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Governor’s Decision to
“Stop Work” on NY’s
Infrastructure Confronted
by Construction Alliance
Governor David Paterson’s decision to halt funding on all state public
works projects has brought a rising sense of outrage from those within the
state’s construction trades as well as those far outside the industry. Elected
officials and members of the public also recognize the enormity of the selfinflicted wound the Governor is creating on New York’s body politic. Mr.
Paterson’s decision to freeze payments impacts the $29-million Route 110
interchange over the Long Island Expressway in Melville.
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His order instructs contractors working on existing projects that the state
won’t fund any work after the start of the new fiscal year on April 1 until there
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is a budget. Contractors will have to decide whether to go ahead and continue work without the flow of state
payments, thereby becoming, in essence, the state’s banker. These firms will “loan” Albany money with no legal
recourse to get their funds back if the state declines to pay for the work performed and material installed.
“There is no rational decision-making that we can discern by this administration,” stated Marc Herbst,
executive director of the Long Island Contractors’ Association (LICA). “The very process by which an ‘emergency
appropriation’ was hurriedly placed before the State Legislature that was, in fact, a massive ‘stop work order’ for
the construction trades speaks to the crisis in leadership and ethics now afflicting Albany. If we had a message
about how best to save New York’s future, we would ask the Governor to personally ‘stop work’.”

Fighting Back
One result of the Governor’s action is to compel construction associations throughout New York to join forces to
confront a common threat. That solidarity was on display in front of the Governor’s Manhattan office when LICA,
the General Contractors Association of New York (GCA) and the Construction Industry Council
(CIC) convened a news conference to announce a legal “Doomsday Clock” that will see various construction
companies filing a class action suit against the state if the pay freeze isn’t thawed quickly.
Ross Pepe, president of the CIC, was joined by Denise Richardson, Managing Director of the GCA and Marc
Herbst of LICA when he told reporters. “In truth, it is the state taxpayers that should be part of this class action
suit because they own the roads, bridges and tunnels that are being allowed to deteriorate by this arbitrary, and
we believe illegal, action.”
“This gathering is an unprecedented up-state / down-state
industry response to an unprecedented crisis. Some may
try to characterize the Governor’s pay freeze as an act
of political courage. It’s not. It’s a maneuver in an Albany
chess game where there is an effort to find political gain at
the expense of the public works the taxpayer has paid for.
It’s not only cynical. It’s illegal,” he continued.

Local Officials Join the Cause
Congressman Tim Bishop, NYS Senator Charles
Fuschillo and NYS Senate Republican Leader
Dean Skelos crossed party lines and governmental
bodies to condemn the Governor’s position, as all understand how vital transportation spending is
to getting our economy moving again. All three lawmakers sent strong letters to Governor
Paterson and the state legislature urging them not to hold hostage payments on critical
Did You Know...
New York transportation projects.
When reading the
LICA e-Gram with Adobe
Reader, you can zoom in and
out of the pages by holding ctrl
(or apple) and pressing + (to
zoom in) and - (to zoom out)?

Senator Fuschillo informed the Governor, “While I certainly understand your
motivation to address the state’s fiscal difficulties, this plan will severely
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hinder Long Island’s economic recovery through more job losses and business closures. Many local construction
companies are barely surviving. Capital projects are vital to our economic recovery because they create jobs, generate
revenue, and put money back into the economy.” Click here to read Senator Fuschillo’s letter.
Congressman Bishop’s letter underscored the nature of the crisis, calling Mr. Paterson’s proposal “foolish” and
emphasizing the importance of improving our transportation infrastructure. “While your decision may alleviate shortterm budget distress, it severely undermines the prosperity and competitiveness of our mutual constituents. The
construction sector has been hurting badly and is suffering from record unemployment. It is vital to our local economy
that as we enter the start of the traditional spring paving season, we put people to work.”
Senate Minority Leader Dean Skelos, a strong advocate for Long Island, cautioned, “These ongoing projects are
important and [the Governor] should not jeopardize thousands of jobs by withholding state funds for them.”
Click here to read Senator Skelos’ full letter.

Reaching the taxpayer
Not content with merely communicating with the Governor, LICA
Executive Director Marc Herbst brought LICA’s public information
on this issue to the media so that every taxpayer could
appreciate what was being done to the infrastructure they have
bought and paid for. The reporters he spoke to included those at
Fox 5, News 12 Long Island, Newsday, and the NY Post, among
others, to ensure the construction industry’s outrage over the
governor’s proposal received fair and adequate coverage.
Miss any of the coverage? Click here to read articles and watch
video clips about these recent events.

State Transportation Budget Resembles a Game
of “Whack-a-Mole”
The New York State capital program gets whacked so many times it resembles
a fairway game of “whack-a-mole”. Annual capital budgets since FY 2005-06,
could not consistently sustain annual spending needs, and the proposed 201011 capital transportation budget is 25% lower than the closing 2009-2010
fiscal year’s budget.
Please click here to view the projects included in the state’s $172.5M
2010-11 state budget for Region 10. There is no guarantee, however, that
those projects will actually move forward thanks to embarrassing dysfunction
of government in our state government. These projects may end up being

Annual capital budgets
2005-06

$181M

2006-07

$226M

2007-08

$213M

2008-09

$140M

2009-10

$230M

2010-11

$172.5M
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beacons of despair, joining projects let during the last fiscal calendar and not yet awarded. Projects now being
held hostage by the shameful acts in Albany include:

Route 110 Drainage and Roadway Improvements – Superior Site Work ($18.9M)
Route 347 ITS Installation – Johnson Electrical Construction ($1.1M)
Overhead Sign Installation – United Fence and Guard Rail ($3.7M)
	I-495 and Route 27 Median Barrier Installation – HASA Construction ($4.8M)

Nassau County Legislature Passes a $166
Million Capital Improvement Project Plan to
the Sound of Labor Cheers and the Diesels of
the Operating Engineers
The packed room of construction and local union workers erupted into applause and cheers, some chanting ‘Let’s go
to work!,’ as Nassau County Executive Edward Mangano told the crowd that the 2010 Capital Improvement
Project Plan had passed in the county legislature with a unanimous vote.
The legislative action came about following a labor rally on the front steps of the Theodore Roosevelt Executive
and Legislative Building that included a convoy of construction trucks operated by Local 138 of the Operating
Engineers circling the landmark building. The impressive show of support for the capital plan also included
members of Empire State Regional Council of Carpenters, Laborers Local 1298 and 66, all of whom
intended to put the Nassau Legislature on
notice that they expected this budget to
be approved for the good of the taxpayers’
infrastructure.
Speaking to a sea of hardhats and yellow
safety vests, Mr. Mangano said, “This plan
creates jobs and opportunities today and
improves Nassau County’s services and
public safety. It will establish the new 911 call
center and begin to address issues at our
sewage treatment plants.”

Marc Herbst and members of Long Island construction trades join Nassau County
Executive Ed Mangano to celebrate the passage of the Nassau capital program
ensuring projects that will provide jobs and safe infrastructure for our community.
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Bipartisan support
Legislative Presiding Officer Peter Schmitt echoed the County Executive, stating, “Once again, under this
administration, with the concurrence of the Republican Majority of the Legislature, we have addressed the needs of
the residents, the unions and the economy. By pumping $166 million into the Long Island economy, work can start
on needed improvement projects, broken roads, and upgrading a faltering infrastructure.”
It is important to note that this plan would not have passed without bipartisan support from Democrats as well as the
Republican Majority.
“I am pleased to join County Executive Mangano and Presiding Officer Schmitt to announce this bipartisan
agreement on the 2010 Capital Plan,” said County Legislator Diane Yatauro, who also serves as Minority
Leader. “We have assurances from the (Mangano) administration that key projects such as Udall’s Pond, Jackson
Avenue, Nassau Road, Stannards Brook Park and Woodcleft Park will be completed. Residents will benefit. Jobs will
be created. Our local economy will be stimulated. This is a great day for Nassau County.”

The strong voice of the construction industry
Presiding Officer Schmitt credited the strong presence of the construction industry in allowing the legislature to
reach a consensus on this capital budget. “I am very confident that we would not be here today and would not have
reached this agreement if it weren’t for the labor leaders. They have been accessible to us throughout this entire
process and kept up the pressure to get this done. For that I want to thank them,” said Schmitt.
County Executive Mangano interrupted his day’s schedule by joining the construction trades during their “victory
lap” after the vote approved the budget. He told the crowd, “I’d like to collectively thank all the labor leaders and
especially Marc Herbst of the Long Island Contractors’ Association who brought us all together to provide jobs for
Nassau County.”

Last Chance to Reserve a Spot on the Golf Course!
Take a day away from thinking about that
highway and join LICA on the fairway! The
Long Island Contractors’ Association’s 2010
Annual Golf Outing on Monday, April 26th
at the Nassau Country Club in Glen Cove and
at the Meadow Brook Club in Jericho is filling
up fast.
Spend the day enjoying a challenging round
of golf, breakfast, on-course refreshments,
fun skills competitions, a delicious dinner,

-- Save the Date-LICA Annual Golf Outing
Monday, April 26th
Nassau Country Club – Glen Cove
Meadow Brook Club – Jericho
Click here for more info.
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cocktails, a 50/50 raffle and, of course, the camaraderie of those who support the Long Island Contractors’
Association.
Sponsorships and donations are welcome as this is the only fundraiser for our association. LICA is a not-for-profit
organization – section 501(c)(6) and we need your help to continue to serve you and our industry’s best interests
throughout the years to come.
Tomorrow is the deadline to RSVP. Make sure you fax your reply to Josephine Magee at 631-231-4291 or
email her at jmagee@licanys.org. (Please click here for the golf brochure)

Click here to view LICA’s “mock
funeral procession” symbolizing
the slow death of the region’s
construction industry on LI News
Tonight.

(Bid results on next page)
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Bid Results
Bid Date
3/26/10

Project Name
Septic Sys Repl @ Cold Spring Harbor Jr/Sr High School
Bid 1

Owner
Cold Spring Harbor Central School District

Contractor
H & A Landscape of Long Island
Condos Brothers Construction
J. Barwick Landscape & Site Developer

Bid Amount
$
145,700
168,850
196,280

3/26/10

Septic Sys Repl @ Cold Spring Harbor Jr/Sr High School
Bid 2

Cold Spring Harbor Central School District

John McGowan & Son
D F Stone Contracting
J. Barwick Landscape & Site Developer

$

28,000
28,498
31,720

3/26/10

Septic Sys Repl @ Cold Spring Harbor Jr/Sr High School
Bid 3

Cold Spring Harbor Central School District

J. Barwick Landscape & Site Developer
John McGowan & Son
Laser Industries Inc.

$

22,000
28,950
32,600

4/1/10

Countywide Red Light Violation Camera System

County of Suffolk, Dept. of Public Works

Hinck Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Eldor Contracting
Commander Electric, Inc.
Johnson Electrical Construction
Welsbach Electric of Long Island

$

4,532,240
4,732,663
4,798,652
4,943,800
5,572,200

4/1/10

2010 Road Improvement Program

Village of Rockville Centre

Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
Richard W. Grim Inc.
Valente Contracting

$

1,787,756
1,971,304
2,011,231

4/1/10

2010/2011 Streetscape Requirements

Inc Village of Lynbrook Village Hall

E Cook Industries
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
John McGowan & Son

$

74,800
88,400
102,000

4/1/10

Connect Sewer to Nassau Cty Sys Veterans Memorial Park

Town of Hempstead

Seaford Ave Plbg/G&M Mech
Allen Industries Inc.
Bi County Construction Corp

$

58,238
68,215
81,885

4/2/10

Granular Activated Carbon System for Well No. 9

Jericho Water District

Bensin Contracting Inc.
Merrick Utility Associates Inc.
Philip Ross Industries Inc.
Ed Broidy Contractors/EBC

$

420,800
449,850
471,900
544,000

4/2/10

Asphalt Paving

Village of Southampton

Delalio Southfork Asphalt
Rosemar Construction
Corazzini Asphalt
Suffolk Paving Corp
KJB Industries/Eagle Asphalt Maint

$

185,002
193,162
195,600
275,250
304,300

4/5/10

2010 Emergency Storm Disaster Repair Work

Town of Hempstead

Valente Contracting
Stasi Brothers Asphalt Corporation
D F Stone Contracting
General Builders Inc.
Newborn Construction, Inc.

$

389,270
413,700
433,160
498,350
524,136

4/6/10

Maint Garage Tank Removal/Repl @ Brookhaven Landfill

Town of Brookhaven, Purchasing Division

Environmental Closures
Aventura Construction Services
Terry Contracting
Ferrandino & Son Inc
Gemstar Construction
Fenley & Nicol Co., Inc.
The Tyree Company
Bensin Contracting Inc.

$

117,462
134,500
149,665
165,905
172,925
173,255
216,568
285,000

4/7/10

Tennis Court Replacement @ Marjorie Post Park

Town of Oyster Bay, Div Purchase & Supply, Dept Gen Svcs

De Rosa Tennis Contractors
Laser Industries Inc.
Turco Golf Inc.
John McGowan & Son
Pioneer Landscaping & Asphalt Paving Inc.
Allen Industries Inc.

$

279,195
307,885
327,675
331,950
332,715
335,460
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