratt Brothers, Inc.
(left) and LICA member Billy Haugland, Jr. of Grace Industries,
LLC (right) at LICA’s recent Federal & State Infrastructure Summit.

Commissioner McDonald brought to light the
grim reality that the federal highway trust fund,
which brings 52 cents on every dollar into New York State, will be bankrupt by August. “And if by July 4th, USDOT does not
transfer from the national general fund, they will start imposing non-payments to the states, and non-payments to the states
trickle down to the local governments,” said McDonald (see accompanying ARTBA story).
“One way the state has dealt with this is through Governor Cuomo’s NY Works Program. DOT’s annual letting program is
about $1.6 billion. NY Works, over a two year period, infused an additional 1.2 billion which allowed us to put more projects
out the door. That combined with the design-build legislation enacted in December of 2011 allowed us to put more people
to work.”
(Continued on next page)
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All three transportation professionals underscored their fundamental belief that New York has the will and the vision to
embrace new funding formulas that will protect the region’s infrastructure, but it will require a bipartisan approach that
protects our ability to move people and commerce throughout the region.

The guest list

LICA member Deborah Chase of Greenman-Pederson
Engineering chats with NYSDOT Commissioner Joan
McDonald at LICA’s Federal & State Infrastructure Summit.

Members of our state legislative delegations who
attended last week’s breakfast included New York
State Senator Carl Marcellino; New York State
Assemblymen/women Charles Lavine, Michael
Fitzpatrick, David McDonough, Michael
Montesano, Andrew Raia, Joseph Saladino,
Michelle Schimel and Anthony Palumbo;
Nassau County District Attorney Kathleen
Rice; Nassau County Legislators Michael
Venditto and Michaelle Solages; and Town
of Oyster Bay Councilman Anthony
Macagnone.

This marked Senator Marcellino’s first appearance before the group as co-chairman of the State Senate Transportation
Committee with a portfolio on mass transit. He gave a spirited defense of mass transit needs in the region and a pledge to
work closely with those on the summit panel and the LICA members in attendance.

Partners in creating the Summit
LICA would like to extend a special thank you to our event’s sponsors, including LICA members Posillico; Grace
Industries LLC; HASA Construction; AECOM; VHB Engineering, Surveying, and Landscape Architecture, P.C; and
LICA partners General Contractors Association of NY (GCA); Road & Heavy Construction Laborers Local 1298; and
Teamsters Local 282.

ARTBA: Federal Transportation Aid for
N.Y. in Jeopardy in FY 2015 if Congress
Doesn’t Act to Fix Highway Trust Fund
(WASHINGTON)—As the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) moves ever closer toward
its fifth insolvency crisis in seven years, the American Road & Transportation
Builders Association (ARTBA) is warning that federal surface transportation
investment for New York could soon be dealt a crippling blow.
The federal HTF is the source, on average, of nearly 54 percent of New York’s roadway and bridge capital outlays annually.
The pending revenue shortfall, if left unaddressed by Congress and the Obama Administration, is predicted to threaten the
Federal Highway Administration’s (FHA) ability to reimburse states for already approved federal-aid projects as early as
August, and could prevent any new highway and public transportation investment in FY 2015.
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“We should be clear that the continuing saga with the Highway Trust Fund’s solvency is not the result of runaway spending,”
ARTBA President Pete Ruane said. “In fact, federal highway investment is less today than it was in 2011.” The root cause
of this problem, he said, is not declining HTF revenues, either. Revenues from the federal gasoline tax, diesel and truck taxes
have returned to their pre-recession levels and the Congressional Budget Office projects continued moderate growth in trust
fund revenues over the next 10 years.
“The simple fact is the user fees that generate the Highway Trust Fund’s revenue stream have not been adjusted for more than 20
years,” according to Ruane. “As a result, the trust fund has limped along from insolvency crisis to insolvency crisis since 2008.”
According to ARTBA’s analysis of FHA data, the HTF helped fund 369 new transportation projects in New York in 2012 (129
road, 92 bridge, and 148 road safety). Federal funding for similar state transportation projects in the future would be at risk,
absent stabilizing the HTF’s revenue base.
“Without that federal investment in these roads, trucking mobility and economic productivity in New York are at risk,” Ruane
said. “The livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of workers and their families in the state also depend upon Congress finding
a long-term and sustainable solution to financing the nation’s surface transportation network.”
To highlight the importance of the federal-aid highway program, ARTBA’s analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data shows the design,
construction and maintenance of transportation infrastructure supports the equivalent of 307,527 full-time jobs in New York.
According to ARTBA Chief Economist Dr. Alison Premo Black, these employees earn a total annual payroll of $10.4
billion and contribute an estimated $887 million in state and federal payroll tax revenue. She noted this employment includes
the equivalent of 153,200 full-time jobs directly involved in transportation infrastructure construction and related activities,
and 154,327 that are sustained by transportation design and construction industry employee and company spending
throughout the region’s economy.
Established in 1902, ARTBA represents the U.S. transportation design and construction industry in the Nation’s Capital.

ARTBA Unveils New Transportation Construction Advocate™ App
A new mobile app, Transportation Construction Advocate™, was rolled out
by ARTBA to help the public and private sectors of the U.S. transportation
construction industry and other interested stakeholders communicate easily with
members of Congress about the importance of infrastructure investment to the
U.S. economy. It puts all the information you need for your upcoming legislative
meetings at your fingertips.
The app contains a menu of options, including: talking points about the Highway
Trust Fund; facts and statistics containing basic information about the size and
condition of a state’s transportation network; a directory of all members of the
House and Senate; a short video featuring industry executives explaining why it
is important to meet with members of Congress; a feedback section to report
how meetings with members of Congress went; and a take-action feature that
can notify users of upcoming congressional votes in order to facilitate grassroots
action via smartphones.
The app can be downloaded on either iPhones or Androids. To download this
free app, type in “Trans Con Advocate” in the app search feature on your phone.
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Senator Martins Calls on Local
Governments to Increase Highway
Aid as Part of this Year’s State Budget
A Spring forecast isn’t bringing much relief to a battered infrastructure that endured more than
60 inches of snow on Long Island and has prompted New York State Senator Jack Martins,
Chairman of the Senate’s Local Government Committee, to call for the creation of a $200 million
“State Aid to Local Bridges and Culverts Program” in New York’s budget to help address locally
designated road priorities.
“Roads maintained by local governments sustain over 63 billion vehicle miles of travel, and many
are in desperate need of repair. That’s only being made worse by the terrible winter weather we’ve
been having. Some roads have so many craterous potholes it’s like driving on the surface of the
moon. Fixing them will add further costs to local governments who are facing their own fiscal difficulties. Municipalities need
additional resources to maintain and improve their roads, and the state budget should provide that to them,” said Martins.
Statewide highway funding for local governments is provided through the Consolidated Local Street and Highway
Improvement Program (CHIPS). Last year’s CHIPS funding level was $438.1 million, and marked the first funding increase for
the program in five years. The Executive’s 2014-15 budget proposal did not include a CHIPS funding increase.
The ruinous freeze/thaw/freeze cycle of winter weather allows for a constant runoff of water into the smallest cracks in the
street only to have it expand when the temperature drops below freezing. “It is Mother Nature’s version of a jackhammer,”
said Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA) Executive Director Marc Herbst. “Senator Martins’ proposal
recognizes that we are in crisis mode on literally every street on Long Island. This winter has shattered many of our roads,
creating a moonscape on thoroughfares that carry commerce, commuters and our children. His effort to put additional
dollars to work on behalf of our infrastructure should be supported by everyone and anyone who gets behind the wheel.”
Herbst said asphalt plants will need to work on a seven-day-a-week basis to meet the needs of a region whose roads are
cratering. Potholes create an average of $600 worth of repairs for drivers according to published reports, while some have
been so destructive they have caused drivers traveling at high speeds to lose control of their vehicles.

Teamsters Local 282 Signs
PLA with Stony Brook University
Teamsters Local 282 has informed LICA that they have signed a Project Labor Agreement (PLA)
with Stony Brook University for the New Medical and Research Translation/Beds & Support Tower.
As such, this project should be bid as “A” Rate, Heavy Construction Work pursuant to the latest
collective bargaining agreement with Local 282.
If you have any questions, please contact LICA’s Executive Director Marc Herbst at 631-231-LICA (5422) or by email at
MHerbst@licanys.org.
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Register Now for New York
811’s Excavation Safety Expo
New York 811 is hosting an Excavation Safety Expo on Wednesday, April
2 from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Huntington Hilton Hotel and Conference
Center in Melville and they are asking members of the Long Island Contractors’
Association to attend!
New York 811’s Excavation Safety Expo is FREE to attendees and provides all
professionals who work near underground utilities with the latest information and
tools in damage prevention, as well as news on New York 811’s recent efforts.
Attendees will have the opportunity to network with other industry professionals, explore an exhibit hall of relevant vendors
and enjoy a complimentary meal. The expo will also feature guest speaker Cliff Meidl, two-time Olympian and excavation
accident survivor, and a keynote speech by Bob Kipp, president of Common Ground Alliance, the national damage
prevention association.
Registration for New York 811’s Excavation Safety Expo is FREE and we encourage professionals who dig near underground
utility lines to attend. To register today, visit www.newyork-811.com. If you have any questions, please contact NY 811’s
Public Relations Account Executive Katie Grieco at kgrieco@mghus.com or (410) 581-5928.
New York 811 is a nonprofit organization that acts as a communications link between utility companies and individuals
planning any digging activity in the five boroughs of New York City and Nassau and Suffolk counties.

Suffolk County IDA Hosts “Start-up
Connect Part 2” April 17th
LICA member Suffolk County IDA is extending an invitation to LICA members
to attend their event “Start-Up Connect Part 2” on Thursday, April 17, 2014
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Paramount in Huntington Village. Last
year’s event was a great success and you don’t want to miss it! Suffolk
County Executive Steve Bellone, local officials, start-ups and investors will
be on hand.
Start-ups will be able to “Connect to Capital, Connect to IDA Companies and
Connect to Government.” The first hour (6:30 to 7:30 p.m.) is open to start-ups formed in the last 5 years in the Technology,
Software, Bio/Life Science, Energy, Green, Product Development and Manufacturing sectors and venture capitalists. The
second hour, starting at 7:30 p.m. is open to the general business community. There is no charge to attend this event.
Huntington Village’s new high-tech accelerator, Launch Pad Huntington, opened up with the support of the Suffolk IDA.
Stop into Launch Pad on April 17 before “Start-up Connect” from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. to meet the team and view the space.
Click here for more information.
To attend, you must pre-register by filling out the form here. If you have questions please email info@suffolkida.org.
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Reserve Your Spot! LICA’s 2014 Golf
Outing is Right Around the Corner!
Nothing beats a game of golf
for networking and business development... except a
Sponsorships
Take a day away from
❑
Cocktails/Buffet
Dinner and
❑ Breakfast
relaxing game of golf played among friends
colleagues whothinking
share about
a common
interest.
that highway
…
❑ On-Course Refreshments ❑ Golf Balls
and
join
LICAon
on Monday,
the fairway!
That’s why you should attend
LICA’s
2014
Annual
Golf
Outing,
to
be
held
❑ Hand Rolled Cigars
❑ Promotions
May 5th at the beautiful Huntington Crescent Club (host) and the Huntington Country
Golf Packages Amount: $___________________
Club right here on Long Island.
Sponsorships Amount: $___________________
TOTAL AMOUNT
ENCLOSED:
$_________________
we
advance the goals
of Long

2014

Annual
Golf Outing
Monday, May 5, 2014

2014

Come join us, as together
Island’s highway and
Donations
Only
infrastructure professionals. Spend the day enjoying a challenging round of golf, fun skills
I regret that I cannot attend but would like to make a
competitions, a delicious dinner,
and, of course, the camaraderie of those who support
donation of $__________________________.
the Long Island Contractors’
Association.
Company:______________________________
(Please make checks payable to Long Island Contractors’ Association)
* LICA is a not-for-profit organization – section 501(c)(6) *

LICA-GolfBro-2014.indd 1

Monday, May 5, 2014
Huntington Crescent Club

Huntington
Countrythis
Club
If you are unable
to make
date, or find golfFeaturing:
a curious
Your Choice of Two Outstanding Courses
distraction,
there
are
still2EFRESHMENTS
ways
"REAKFAST
s /N
#OURSE
#OCKTAILS
Thank
to contribute #ONTESTS
to$INNER
thisssimportant
 2AFmE
Younot-for-profit
organization
that
And so much
more! Look inside
for details!
relies on fundraisers such as
this to advocate on behalf of the
construction industry and Long
Island’s fair share of dollars. If LICA
is not strong, solvent and funded,
it will be impossible to face the
strategic battles for public works
Registration & Sponsorship Opportunities
that lie ahead. Our long-term
viability as an industry depends on
our elected officials and policymakers hearing our message.

2/25/14 3:34:21 PM

Sponsorship opportunities include cocktails/buffet dinner, breakfast,
on-course refreshments, golf balls, hand rolled cigars, promotions and
donations.
As a reminder, registration begins at 10:00 a.m. at the Huntington
Country Club and 10:30 a.m. at the Huntington Crescent Club.
Cocktail hour starts at 5:30 p.m. in the main dining room at the
Huntington Crescent Club.
Click here to view our golf brochure. Monday, April 21st is the
deadline to RSVP, so be sure to make your reservation as soon as
possible if you have a golf course preference. Please fax your reply to
Comptroller & Office Administrator Sheryl Buro at 631-231-4291
or email her at sburo@licanys.org.
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid
Bid Date
3/4/14

Project Name
Valley Stream Central High School District

3/4/14

Running Track Resurfacing @ Valley Stream South High School

3/5/14

Construction of Well Station No. 3A

3/5/14

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Owner
Valley Stream Central High School District

Valley Stream Central High School District

Contractor
John McGowan & Son
E Cook Industries
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Parkline Asphalt Maintenance
North Star Concrete Construction
J Anthony Enterprises
Laser Industries Inc.
American Paving & Masonary
Olson's Creative Landscaping
Gold Coast Pavers & Design
Fasco Asphalt Paving
Tri State Paving LLC
Araz Industries
Bimasco Inc
Watral Brothers Inc.
Total Construction Corp.

$

Bid Amount
183,000
189,689
192,500
193,700
208,500
209,995
214,000
218,500
219,645
225,000
228,000
243,000
246,473
248,720
249,444
255,230
383,000

Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Gold Coast Pavers & Design
Fasco Asphalt Paving
Total Construction Corp.
Saracino Construction
KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint

$

228,500
248,800
252,000
272,900
279,600
305,290

Albertson Water District District Office

Philip Ross Industries Inc.
Bensin Contracting Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
WEB Construction Corp.
Ed Broidy Contractors/EBC

$

995,000
998,500
1,080,000
1,194,000
1,287,000

Booster Station - Horse Hollow Road Tank Site

Locust Valley Water District

Philip Ross Industries Inc.
J Anthony Enterprises
Bensin Contracting Inc.
WEB Construction Corp.

$

2,335,406
2,413,030
2,449,572
2,583,700

3/5/14

East Boat Basin Improv - Robert Moses State Park

New York State Parks & Rec-Long Island Region

LEB Electric
Relle Electric Corp.
Commander Electric, Inc.
SJ Electric Inc.
Rolands Electric Co.
Mainline Electric Corp
Bancker Construction Corp
Five Twelve Restoration
PSL Industries, Inc.
Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Johnson Electrical Construction
Palace Electrical Contractors Inc.

$

374,319
389,000
396,952
397,561
406,700
471,550
473,800
475,000
479,891
489,963
529,000
624,000

3/6/14

Well Head Treatment @ Plant No. 1

Roslyn Water District

Philip Ross Industries Inc.
Bensin Contracting Inc.
Atlantic Wells Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp

$

325,000
369,600
416,000
438,000

3/6/14

Pinelawn Road Water Main Installation

South Huntington Water District

Bove Industries
Merrick Utility Associates Inc.
Roy Wanser Inc.
Bancker Construction Corp
Alessio Pipe & Construction
Elmore Associates Inc

$

523,936
621,980
685,294
712,600
727,400
976,673

3/6/14

Replacement of Bulkhead @ George Brown Plaza

Town Of Babylon-Purchasing Dept.

ConStar Inc.
Quintal Contracting Corp.
Stout Construction
J Anthony Enterprises
Rockmore Contracting Corporation

$

41,000
48,050
51,585
147,777
268,000

3/11/14

Chemical Waste Piping Repl @ Sachem High School North

Sachem Central School District

J. Barwick Landscape & Site Developer
Valco Inc/ Valbro
Hirsch & Company LLC

$

331,600
420,000
570,000

3/13/14

SCSD 3 - Southwest Grit Improv @ Bergen Point WWTP

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Posillico Civil Inc.
Philip Ross Industries Inc.
WHM Plumbing & Heating Contr. Inc.
John P. Picone
Silverite Construction Co.

$

11,366,000
11,800,000
13,421,900
14,858,000
16,830,000

3/17/14

Install Water Svc Lines Using Directional Boring Technology

Suffolk County Water Authority

Bancker Construction Corp
New York Trenchless, Inc.

$

1,065,452
1,388,470

