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New York Works…?
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LICA member Posillico is preforming the work to rehabilitate the Ronkonkoma Avenue Bridge over the
Long Island Expressway (LIE/Interstate 495) in the Town of Brookhaven as a part of the Governor’s
previous NY Works program adopted as part of last year’s state budget.

Welcome to August! In addition to being the middle of the professional baseball season,
it is also the mid-way point of Long Island’s heavy construction season.
This is the time of year when reality begins to settle in at the Major League ballparks.
Clubs seriously focus on the pending pennant race or they contemplate a “rebuilding”
strategy and justify future hope with cries of “wait ‘til next year!” Likewise, our industry is
now compelled to face reality and accept what this season holds in store.
(Continued on next page)
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Similar to the New York Yankees opening the season in a precarious position with most of its starting lineup on the disabled
list, we, too, began the construction season in a difficult place. The New York State Legislature passed Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s annual budget with a novel two-year highway capital program budget, rather than the typical one-year spending plan.
The amount slated for the Long Island region was $291 million, averaging out to $145.5 million annually. That amount rivals
the paltry $140 million allocated during the dark days of the Paterson Administration when that Governor slashed the annual
program mid-construction season. This year’s passed budget is far below the region’s ten-year average of $195 million.
But, as the Yankees began the season with hope that their star players would become healthy and return to the lineup, Long
Island contractors were optimistic that the season would not be lost with the addition of a promised supplemental “New York
Works” program. We were assured that this plan would include additional projects bringing the season’s spending up to typical
levels. Those projects and spending levels, we were promised, would be revealed within 45 days of the passage of the April 1st
budget. May 15th has come and gone. So has August 1st, the symbolic mid-point of the construction season. And apparently
the Governor’s office and the two legislative houses have not been able to achieve a memorandum of understanding so that the
men and women of our industry can truly engage in “New York Works.” Understandably, thoughts of “wait ‘til next year” echo
grimly in the minds of contractors.
In keeping with the baseball analogy, one holds out hopes of optimism. Derek Jeter has finally put the pinstripes back on, and
the Yankees will charge forward to earn yet another World Series ring. We have one of the best general managers in Governor
Andrew Cuomo in the front office, and a top-notch skipper in New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)
Commissioner Joan McDonald in the dugout. I still believe there is opportunity to break out of the mid-season slump and
come out swinging.
But to do so requires New York state leaders to “Put me in, Coach!”

Cuomo’s Stats: He Needs His Signature “New York Works” Program
to Bring Up Average
Long Island contractors are counting on New York’s clutch hitter, Governor Cuomo, to hit one out of the park. In anticipation,
we anxiously wait for him to once again swing his mighty “New York Works” bat. We know he has the skills, poise and talent
to save this season.
Unless his New York Works programs are advanced, Cuomo’s statistics will not reflect his slugging power. Without enacting the
proposed program and including the two-year funding plan for this season and next, below are the current standings for the
state administration’s average annual spending levels for the state highway program in the Long Island region, dating back to
2000. As of now, this administration is in last place:

		
		
			
		

1. PATAKI (2000-06):
2. SPITZER (2007-08):
3. PATERSON (2008-10):
4. CUOMO (2011-14):

$231.67M
$213.00M
$163.43M
$162.48M*

Citing the famous poem “Casey at the Bat,” Herbst claims, “There may be no joy in Mudville – Casey has struck out, but Long
Islanders will cheer when Andrew clears the fences.”
*does not include the much anticipated 2013-14 “New York Works” program.
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When NY Works Program Works – It’s Spectacular.
Part of the living legacy of Governor Cuomo’s NY Works Program is the work undertaken by LICA member Posillico to
rehabilitate the Ronkonkoma Avenue Bridge over the Long Island Expressway (LIE/Interstate 495) in the Town of Brookhaven.
The project is part of the Governor’s previous NY Works program adopted as part of last year’s state budget. The
initiative focuses on improving bridges marked as “fair” to extend their service life. This preemptive approach to addressing
infrastructure issues will better ensure the state’s ability to
prevent the need for more costly construction in the future.
Construction on the Ronkonkoma Avenue Bridge project
includes removal and replacement of the concrete bridge
deck as well as sidewalk and curb repairs and bridge rail
replacement. Work is expected to be completed in the fall
of 2013.
The construction contractor for this design-build contract
is Posillico and the design consultant is LICA member
Greenman-Pederson, Inc.
LICA looks forward to working on new projects that were
anticipated to be included under the NY Works program
as part of this fiscal year but remain unannounced.

NYSDOT Issues Draft Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)
Public Comment Period Extends Through August
NYSDOT Commissioner Joan McDonald has announced that the draft Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP) for federal fiscal years 2014 through 2017 is available for review.
Pursuant to the federal requirement, the document provides a comprehensive list of all federally
funded highway and transit projects, which for the four-year period totals more than an estimated
$11.7 billion in federal funds.
“The Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan is a key planning and programming tool for projects that rely on federal
funding, and it is important that interested parties have the chance to review and ask questions about the document,”
Commissioner McDonald said. “Improving New York’s transportation infrastructure is a priority for Governor Cuomo, and
securing federal funding is an important step in that process.”
The STIP contains all regional transportation improvement programs and is compiled generally every two years by NYSDOT
and the State’s 13 metropolitan planning organizations (MPO). All federally funded projects planned for federal fiscal years
2014 through 2017 are included in the draft STIP update.

(Continued on next page)
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The STIP update is being progressed for approval by October 1, 2013, and therefore will include a total of $11.7 billion
in planned federal funded projects, with more than $5.1 billion in federal highway funds, and $5.7 billion in federal transit
funds. Another $857.3 million in non-fiscally constrained federal projects are also included for this partial STIP update. With
state and local matching funds added, the total funding represents approximately $32 billion worth of transportation projects
planned.
The draft STIP will be available for public review and comment for 30 days, from July 26 through August 24, 2013. Hard
copies are available for review during normal business hours at any of NYSDOT’s 11 regional offices, or at any of the 13
MPO offices. In support of the environment, the Department is not able to provide printed copies. To accommodate the
need for public viewing, the draft STIP is also available here on the NYSDOT Web site.
Comments regarding the draft STIP can be submitted on-line or in writing to: New York State Department of Transportation,
Policy and Planning Division, Office of Policy, Planning and Performance, 50 Wolf Road, 6th Floor, Albany, NY 12232.
NYSDOT will address comments received on the draft STIP in preparing its submission to the Federal Highway
Administration and the Federal Transit Administration for review and approval. The draft STIP is expected to be
submitted in September for final approval by October 1, 2013.
Click here to view the list of proposed projects for Region 10.

“Do You Know Your Client Base?”
Every successful company closely tracks their industry market. Accordingly, LICA carefully monitors emerging opportunities
on behalf of its members in the heavy highway construction industry looking to grow the business. Many of our members
concentrate their attention in the public works market on select municipalities. For your interest and possible expansion
of your attention to new opportunities, LICA is providing you with the ranking of Long Island’s top 25 public clients in the
highway construction industry. The below rankings are based on total lane miles of the governmental agencies:

Municipality:			
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Total Lane Miles:

Town of Brookhaven			
New York State				
Town of Hempstead			
Town of Islip				
Nassau County				
Town of Huntington			
Town of Oyster Bay			
Suffolk County				
Town of Babylon			
Town of Smithtown			
Town of Southampton			
Town of North Hempstead		
Town of East Hampton			

3337.3
2749.1
2346.8
2043.8
1866.2
1569.4
1457.4
1179.1
1060.9
937.5
856.0
640.3
579.0

Municipality:			
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Total Lane Miles:

Town of Riverhead			
Town of Southold			
Village of Freeport			
Village of Lindenhurst			
Village of Mastic Beach			
Village of Valley Stream			
Village of Garden City			
Village of Hempstead			
City of Long Beach			
City of Glen Cove			
Village of Westbury			
Village of Rockville Centre		

417.3
400.1
182.9
180.4
168.3
161.3
157.8
153.0
151.3
134.0
130.3
118.4
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LICA Member Announces New
Partner Joins Their Firm
LICA member Castellano, Korenberg & Co., CPA’s, P.C. is proud to announce that Lisa
M. Ricciardi, CPA, CCA has joined as a partner in their firm effective last month.
Ricciardi has over 20 years experience providing auditing, accounting, consulting and tax
services to individuals and businesses. She is an expert advisor to clients in construction
and construction-related industries and has a strong background serving manufacturers,
not-for-profit organizations, professional service firms and wholesalers. As a member of the Association of Certified Fraud
Examiners and the American College of Forensics Examiners, she is also uniquely qualified to respond to clients’
needs regarding forensic engagements and uncovering unauthorized activity.
Her professional memberships include the American Board of Forensic Accounting, American Institute of CPAs,
Construction Financial Management Association, National Association of Women in Construction, former Vice
President and former Treasurer of the Long Island Chapter, New York State Society of CPAs and the Regional
Alliance for Small Contractors.
Ricciardi is a frequent lecturer and author on topics of accounting and auditing for the construction industry, as well as
asset protection, estate planning and business succession. She earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from
Hofstra University.
Castellano, Korenberg & Co. offers quality professional services to privately held businesses, their executives and high net
worth individuals throughout the New York Metropolitan area. They provide financial statement, tax and consulting services
to many industries, including concentrations in the construction, food manufacturing and distribution and real estate
areas. As the result of their collective industry experience, they are able to provide their clients with insightful and proactive
consulting advice, which complements their menu of traditional accounting services.

LICA Welcomes Summer Intern
Kaila Barker is the newest member of the LICA staff, joining as a summer intern until she returns
to school in the fall. Majoring in applied mathematics with a minor in computer science and music,
Kaila is entering her senior year at the University of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, PA and is scheduled
to graduate in April 2014.
Kalia, who’s worked the past five years as an office assistant at Promotional Insights Inc. in
Huntington, is currently serving as the president of the Lutheran Student Fellowship and as the
Advocacy Chair for Panther Habitat for Humanity. A member of the University of Pittsburgh
Women’s Chorale Ensemble and the Church Choir, Kaila also served as a Youth Retreat Mentor
and volunteered for Pittsburgh Make a Difference Day and Pittsburgh Red Cross Club.
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DOT Commissioner McDonald Invites Industry
Input on Filling Region 10 Retirements
Long-time serving Long Island DOT Regional Director Subi Chakraborti formally tendered his retirement on August
1st. In an effort to assure continuity in transportation leadership within a region that serves 2.7 million people, NYDOT
Commissioner Joan McDonald immediately reached out to LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst to inform the industry that it
is the department’s intention to permanently fill the position as expeditiously as the civil service process allows.
Commissioner McDonald stressed the extraordinary partnership that exists between her department and the heavy
construction industry and she is encouraging LICA members to offer recommendations and suggestions of specific
candidates or the skills and talents desired of an individual to fulfill the position as the Regional Director for Region 10.
She is also welcoming views regarding the Regional Construction Management Director position, recently vacated by the
retirement of Byron Alford.
LICA members are asked to offer thoughts or comments by forwarding them to LICA Executive Director Marc Herbst at
mherbst@licanys.org or 631-231-5422 so that he may convey LICA’s views directly to Commissioner McDonald.

The retirement of a professional
LICA wishes to congratulate Subi Chakraborti on his retirement from his distinguished career with the New York State
Department of Transportation. Subi was the region’s longest tenured Regional Director in recent memory to serve in what
many believe is one of Long Island’s most challenging and difficult public positions.
“Subi always navigated the turbulent currents of public life with an ever-present smile. His knowledge and instincts allowed
him to serve at the helm of DOT’s office during four continuous administrations. Subi is a true gentleman and transportation
professional,” stated Herbst.
Before assuming the leadership of the Long Island regional office, Subi was well known for his respect and understanding
of the construction side of public works. He brought the same appreciation from his services as the Regional Construction
Management Director in Region 11 (New York City) to his position on Long Island, immediately garnering a strong working
relationship with the Nassau/Suffolk area contractors.
The highest tribute honor LICA offers to any individual is its annual LICA Leadership Award. Subi was given this honor in
2008 and was cited at that time “for his untiring efforts to assure that Long Island gets its fair share of transportation dollars
from Albany; and for his daily honesty, sincerity, commitment and helpfulness to members of LICA.”

Alford’s retirement reception
The earlier announced retirement of Byron Alford has allowed time to set a
retirement party in Byron’s honor, set for Thursday, August 29th from 12:30 to
3:30pm at the Sands Atlantic Beach Club – 1395 Beech Street, Atlantic Beach
– and his friends and co-workers are extending an invitation for LICA members
to attend.

(Continued on next page)
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An employee of the NYSDOT for 32 years, Alford is no stranger to the construction trades. Prior to his five and one-half
years working as Long Island’s Regional Construction Engineer, Byron served as an area construction manager for more
than a decade.
“Although our industry is sad to say goodbye to a great ally, Byron has worked hard throughout his career and has
earned the opportunity to enjoy more time with his family and friends. LICA wishes him all the best in his future
endeavors,” stated Herbst.
Click here for more information on Alford’s retirement party. If you are interested in attending, please RSVP and send
payment by Monday, August 19th to Laurie Carioto, Robert Probst or Brett Garvar at 631-952-6041. Cost for this
event is $45 per person.

Show Your Support for CFK!
Feeling charitable? Show your support for Contractors for Kids (CFK) by attending one of the
three events they have scheduled in August and September!
Saturday, August 17th from 11:00am to 3:00pm CFK is hosting their Summertime Fun Day
Fundraiser on the great lawn of the Montauk Yacht Club. This great day with the family and
friends includes Kan Jam, volleyball, playground scavenger hunt, relay races, hula hoop contest, messiest face contest,
dance contest, water balloon throwing contest, mini Monet art studio and more! Rain date scheduled for August 18th. For
more information on this event, click here.
CFK is kicking off September with their 8th Annual Family Fun Day & Picnic on Saturday, September 7th from 11:00am
to 5:00pm at the Southaven County Park-Upper Level. Bring your family and friends and have your corporate picnic
with CFK! They supply all the food, beverages and fun, you supply the people. Games, rides and live music! Corporate
Sponsorships are available. Click here for more information.
Finally, join CFK at their inaugural Pace’s “Stakes” – A Night at the Races to Benefit CFK, Tuesday, September 24th from
6:30 to 11:00pm at Pace’s Steakhouse, 325 Nesconset Highway in Hauppauge.
Limited seating is available. The cost to reserve a table of 8 people is $250 and $150 for walk-ins. Price includes food and
drinks. Sponsorship of a horse for $1,200 includes signage on horse and name on special edition t-shirts.
Reserve your spot today by calling Committee Chair Joe Tantillo at 1.888.208.5437 or email
cfk@contractorsforkids.org. For more information, click here.
Contractors for Kids is a not-for-profit corporation founded for the purpose of providing assistance to families in our
communities. The goal of Contractors for Kids is to assist children and their families overcome obstacles that have
unfortunately changed or have impacted their lives through sickness, injury or death. Whether it be arranging transportation
or paying for a room to allow families to remain close during these tough times, CFK will be there.

(Bid Results on next page)
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Bid Results

**Numbers in red represent the winning bid
Bid Date
7/19/13

Project Name
2013/14 Capital Improvement Program Deer Park Schools
Contr 1 - Asphalt Pavement Reconst

**Highlighted and bold companies represent LICA Members

Owner
Deer Park Union Free School District

Contr 2 - Masonry Reconst

Contractor

Bid Amount

Rosemar Construction
Posillico Civil Inc.
Fasco Asphalt Paving
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Saracino Construction
Carter-Melence
Tri State Paving LLC
Baruti Contracting Corp.

$

164,990
169,000
189,740
219,000
244,789
278,000
403,029
867,000

A-1 Construction & Renovation Inc.
Saracino Construction
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Valco Inc/ Valbro
Capitol Restoration & Construction
Tri State Paving LLC
Carter-Melence

$

4,950
9,400
12,373
28,500
28,786
40,000
43,800

7/24/13

F/I Lighting on Multi-Use Recreational Field - SUNY Stony Brook

SUNY Stony Brook Research & Development Campus

Welsbach Electric
Landtek Group Inc.
Eldor Electric

$

298,700
298,900
336,800

7/25/13

Reconstruction of Woodbine Marina

Town Of Huntington Purchasing Dept.

Terry Contracting
Chesterfield Associates
Rockmore Contracting Corporation

$

1,758,145
1,971,269
2,868,171

7/25/13

Maintenance & Modernization of Traffic Signals

Town of Islip

Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Welsbach Electric

$

1,138,135
1,432,200

7/26/13

Asphalt & Playground Renov @ Rushmore Ave School
Base Bid

Carle Place Union Free School District
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Louis Barbato Landscaping
Saracino Construction
Custom Clay Inc.
Z-Tech Contracting LLC

$

414,900
473,333
529,000
534,291
592,381

Custom Clay Inc.
Louis Barbato Landscaping
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Saracino Construction
Z-Tech Contracting LLC

$

50,000
51,800
52,700
53,000
59,000

Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Louis Barbato Landscaping
Saracino Construction
Custom Clay Inc.
Z-Tech Contracting LLC

$

362,200
421,533
476,000
484,291
533,381

Alt G1

Total Base Bid w/Alt.

7/26/13

Drainage Requirements

Town of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

D F Stone Contracting
Suffolk Asphalt Corporation
Laser Industries Inc.
Landtek Group Inc.
G & M Earth Moving Inc

$

738,675
809,125
859,450
913,875
1,569,600

7/29/13

Track Repairs & Resurfacing @ South Side Mid School

Rockville Centre Union Free School District

KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint
Saracino Construction
Hellas Construction

$

134,431
157,900
224,675

7/29/13

Western Waterfront Pier Restoration

Town of Oyster Bay, Div Purchase & Supply, Dept Gen Svcs

Woodstock Construction Corp.
Amma Construction Corporation
Hudson Marine Inc.
Rockmore Contracting Corporation

$

185,130
249,000
284,000
428,000

7/30/13

Long Beach WPCP Superstorm Sandy Emerg Repairs

City Of Long Beach

Philip Ross Industries Inc.
RJ Industries Inc./RJI Mech
Heritage Mechanical Services
Bensin Contracting Inc.

$

1,300,000
1,424,400
1,532,000
1,940,000

7/30/13

2013 Road Resurfacing

Inc. Village Of Freeport-Purchasing

Posillico Civil Inc.
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
American Paving & Masonary

$

608,325
651,840
689,981

8/1/13

2013 Roadway Improvements Program

Village of Williston Park

Reet Construction Corp.
Laser Industries Inc.
Tri State Paving LLC
Roadwork Ahead, Inc.
Intercounty Paving Associates, LLC
Valente Contracting
Pratt Brothers Inc.
Posillico Civil Inc.

$

2,263,408
2,458,050
2,574,992
2,655,825
2,869,000
2,913,925
2,919,191
3,450,345

8/1/13

Reconstruction of Shinnecock Canal Locks Phase VII

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Southern Road & Bridge LLC
Gibson & Cushman Dredging Co.
Rockmore Contracting Corporation

$

928,668
1,271,250
4,186,000

